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FOREWORD

This report presents the Students’ Item Response Analysis (SIRA) for the Form
Two Arabic Language National Assessment conducted in 2024. It aims to provide
feedback to all educational stakeholders on the factors contributing to students’
performance in the Arabic Language. The Form Two National Assessment (FTNA)
is a formative evaluation designed to assess students’ learning and provide
feedback for teachers, students, and other educational stakeholders to enhance
teaching and learning. This analysis highlights the factors influencing students’
performance in the Arabic Language subject.

Students who attained high scores demonstrated adequate knowledge of tenses and
grammatical rules, a sufficient basic vocabulary for use in various contexts, and the
ability to understand the requirements of the questions and provide correct
responses. Conversely, students with low scores faced difficulties in responding to
the questions due to insufficient knowledge of the tested topics and challenges in
understanding the requirements of the questions.

This report will help students identify their strengths and weaknesses in the Arabic
Language subject to improve their learning before sitting for the Certificate of
Secondary Education Examination (CSEE). It will also assist teachers in
identifying challenging areas and taking appropriate measures to enhance teaching
and learning.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) expects that the
feedback provided in this report will shed light on the challenges for which
education stakeholders should take proper measures to improve teaching and
learning of the Arabic Language subject. Consequently, students will acquire
knowledge, skills and competence indicated in the syllabus for better performance
in future assessments and examinations.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) appreciates the
contribution of all those who prepared this report.
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

This report analyzes the performance of students who sat for the Form Two
National Assessment (FTNA) in the Arabic Language subject in 2024. The
assessment was based on the 2019 Form One and Form Two Arabic
Language syllabus.

The Arabic Language paper consisted of three sections, namely A, B and C
with a total of 10 questions. Students were required to answer all the
questions.

Section A consisted of two (2) questions. Question one (1) included 10
multiple-choice items, where students were required to choose the correct
answers from the given alternatives. Each item was worth one (1) mark, for
a total of 10 marks. Question two (2) contained five (5) matching items,
with each item carrying one (1) mark, for a total of five (5) marks. Thus,
this section had a total of 15 marks.

Section B consisted of seven (7) short-answer questions, each worth 10
marks, for a total of 70 marks. Section C contained one (1) essay question,
which carried a total of 15 marks

The total number of students who sat for the Form Two National
Assessment in Arabic Language in 2024 was 2,025. Among them, 1,032
(51.06%) passed, while 993 (48.94%) failed. In 2023, 2,536 students took
the assessment, with 1,221 (48.72%) passing and 1,315 (51.28%) failing.
This indicates that student performance in 2024 improved by 2.34%
compared to 2023

This report outlines the requirements of each question and analyzes how
students responded to them. Additionally, it includes samples of students’
responses for each question to provide a general overview of their
performance

Students’ performance has been grouped into three categories: ‘good,’
‘average,” and ‘poor.” Performance ranging from 65% to 100% is
categorized as ‘good’ and represented by the green color. Performance
ranging from 30% to 64% is categorized as ‘average’ and represented by the
yellow color, while performance ranging from 0% to 29% is categorized as
‘poor’ and represented by the red color. A summary of the overall students’
performance is provided in the Appendix.
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2.0

2.1

211

ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE ON EACH
QUESTION

SECTION A: Multiple Choice and Matching Items

This section consisted of two questions. The Students were required to
attempt both questions one and two. Question one (1) was a multiple-choice
item. It had 10 items that carried 10 marks. Question two (2) was matching
items. It had five (5) items, each carrying 1 mark, making a total of 15
marks in this section.

Question 1: Multiple Choice Items

This question had 10 multiple choice items derived from various topics of
the syllabus. The students were required to choose correct answers from the
given alternatives in each item given in this question and write their letter in
the boxes provided.

The question was attempted by 2,025 (100.00%) students. Among them,
256 (12.64%) students scored from 7.0 to 10.0 marks, which is a good
performance. Also, 1,310 (64.69%) students scored from 3.0 to 6.0 marks,
which is an average performance. Lastly, 459 (22.67%) students scored
from 0.0 to 2.0 marks, which is a weak performance. Therefore, the general
performance in this question was good as 1,566 (77.33%) students scored
from 03 to 10 marks. The overall students’ performance in this question is
summarised in Figure 1.
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0.0-20 30-6.0 7.0 -10.0
Scores

Percentage of Students

Figure 1: Students’ Performance in Question 1
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The analysis done on each item was as follow:
Item (1) was

DAl el S 0 L 5 M T3 58 e G
ey
ool galedll 58
croale glaldll H8 G
O3k bl §S 7
Eale el EAR
The item was about Nawasikhu “g&«/sd/”, The students were required to
indicate the correct uses of kaana and conterparts (&/s3ls o) in a

sentence. The question aimed at testing the student’s ability in using kaana
and counterparts in The sentence.

The students who were knowledgable of kaana and counterparts ( o&
i34 opted for the right answer (&) “cesle Jlaleal oL | They chose the
sentence because they knew that, the subject Jtaleal/was in nominative case
by letter alifu while the predicate ¢».4Le was in accusative case by letter
yaau since they were in duality.

However, some of the students selected wrong answers, (1) chaleal oLs”
"olsbs, The student incorrectly thought that, the word /4t was the subject
because was in nominative case by letter alif and the word ¢walea/ was the
predidicate because was in accusative case by letter yaau.

Moreover, there were some students who opted for ( g) craledd SlS”

"ol The students were distracted by the letter nuun in the word crieleat
thinking that, it was in nomnative case bacause of having that letter. The
students confused the sign of raf’u of masculine regular plural ( Sie/ g
allwt) with that of the special five verbs (dweidl sLlaws¥)). On the other hand,
the students distracted by the sign (a) fatha on the letter nuun in the word
cymbe . They incorrectly thought that, the word ¢sak was in accusative
case by having that sign on the letter.

In addition, the student who opted for ( 3§ "Elule claleal cils * also
incorrectly thought that, the word </l was the subject which was in
nominative case by having the sign dhamma and the word <talee!/ was the
predidicate which was in accusative case because of the sign kasra on it.



Further analysis of the students' performance on this item showed that the
students who selected the correct answer demonstrated a higher ability to
apply 4lsi/ 4 ois (kaana and counter parts), in sentences, whereas those
who chose other alternatives exhibited incompetence in using them.

Item (2) was:
ay LA 1) &2 e ol el A oL
aalaal 35
RY | P
Gy &l -

Gl 26 o

This item focused on the circumstances under which the past tense becomes
indeclinable (=l J=ill by JIsal). The students were supposed to identify
when the past tense is cemented on sukuun. The purpose of the item was to
assess the students’ knowledge of the past tense in terms of its markers or
sign.

The students who were knowledgeable of indeclinable past tense, chose (<)
"s puill 5" (nuun for feminine). They realised that, the past tense when
attached with nuun nis-wat (3! ,5) is cemented on sukuun at the last
letter. For example the past tense (2,

Moreover, some of the students showed incompetence by choosing
distractors ()" 4cleall 55 " (waw for male plural). The students were
attracted by sukuun on waaw ('3) in the perfect verbs that are attached by
waaw (sls) such as 13&3, 1350 and 15,4 Also those who chose (z) <i"
"o (Alifu for two doers) were attracted by alif in the perfect verbs that
are attached by alif such as W3, i and L. Moreover, those who chose
() "cwldll 2" (Taau for singular feminine) confused with the last sukuun on
the perfect verbs that are attached with "<wldl <" (Taau for singular
feminine) like &3 incorrectly thinking that, the taau with sukuun is a letter
of the stem.

Therefore, those students who chose the correct option, had sufficient
knowledge of past tense and in which circumstances it is cemented on
sukuun. In contrast, those who failed lacked the knowledge of indeclinable
past tense.



Item (3) was as follow: -

b sy e O o il g,
° - -i

The item was about Noun (a«¥). The students were required to identify the
noun that represents person among the given alternatives. The item intended
to examine the students’ knowledge of identifying the types of nouns in
terms of meaning. Some of the students successfully determined the correct
answer (<) J&s (A person who cooks bread). The students understood that,
the word represents the person since they realised what each word in the
options of this item meant.

The students who chose (1).ise (A place where bread is cooked), were
distracted by the first letter mim, this is because some of person nouns start
with it. For examples the word Mahmuudu (4#434), thus they decide to
choose (1) s .

Furthermore, the students who selected (z) ik (bread) relied on the form of
the word. This is because some word like Nuuhu (&33) are in that form. In
addition to that, those who chose distractor (2) s/ (breads) measured it
with the word ash-khaaswu  “Jalid  means persons. The students also
relied on the form of both words instead of their meaning.

Therefore, those students who chose wrong answers lacked enough
knowledge of types of nouns in terms meanings.



Item (4) was as follow: -

Y Ol fe

el i 0540 558 Lol 26 K
clels
il R
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i

The item (4) was about meaningful sentence (sidel Llaaf). The item
required students to complete the sentence by inserting a word that fit
appropriately. (< ........... Afeaf) among the given alternatives. The item
intended to measure student’s knowledge of identifying meaningful
sentences.

” -

The students who opted for the correct answer (z) "“<kde” (female plural
students) had sufficient knowledge of meaningful sentences. By doing so,
the students understood the meaning of both the stem of the item and all the
options given.

The students who opted for distractor () <lelw "watches” were confused
with word addaba (<) which means teach, discipline and educate. The
students incorrectly interpreted the word addaba (‘;55 into the word like
buy, break or read. This led them to choose the word <&l "watches".

On the other hand, the students who opted for the distractor (2) "</jbws’,
were also confused with word addaba (‘;55. It seems that the students
translated the word into another meaning such as buy, drive or sell. This
incorrect interpretation made them to select the word “ "</« to be their
correct answer.

Therefore, the students who selected the correct option had sufficient
vocabulary, while those who chose the distractors lacked that knowledge.



Item (5) was as follows:

b o Gl e il ot Gl B 2 fna
s oplhll el a fs

AL Ll f g 0i Sl S
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The item focused on inflection («<,<¥)). The students were required to
identify the correct inflection of the word («&/) within a sentence ( cub!/ e
Ls9). The question aimed to assess the learners’ ability to understand the
inflectional process when using “ks3/s ois” (Kaana and its counterparts).
The students who were knowledgeable on inflectional process selected the
correct answer (g) U dedly £480m o awl These students knew that
after the word swaara (L9, the subject of the nominal sentence (/i)
remains nominative (£44.4); while the predicate (_+) becomes accusative
(«#<id). Consequently, they correctly identified the proper inflection of the
word < ub,

However, the students who selected distractor (1) "5 el Lol £ 44 0 /disa”
were wrong because the word (&) in a sentence is not Mubtadau since it
came after a defective verb (Uts). The students were attracted by the word
mubtadau. This is because when the word swaara is omitted from the
sentence the word (cs&f) becomes (/4id) (subject of the sentence). On the
other hand, some of them were distracted by the word (/&) because swaara
and her sisters are functioning in Mubtadau wal-khabar. The students did

not know that Mubtadau after swaara changes into noun of swaara ( a«/
).

Furthermore, the students who selected distractor (&) el £44 40 sl ji"
"5 bl confused ke i khabar swaara with ke aw/ismu swaara in a
sentence.

In addition, some of the students selected distractor (9 el £ o4 sa jisa i ™
"5 4Ll The students incorrectly considered the word swaara (Ul as a
nominal subject (/4i) and the word twiinu (c#&/) as its predicate (L) due
to their partial knowledge of Arabic Language grammar.
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Generally, the students who identified the correct answer in this item were
familiar with the usage of swaara in a sentence. In addition to that, they
were familiar with the inflection of the words (Jke aw)) and (ke 3). While
those who failed to do so, they lacked such knowledge.

Item (6) was as follows:

Sl Ca5a adag bl & Alal odd "ol kAl 050 (6

The item was about prepositions (¥ «d4). The students were required to
choose a preposition which could bring a complete thought in a given
sentence. The item was assessing student’s ability on using preposition
(s ig) in a sentence.

Students who were competente and knowledgeable selected the correct
answer (%) "C«"as they determined that, it rains from up stare, thus, the
suitable preposition which bring a complete thought here was the word (-
"from". This shows that the students had enough knowledge of prepositions
(s g

However, those who selected the distractor (7)&€ , confused in meaning
with the correct answer "C«" thinking that both are related in meaning
without considering the context. In addition to that, the students confused it
with  "&«" (from) since both &€ and “G«"end up with letter nuun having
voiceless sound.

Furthermore, some students chose the distractor (<) “%&". The students
incorrectly thought that, the word after the blank space (#tesl)) meant
another meaning like ° sea’ that is why they filled the space with the
preposition "~ "which can mean "on".



Also the students who selected (z) "&#" were wrong. The students
incorrectly thought that, the word after the blank space (stedl) meant
another meaning like ‘spring season’ that is why they filled the space with
the preposition "¢&" which can mean "in".

Generally, those who demonstrated the ability to apply prepositions
correctly were competent in Arabic structure, in contrast to those who were
unable to apply them, were incompetent in Arabic structure.

Item (7) was as follows:

jﬂ

5 Gl ) R L
RN
i
A t_uym «
M\ -

=

The item was about types of plural (&t £/s). The item was designed to
assess students’ knowledge of Arabic plurals; it required them to identify
the plural type of the word book "J#3"”according to Arabic word formation.

The students who mastered well Arabic grammar were able to chose the
correct answer (2) "=/ (broken plural) because they understood that, the
plural form of the word (L&) "book"in Arabic Language is (J4) books" .
The students knew that, its plural form is formed by adding letter alif after
the second later and changing the sukuun of the second letter to be vowel (a)
(fat-ha). They also knew that, the vowel (a) fat-ha of the second letter from
the end had to be changed from vowell ‘a’ (fat-ha) to ‘i’(kasra). Finally the
students realised that, the form was irregular so it had to be "s«sif zaa”
(broken plural).

However, there were students who chose the distractor (1) “afled/ Sial”
since they were attracted by the word _sie// (Masculine). This is because the
word (Jj;-b "book" itself meant ‘Masculine’. On the other hand, those who
chose the distractor (<) "pdci” - confused with the correct answer
':);"“‘Sj'”".



There were, however, some students who chose distractor (g) "l &igal/”
They wrongly interpreted the satement “Every plural is feminine” (' g» g
&izd. This is why they were distracted by the word (<) (feminine) in the
distractor (z) ‘aled/ Sizal"

Therefore, students who opted for the correct answer had mastered all three
types of plural, while those who incorrectly chose the distractors lacked
sufficient knowledge of those types.".

Item (8) was as follows:

o ARl iy AL o3b 3 4y J sadall YV ADe (5 s
AV eI clade -jp" greil

Q_,me cLﬂL\u _i
M‘&Mbc}ﬁbu}m -

l.HI

M'IL)GMI.\JQJS‘JD\_IW -3

The item was about ‘Inflection’ («,<¥) of an object (4 ([sedef). The
students in this item were required to determine the correct inflectional sign
of the object (c=aaJ) in a sentence from the given alternatives. The students
with the knowledge of inflections of an object (44 Jsedall) were able to
identify the correct answer (1) ;s iy slly Cigaia” | The students were
aware that, firstly, the nounAlhajarain (ceuaaJ) in the sentence was an
object (4 Jsedd). Secondly, it was a dual noun, so its correct sign was
supposed to be the letter yaau (#&4). Furthermore, they knew that, the sign
of dual nouns in the accusative case is yaau.

The students who opted for the distractor (<) &l o& Ll & sl cipais

were deceived by the vowel ‘i’ &</ under the letter nuun. Consequently,
they selected a wrong answer in (<).

In addition, the students who chose the option (z) s 4% csill sy o suia
were wrong. This is because the letter nuun is not inflectional sign of dual
nouns. The students were attracted by the presence of the letter nuun in this
Wrong answer.
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Furthermore, the students who opted for the incorrect answer (3) «saais
&l e i o sSwlbwere attracted by sukuun on the letter yaau in the word
(crmad...)

Therefore, the students who chose the correct answer were competent in
identifying the object in duality and its sign. Additionally, the students who
chose incorrect options demonstrated low mastery of the object in duality
and its sign.

Item (9) was as follows:

Ul o S ALaa ) o3h a3V e lalY) G Jslasa alel & (oo

The item focused on Pronouns. Students were required to identify a relative
pronoun (c[s«< sl a«)) which fits in the sentence ( b -=------ 8 posend] Sy i)
wa¥t) from the relative pronouns provided.

Students who were competent in pronouns opted for (g) ‘,-"J/ because they
knew the uses of pronouns. The students understood that, the noun (5_&«)
was figurative feminine (g e/ &34 and was the one which was given
more information, hence the relative pronoun that matched with it was L,-”J/

There were, however, some of the students who chose distractor () &4 The
students, of course, knew that the pronoun &-7is for masculine singular. So,
incorrectly they thought that, the word (&t ) which was referred to by the
relative pronoun which they chose, was a verbal feminine (&dl &iza)
because of the presence of the letter ‘t* (closed t) (dase £4) without
considering another criteria. This led them to choose the pronoun &4
because the pronoun can be used with the verbal feminine (&l &izal).

On the other hand, those who chose (&) &2 went astray. The students
incorrectly thought that, the noun (é& ) was feminine plural which
correlate with the relative pronoun /. The students understood that, the

11



pronoun is for feminine plural. Moreover, the students who opted for (4
&l were also wrong. These students did not understand that, the relative
pronoun ¢4 is for masculine plural. The students confused the pronoun
&+l with that of the correct answer because both are relative pronouns. The
students also failed to understand where this relative pronoun is applicable.

Generally, students who did well had sufficient knowledge in using relative
pronouns in a sentence. In addition, those who chose the wrong answers
indicated that they were not aware of Arabic relative pronouns.

Item (10) was:

Y IR o ¢yl & ady M &85 2 AR (3 10,
Y
b -

The item was about special five verbs (dweil J=d¥). The students were
required to identify a word that its sign of rafiu is the presence of letter
nuun (o).

The item tested the students' knowledge of the five special verbs ( Ji2d¥/
4uad). Students who were familiar with special five verbs (dwasdl JSed¥)
were able to identify the correct option among the four alternatives given.
The students who opted for the correct answer («e)d,-;ﬁf realised that, the
verb was among special five verbs (4wail/ J28¥) and it sign of raf’u had to
be the presence of letter nuun.

Those who opted for wrong distractor () Qé@élj (dhaahibaani), were
distracted by both letters alifu and nuun in the word cti#/d. This is because
the letters are found in special five verbs (<«aidl J2d) which are in duality,
like ul-vb-f-' The students wrongly thought that, since the special five verbs
(et J2d)) which are in duality, are in nominative case by the presence of
letter nuun also the word(cs4/d has to be like that.

However, some students confused themselves by opting for the distractor
(z) - (tadh-habna) which had no any sign of (4weif J28¥). The students

12
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were attracted by the final nuun attached to the verb. The students confused
the nuun of feminine bounded in the verb (c##4) with that of (Leeil/ J2d¥)
which is used to indicate nominative case (raf-u). Furthermore, this situation
also applies for students who opted for the distractor (2) Cibdi (yadh-habna).

Generally, the students who chose for the correct options in this question
were familiar with the tested topics while those who failed had insufficient
knowledge of these topics.

Question 2: Matching items

The question was about verbs and consisted of five (5) matching items. The
students were required to match each verb in List A with its corresponding
opposite verbs in List B by writing the answer in the space provided. The
question was:

£ 3 Q) i (a150) A s () 38 o ) 5 0m 2
R e Y1 G0k e )

()4 (1)

W“‘” : ( ) 1% (1
B8 - ( ) ChY (o
”"‘ < ( ) b (o
s ( ) aliad 4
Be - ) S
5

Bk -

The data analysis shows that 2,025 (100.00%) students attempted this
question. Out these 532 (26.27%) students scored from 4.0 to 5.0 marks,
which indicates a good performance. In addition, 400 (19.75%) students
scored from 2.0 to 3.0 marks, which is an average performance. Lastly,
1,093 (53.98%) students scored from 0.0 to 1.0 mark, indicating a weak
performance. The general performance in this question was average since
932 (46.02%) students scored from 2.0 to 5.0 marks. The overall students’
performance in this question is summarised in Figure 2

13
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Figure 2: Students’ Performance in Question 2

The data analysis shows that 532 (26.27%) students were able to match the
items in List A with their corresponding in List B correctly. One of the
students who performed well, for example, matched the item (1) (/%) with
(9) iy item (2) (<0d) with (7) 49y item 3 (&) with () gddv item (4)
(<itid) with (&) & and item (5) (wuik) with (2) 2eiv . Therefore, these
students had sufficient vocabulary which led them to match the items
correctly. Extract 2.1 shows a sample of the correct responses from one of
the students.

14
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Extract 2.1: A Sample of the Students’ Responses to Question 2

The Extract 2.1 is a sample of responses from one of the students who
correctly matched column A with column B.

On the other hand, 400 (19.75%) students scored average marks. These
students provided two or three correct responses out of five. This is because
the students had insufficient knowledge of topic tested.

On the other hand, some of the students performed poorly in this question.
Some of them matched only one verb on List A with the opposite verbs in
List B, as for those who scored zero mark failed to match any verb on List
A with any appropriate opposite verbs on List B. One of the students, for
example, matched the item (1) (lx) with (z) 2s%, item (2) («23) with (2)
ady jtem (3) (&) with () Gib item (4) (<isg) with () i and item (5)
(«&) with () % . Therefore, students who responded incorrectly had
insufficienty vocabulary. Also, they had not recoginized the meaning of
vocabulariy used in a question. Extract 2.2 shows a sample of an incorrect
response from one of the students in this question.

15
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Extract 2.2: A Sample of the Students’ Responses to Question 2

The Extract 2.2 is a sample of a response from one of the students who
matched all the items incorrectly.
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2.2
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SECTION B: Short Answer Questions

This section consisted of seven (7) short-answer questions, each carrying 10
marks, making a total of 70 marks in this section. The Students were
required to answer all questions.

Question 3: Comprehension

This question was about comprehension and consisted of five items. The
students were instructed to read the passage and answer the questions
provided. The passage was about the teacher who came into the class with
absentee’s booklet and asked the students about absent students. After that,
the teacher wrote down names of absentee. Then after, the teacher asked one
student to wipe the board so that they can start a new topic. The question
was:
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The data analysis shoes that, 2,025 (100.00%) students attempted the
question and their performance was good, as 1,719 (84.89%) students
scored from 3.0 to 10.0 marks. The analysis shows that 922 (45.53%)
students scored from 6.5 to 10.0 marks, which is a good performance. Also,
797 (39.36%) students scored from 3.0 to 6.0 marks, which is an average
performance. Lastly, 306 (15.11%) students scored from 0.0 to 2.5 marks,
which is a weak performance. The overall students’ performance in this
question is summarised in Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Students’ Performance in Question 3

The students who scored well on this question provided appropriate
responses to the five items based on the passage. They were able to answer
the items correctly according to the passage and demonstrated sufficient
skills in reading for comprehension. One of the students who scored full
marks, for example, responded as follow:

In item (1) fbadl 4 el £ 3/ /iLa (What did the teacher provide in the
class?. The student answered: — cwe & 4wlS ustadl g3/ (The teacher
provided absentees’ booklet). This student knew that the interrogative /il is
ussually used to ask for something. Thus he/she answered by mentioning a
real thing provided by the teacher which was absentee’s booklet.

In item (&) sl e [glé ol Ge (Who are absent in the period?). The
student answered <udy Oladuy e st Gg4ildll (Those who are absent are
Rajabu, Suleiman and Rashid). The student here knew that the interrogative
(= can be used to ask for persons and also knew that the relative pronoun
¢wdl is plural for masculine thus led him/her to mention people who were
absent from the class.

Initem (g) el I laslw cad Jilal(Why Suleiman went to hospital?).
The student answered: 4duw g i Adical/ I 6 (He went to hospital to
visit his friend). The student in this part understood that the interrogative
/3l is obviously used to demand reasons, so the student replied by telling
the reason why Sulaiman was absent in the class that he went to hospital to
visit his friend.
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ltem (3) feau g wdy bd o A (Where did Rashid and Rajabu go?). The
student answered: bl Jf by cod g dblaall ) cia ) < (Rajabu went to
railway station and Rashidi went to airport). In the item the student knew
that the interrogative ¢/~ is usually used for place while .~ can be used
to indicate direction, thus, he/she replied that Rajabu went to railway station
and Rashidi went to airport.

Item (8) 6wl (Ao Cppuilid] glacs g mtall ciiS Jo (Did the teacher write names
of absentee on the blackboard? The student answered: 4w/ &ff 4 4 L oY
(No, he did not write the names on the blackboard, but he wrote in the
booklet). In addition, the student knew that the word # used to demand the
answer of yes or no that is why student managed to provide the appropriate
answer of (No, ¥). Generally, the students who responded correctly to the
question demonstrated sufficient skills in reading for comprehension.
Extract 3.1 shows a sample of good responses from one of the students.
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Extract 3.1: A Sample of the Good Students’ Responses to Question 3

Extract 3.1 represents a sample of responses from one of the students who
comprehended the passage.

Further analysis showed that some students had the average performance.
This performance suggests that these students had partial comprehension
skills, which hindered them from identifying all correct answers in the
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passage. Some of the students for example, provided answers with
grammatical errors. There were, however some students who mixed both
correct and incorrect answers. In addition, some students mixed both
grammatical and ungrammatical sentences in their correct answers.

Besides, some students (15.11%) performed poorly in this question. The
analysis shows that (5.88%) students scored zero in this question. These
students did not understand the message of the passage completely. There
were, however, some of them who did not recognize the demand of the
question due to poor mastery of the Arabic Language. On the other hand,
some of the students copied words from other questions and used them as
answers in this question. These students had inadequate reading for
comprehension skills. Consequently, they provided incorrect responses to
all items in this question. One of the students for example, In item(1) /it
Shadll 4 2l g A7 (What did the teacher provid in the class?. The student
wrote:  fuilé Leali Jtis Ja (Is there any absent student?) The student here
didn’t understand the demand of the question. Consequently, he/she copied
the question asked by teacher in the passege. In item (&) (= (el Gl
fdasl (Who escaped in the period?). The student answered a3 cila/
(Students replied). The student copied the answer that was given by students
in the passage.

Furthermore, in item (g) fddiwad/ I Jladw st /ilal (Why Suleiman went
to hospital?). The student answered: foussite? &« (Who are absentee?) The
student rather than giving a reason copied a question from the passage and
used it as the answer. In item (9 feas  Ldy d &/ A (Where did
Rashid and Rajabu go?). The student answered e J&(The teacher said).
ltem (8) fo_igeddl Ao Cpeildl) placd (el <iS Jo (Did the teacher write names
of absentee on the blackboard? The student answered: Zwe/ Loga b JF ai
Luta s o gl Lisie 54/ (Then he said, Oh! Juma, clean the blackboard we
have a new lesson today). The student copied the words of the sentence
from the passage. Extract 3.2 shows a sample of a poor response from one
of the students in this question.
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Extract 3.2: A Sample of the Weak Students’ Responses to Question 3

The Extract 3.2 shows a sample of a response from one of students who was
unable to answer the comprehension questions correctly. The student for
instance, wrote meaningless sentence in item five.
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2.2.2 Question 4: Dialogue

The question was about a dialogue between two people. The first person
was asking questions and the second person was responding to the
questions. In this case, the first person’s questions were revealed while the
second person’s answers were hidden. The students were asked to give
answers basing on the questions asked by the first person. This question
measured the student’s ability to use the Arabic Language in different
contexts. The question was:
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The data shows that2,025 (100.00%) students attempted the question, out of
whom 537 (26.52%) students scored from 6.5 to 10.0 marks, which is a
good performance. In addition, 736 (36.35%) students scored from 3.0 to
6.0 marks, which is an average performance. Lastly, 752 (37.13%) students
scored from 0.0 to 2.5 marks, which is a weak performance. The general
performance in this question was average. This is because, 1,273 (62.87%)
students scored from 3.0 to 10.0 marks. The overall students’ performance
in this question is summarised in Figure 4.
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Figure 4: Students’ Performance in Question 4
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The analysis reveals that 537 (26.52%) students scored between 6.5 and
10.0 marks. These students demonstrated competence in conversation. One
of the students, for example, in item (1) f& Lo (What is your language?)
The student replied <us/sall &' (My language is Swahili). The student
understood that, the interrogative & can be used to ask about non-human
being thus he/she gave an appropriate answer which allied with the demand
of the interrogative. In item (<) 46 s Luell 4 aleli of 415 Jo (Would you
like to learn Arabic language quickly?) The student answered: adei o/ 4/ aed
de_jew Ly all 421 (Yes, | like to learn Arabic language quickly). Also in this
item the student provided a proper answer after realizing that the
interrogative & should give the answer Yes or No. In item (z) aad 4/
fuawaall Jgia (Is there any timetable in your class?) The student answered:
pawsll Joia Lad 4 azi(Yes there is a time table in my class), as far as this
item concerned, the student came up with relevant responses because he/she
knew that the interrogative 4is(}) in this context needs the answer to be
either Yes or No.

Furthermore, in item (o) fathaf b zid5 e (When is your classroom
opened?). The student answered: 4delwdl deludl 4 Aad ol zidi (My
classroom is opened after subhi prayer) the student here understood that, the
interrogative .~ in this context used to ask for time thus the student
provided reliable responses by mentioning the time which the classroom is
opened. In item (s) fdltic Luds a5 (How many bags do you have?). The
student answered 3tuda 4ay )i sais (1 have four bags). Also here the student
was aware with the interrogative as which is usually used to ask about
number, thus the student was able to reply by saying | have four bags.
Therefore, these students in this category had sufficient vocabulary, which
enabled them to determine questions that matched the statements provided.
Additionally, they were knowledgeable of interrogative particles and how to
employ them in a sentence. Extract 4.1 is a sample of good responses from
one of the students.
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Extract 4.1: A Sample of the Good Students’ Responses to Question 4

The Extract 4.1 shows a sample of good responses from one of the students
who had a good performance.

However, some students performed averagely on this question. The analysis
of the students' responses showed that they were able to complete the
dialogue only for certain items, scoring between 3 and 6 marks. This
indicates that these students had partial knowledge of Arabic vocabulary.

The data analysis shows that 752 (37.13%) students had a weak
performance in this question as they scored from 0.0 to 2.5 marks. On the
other hand, some students scored zero in this question. They provided
wrong answers to all items of the question. Some of these students just
picked some words from the question and used them as their answers.
Others did not understand the requirement of the question. Furthermore,
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some of the students wrote meaningless sentences and even misunderstood
words. One of the students for example, answered as follow:

In item (f) f<lixd L (What is your language?) The student answered 4 <Lidff
dss. The student in this item actually didn’t understand what the
interrogative L« means thus he/she created another question that was ( <l
de ).

In item (&) $ie jus dpall 45 ol o 3 55 & (Would you like to learn Arabic
language quickly?) The student answered: 4c s 4usll sl Here the
student was very far from the question asked since he/she was not aware
with the interrogative Ja that when used in a question its answer normally is
either Yes or No thus he/she copied some words from the question paper.

In item (z) Suawas)l Jsaa oSlad i (Is there any timetable in your class?)
The student answered el ) »Slad. The answer which was provided by
the student witnessed that he/she didn’t understand the proper use of
interrogative 3 ¢l (1) in a sentence that, its answer should start with either
Yes or No according to this context. As a result, the student wrote
meaningless sentence.

In item () faSlad L =38 e (When is your class door opened?). The
student answered oSlad i85 QL. In this item student actually didn’t know
what was asked consequently, the student wrote sentence which was
meaningless.

In item (¢) f<lvie du3s oS (How many bags do you have?). The student
answered L 43~ which is a meaningless phrase. Generally, students who
performed poorly on this question were incompetent in expressing
themselves orally due to a lack of sufficient vocabulary and knowledge of
Arabic syntax. Extract 4.2 is a sample of poor responses from one of the
students.
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Extract 4.2: A Sample of the Weak Students’ Responses to Question 4

The Extract 4.2 shows a sample of responses from one of the students who
provided incorrect responses to all items due to a poor command of Arabic
Language.

Question 5 : Jumbled Sentences

In this question, the students were instructed to re-arrange the five sentences
into a logical sequence to make a meaningful paragraph. They were required
to write the letter of the correct sentence in the corresponding number in the
table provided. The question tested the student’s ability to organize the
sentences into a meaningful paragraph. The question was:-
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According to the data, 2025 (100.00%) students attempted the question.
Furthermore, 633 (31.26%) students scored from 8.0 to 10.0 marks, which is
a good performance. In addition, 433 (21.38%) students scored from 4.0 to
6.0 marks, which is an average performance. Lastly, 959 (47.36%) students
scored from 0.0 to 2.0 marks, which is a weak performance. Further analysis
shows that, the performance of this question was generally average. This is
because 1,066 (52.64) scored from 4.0 to 10.0 marks. The overall students’
performance in the question is summarised in Figure 5.
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Figure 5: Students’ Performance in Question 5
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The analysis shows that 633 (31.26%) students had a good performance in
this question. These students were able to arrange the sentences logically by
regarding their meanings. Since the sentences were disarranged, the students
read all the given sentences carefully and understood their meanings. They
understood that this is the most critical step, as it forms the basis for solving
the question. This helped them to understand the overall meaning of the
paragraph. Consequently, the students realised that, the story was about ten
men who agreed each other to go to the river for fishing. In addition to that,
they managed to arrange the sentences logically.

The students who correctly arranged the sentences, for example, answered
as follows: firstly, (1) wrote (9 (&bl A S, 3 ude Jdi (Ten men met on
the way). The word (&) (met) helped them to start the paragraph with this
sentence, this is because, they realised that, people meat firstly to discuss on
what they are going to do. The student also wrote (&) o/ <ol Ao /4ddi/y
Lwall il (They agreed each other to go to the river for fishing) to be the
second sentence. The students realised that the sentence was a continuation
of the previous one. This is because they understood that after meeting,
people typically agreed on the topic being discussed. The students also were
signaled by the linking word "and" in the sentence. The students then chose
(&) ol po [ 4ids [yl Lalg (And after they caught a lot of fish) to be the
third sentence, in this item student was attributed by the word &««/because
before there was a reason of going there, that was fishing and what is
expected is to get fishes. In addition, the word Lels led them to select that
sentence, since the waw is a coordinator that joined the sentences. Also,
they chose () ¢/ & (One among of them said) to be the fourth sentence.
The students understood that, the previous sentence needed more
information to complete its meaning, so, this sentence deserved to do so as
there was a closeness between the word s in the previous sentence and
this sentence a4/ & (One among of them said).

Lastly, the students chose (¢) (s Lizs/ gs8 &f &3/ (1 think one among of
us has drowned) as the fifth sentence. They realised that, the previous
sentence did not convey what was said, and so they determined that this
sentence Laal o5 of il 3¢ (I think one among of us has drowned)
provided the missing information.
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Furthermore, they identified the connection between the word J& in the
previous sentence and the word &/ in this in this one as both were in
singular form. This shows that, the students can even talk about various
events chronologically in Arabic Language in different context. Extract 5.1
is a sample of good responses from one of the students.
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Extract 5.1: A Sample of the Good Responses in Question 5

The Extract shows a sample of a response from one of the students who re-
arranged the jumbled sentences into a meaningful paragraph.

Furthermore, the analysis indicates that, 433 (21.38%) students scored from
4.0 to 6.0 marks, which is an average performance on question 2. The
majority of the students were able to score four marks in this question. This
suggests that they had partial knowledge of Arabic Language and little
vocabulary. These weaknesses caused them to write a number of some
items randomly without considering their meaning.

Further analysis of the students’ responses shows that, the students who
performed poorly in this question did not have skills of rearranging jumbled
sentences. Consequently, some of them seem to have guessed the answers.
One student with zero mark, for example, selected the sentence. (z) /#4845y
Luall il I cladl e (They agreed each other to go to the river for
fishing) to be the first sentence. This student failed to recognize that the
sentence had a linking word, which indicates that, the statement linked with
the previous sentence. In addition, the sentence contained a pronoun that
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referred back to people mentioned in one of the sentences provided in this
paragraph.

The student also chose (9 (bl 4 Jau sde Jld7 (Ten men met on the
way), to be the second sentence. The student failed to understand that this
sentence was supposed to be the first because it introduced the characters of
this story. Then they chose () a4/ (One among of them said) to be the
third sentence. Moreover, the student selected (&) (g8 Lita/ o8 of Al (1
think one among of us has drowned), to be the fourth sentence. Lastly, the
student chose (w) ewd/ (e LS [gdlba/ Lals (And after they caught a lot of
fish) to be the Last sentence. This suggests that the students in this category
lacked adequate knowledge of the Arabic language, particularly in
organizing sentences from the first to the last in the given disarranged
sentences. In addition, the students did not have sufficient vocabulary.
Extract 5.2 is a sample of poor responses from one of the students.
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Extract 5.2: A Sample of the Weak Students’ Responses to Question 5

Extract 5.2: shows a sample of responses from one of the students re-
arrange the jumbled sentences in a wrong way.
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2.2.4  Question 6: Types of Verbs in Terms of Time (i Cua G Jedl) alidi)

This question was about tenses. It contained five items and required students
to change the present tense (£ Laall Jed) into imperative tense (¥ J2d from
the given sentences. The question was:
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The question was attempted by 2025 (100.00%) students. The analysis
shows that 220 (10.87%) students scored from 6.5 to 10.0 marks, which is a
good performance. Also, 562 (27.75%) students scored from 3.0 to 6.0
marks, which is an average performance. Lastly, 1,243 (61.38%) students
scored from 0.0 to 2.5 marks, which is a weak performance. The general
performance of this question was average as 782 (38.62%) students scored
from 3.0 to 10.0 marks. The overall students’ performance in this question
is summarised in Figure 6.
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Figure 6: Students’ Performance in Question 6

The analysis shows a few students 10.87 per cent of the students scored
from 6.5 to 10.0 marks. The students had a sufficient knowledge of types of
verbs in terms of time. However, some of the students scored full marks in
the question. One of the students for instance responded as follow:

In item (1) aleatf dasai I gaiv/ (1 listen to teacher’s advice), the student
answered:  alealf dasai U &4l (listen to teacher’s advice). Item (&) &y

L ((You) satisfy with a little) the student answered: il £/ (Be
satisfied with a little). ltem (z) ¥ & Lo/ Lk (Both of you are washing
dishes after eating) student answered: ¥ & (s Lhii (You two) wash
dishes after eating). Item () el Jf Ul sl G 44557 (You are writing the letter
to the headmaster) s the student answered: _gtal/ I {leff /448 (Write the
letter to the headmaster). Item () ag J5 LS 35 (You leave early
everyday)s the student answered: & JS LS« z_3/ (leave early every day).
This shows that, the students had knowledge of the types of verbs. Extract
6.1 is a sample of good responses from one of the students.
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Extract 6.1: A Sample of the Good Students’ Responses to Question 6

The extract 6.1 shows a sample of good responses from one of the students
who managed to change present tense (£kaal J2d) into imperative tense ( Jad
»41) from the given sentences.

The analysis of the students’ responses shows that 27.75 per cent of the
students had an average performance in the question. Some of them either
failed to provide correct answers to some parts or provided responses with
grammatical errors. Furthermore, some of the students in this category left
some parts of the questions blank. This performance may be attributed to
students’ partial knowledge of inflection and analysis.

On the other hand, there were students 1,243(61.38%) who were
incompetent in Arabic tenses. These students failed to respond correctly to
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this question due to their partial knowledge of verbs. Consequently, they
provided incorrect responses to all or many items in this question. There
were, however some of the students who left the question unanswered.
Moreover, some of them, failed to understand the demand of the question.
One of the student, for example, responded as follow: In item (1) o gaic/
aleal) 4auai(] listen to teacher’s advice), The student wrote: s 4. In
item (&) Jdil &7 (Y ou satisfy with a little), the student wrote: _s<s 24, In
item (z) Y s o/ ok (Both of you are washing dishes after eating),
the student wrote: _scs o4 . In item () wtad I el o84S (You are
writing the letter to the headmaster), the student answered: /4. In item
(v) A JS S A9 (You leave early everyday), the student answered: 4
as Extract 6.2 is a sample of poor responses from one of the students.
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Extract 6.2: A Sample of the Weak Students’ Responses to Question 6

Extract 6.2 shows a sample of a student who failed to change present tense
(g bad) J2d into imperative tense (¥ Jxd from the given sentences.
Instead, the student shifted words from the given sentence to the beginning.
This shows that, the student did not understand the demand of the question.
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2.2.5 Question 7: Analysing the Underlined Words

This question was about inflection and had five items on inflection (<Le¥).
The students were required to analyse the underlined words. In Arabic
Language, the word may change its ending due to its role in the sentence.
The process is called inflection (<L ¥). The question was:

LiAAG LG el g

A e D GG
R IA

Lt ckb e w
A

SR 3 sl O

Sl Jfe Eak
- ’g’;

‘0

Lsdgd ) éasil o

38



The question was attempted by 2,025 students (100.00%), of whom 155
(7.66%) scored between 6.5 and 10.0 marks, which is good performance.
Also, 561 (27.70%) students scored from 3.0 to 6.0 marks, which is an
average performance. Lastly, 1309 (64.64%) students scored from 0.0 to 2.5
marks, which is weak performance. The general performance of the students
in this question was therefore good, as 716 (35.36%) students scored from
3.0 to 10.0 marks. The overall students’ performance in this question is
summarised in Figure 7.
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Figure 7: Students’ Performance in Question 7

The data analysis shows that 7.66 per cent of the students had a good
performance in the question. The students understood the type of the
underlined words based on their position in the sentence. The students also
realised whether the word was mabniyyu (changed) or muurab (unchanged
words). In addition, they determined the correct sign of those words
depending on their position in the sentence. One of the students, for
instance, analysed as follow: In item (1) s Ao bl oL (The student
slept on the bed), the student responded as; <decalf 42d, dladle g £.44 0 Jold
o Al 4 5 L) (The Doer in nominative state and its sign of nominative is
visible dhamma on its last letter). In item (<) il «udlf <& (The dog fell
asleep during night), the student responded as; 48 4uaiLadle g cipais Sl _pd
oA 4 5 LBl (Predicate in accusative case, and its sign of accusative is
visible fat-ha on its last letter). In item (z) olaied/ 4 [saad af bl (The
students didn’t pass the examination); the student responded as; (& < :af
Y GsSed) 8 Alad sl cids daja dadle gl o g e £ laall Jad Hgands BBy o

Al JdY) e (o) is the jussive particle, negation and changing. /sair
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Present verb in jussive state by lam a/and its sign of jussive is the ommition
of letter nuun on behalf of sign sukuun because the word is among the
special five verbs). In item (;) Jledw Lo alu (I greeted Selman); the
student responded as; s aw/ LY 5 usl) 56 Al a0 o Ladle g oo g2 acs
«ixai ¥ (The noun in genitive case caused by alaa (), and its sign of
genitive is fat-ha on behalf of kasira because the word is among the nouns
which are not munswarif.). In item (s) Leds? A <dlw (1 travelled to
Dodoma); the student responded as; Jelds Jed. Here, they understood that,
when attached pronoun taau (&) is bounded with the verb is always a doer
of an action (4. Therefore, these students who managed to analyse
sentences were competent enough in Arabic syntax. Extract 7.1 is a sample
of responses from a student who analysed the given underlined words
correctly.
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Extract 7.1: A Sample of the Good Students’ Responses to Question 7

The extract 7.1 shows a sample of responses from a student who managed to
analyse the underlined words in the sentences given.

Further, the analysis of the students’ responses shows that, students had an
average performance in the question. Some of them either failed to provide
correct answers to some items, or provided responses with excessive
grammatical errors. Other students in this category provided incomplete
answers to some items or to all items. Also, some students in this category
left some parts of the questions blank. This performance can be attributed to
students’ partial knowledge of inflection and analysis.
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The analysis shows that 64.64% of the students performed poorly on the
question. Students in this category were unable to write the correct
inflection of the underlined words in the sentences. Consequently, some of
them simply copied instructional words from the question and used them as
answers. One of the students, for example, in item (1)_sdl Ao ol oL
(The student slept on the bed); responded as; L& & 4iad Le </ this student
showed that he/she didn’t know anything about the question that is why
he/she copied some words from the question. In item (<) Leild sl <l (The
dog fell asleep during night); the student responded as tualf b3 4iad Lo e/
This student also copied some words from the question.

In item (z) oladey 4 [saad af OBY (The students didn’t pass the
examination); the student responded as; &kl b3 4iai La ciuef . The student
copied some words from the question paper. In item () Jladw Lo Cale (I
greeted Suleiman); the student responded as; (i€ Lids/ & oS L 4iad Lo e/
the student didn’t realise anything thus copied some words from the
question paper. In item (s) Ledsd I <dlw (1 travelled to Dodoma) the
student responded as; </4giae L 4iad Le < e/ Also here a student copied the
answer from this question paper.

This situation shows that they were incompetent in sentence analysis and
weak in Arabic structure. Extract 7.2 is a sample of responses from a
student who failed to analyse the sentences
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Extract 7.2: A Sample of the Weak Students’ Responses to Question 7

Extract 7.2 shows a sample of responses from a student who failed to
analyse underlined words in the sentences. The student for instance in item
one to three removed the underlined words from the sentences and
reconstructed them.
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2.2.6  Question 8: Relative Pronoun(s<sef slaw¥)

The question was about relative pronouns (Js<s<f £Llew)). The students were
required to fill in the blanks with appropriate relative pronoun in the five
spaces provided. The question was:

RCEOA( le;j\ g Calidll J sla 3l Y L Y e 8 S g

igias eyl i (as S i

PAATEERE 2 Ao

saaly s 3 QI

LR ) G L ) s -
TR R PR

?Cqs.ﬂ aﬁu% u.@uqll -0

The question was attempted by 2,025 (100.00%) students, of whom 468
(23.11%) students scored from 6.5 to 10.0 marks, which is a good
performance. Also, 550 (27.16%) students scored from 3.0 to 6.0 marks,
which is an average performance. Lastly, 1007 (49.73%) students scored
from 0.0 to 2.5 marks, which is a weak performance. Therefore, the
students’ general performance in the question was average because 1018
(50.27%) students scored from 3.0 to 10.0 marks. The overall students’
performance in this question is summarised in Figure 8.
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Figure 8: Students’ Performance in Question 8
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The question was attempted by students in different ways. Students who
performed well on this question understood the demands of the question
properly. Additionally, they were competent in relative pronouns, as they
knew what relative pronouns meant. Also, they understood where and how
these relative pronouns are applied in sentences. Furthermore, the students
had sufficient vocabulary. One of the students, for example, in item (i)
Cligiaa Glade A paad bkl filled 53U The student knew that
the first word (<ttal) in the item was (feminine plural) . In addition, the
student knew that, the word ¢&aa<'in this sentence had a sign of feminine
plural. So he/she knew that the proper relative pronoun was the word 3/
which he/she understood that can be used for feminine plural.

In item (&) pledall L fukai 4 ¥ the student filled the gap with <2,
the student signed by the words ¥ which was feminine noun, so he/she
decided to chose the relative pronoun <’ as an answer. In item (z) , /4
Hlady jtd #4 bl the student filled gape with &4, the student
signed by the words <&/ which was singular masculine. Thus, the student
realised that the proper relative pronoun to be filled was &4/ . In item (2)
Liilalf ) U bl Lad Litdl tits ; the student filled in the space with Ll
- Initem (o) pilf 58 o gy & <ilf; the student filled in the blank with
¢wd . In this case the student understood that the verb ¢ is among the
special five verbs which was masculine plural. This paved the way for
students in selecting proper relative pronoun ¢« Extract 8.1 shows a
sample of good responses from one of the students in this question.
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Extract 8.1: A Sample of the Good Students’ Responses to Question 8

Extract 8.1 shows a sample of responses from one of the students who
successfully answered the question. This implies that the student recognized
the agreement between relative pronouns and verbs or nouns in the
sentences. In addition, this student demonstrated competence in relative
pronouns as well as Arabic syntax.

Furthermore, the analysis indicates that 550 (27.16%) students scored
between 3.0 and 6.0 marks on this question, which is an average
performance. This suggests that they had partial knowledge of the Arabic
Language syntax. This weakness caused them to incorrectly fill in some
relative pronouns. The data analysis shows that majority of them in this
category scored 6.0 marks.

On the other hand, 1,007 (49.73%) students failed in this question. Some of
the students did not understand the demand of the question. Some of them
copied some words from the question paper and used them as their answers.
There were, however some of the students who skipped the question. On top
of that, some of the students did not understand relative pronouns. One of
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the students, for example, in item (1) <ligiae Gladed/ 4 cani b
the student filled s&. The student here used third person masculine singular
pronoun instead of relative pronoun 24/

Furthermore, in item (<) ekl W ubi 2 2¥ the student filled in A4
The student used preposition rather than reliable relative pronoun. In item
(z) Jadty _jté 4 bl 138 ; the student filled /. In addition, here, the
student applied the same as in item (<). In item (2) Lad plid) plia
Litalf ) L dlw s the student filled in <. The student in this part applied one
among counterpart of kaan (w<) instead of using the correct relative
pronoun. In item () &l 58 sy &n <dll; the student filled in ¢/ the
student here confused by using interrogative particle ¢/ in place of the
reliable relative pronoun.

Therefore, these students were very poor grammatically in this part of
relative pronoun. Extract 8.2 is a sample of poor responses from one of the
students.
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Extract 8.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 8
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2.2.7

Extract 8.2 shows a sample of responses from one of the students who
provided incorrect responses. The student did not understand the demand of
the question, consequently, wrote other words.

Question 9: Inna and its counterparts

The question is about Inna and its counterparts (&si/s ). Students were
required to identify the predicate () of inna and its counterparts from the
given five sentences, by putting the answer in the space provided. The
question was:

G AN A 3 Y e 491 Jasdl A Mgl O g
( ) Sl 3
D el A skl sl
( ) SC . Al
( ) Aol J & .
( ) PP < i
( ) SR E L e LR

The data analysis shows that 2,025 (100.00%) students attempted the
question. Of them, 474 (23.41%) students scored from 6.5 to 10.0 marks,
which is a good performance. In addition, 47 (2.32%) students scored from
3.0 to 6.0 marks, which is an average performance. Also, 1,504 (74.27%)
students scored from 0.0 to 2.0 marks, which is a weak performance. The
general performance of the students in the question was therefore average,
since 521 (25.73%) students scored from 3.0 to 10.0 marks. The overall
students’ performance in this question is summarised in Figure 9.
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Figure 9: Students’ Performance in Question 9

The analysis shows that, other students (74.27%) had a weak performance
in this question. The students failed to respond correctly because they
lacked knowledge of inna and its counterparts (4lsdls &) . Some of the
students, for example, left the question unanswered. On the other hand,
some of them took some words from this paper and used them as their
answer. There were, however, some of them who did not understand the
demand of the question. One of the students, for instance, item (1) ZL Jot
s (Perhaps the apple is delicious). The student wrote in the blank space
Jel This student didn’t understand the requirement of the question, but
copied the word which was counterpart of inna in this item and used it as an
answer. In item (<) S clawd/ (! ball 2ile/ (The rain stopped but clouds
are plentiful); the student wrote in the blank space; &<!

Furthermore, in item (z) 4-7-'-4 bl o &aay (I found that the scorpion is
died), the student wrote in the blank space; &/ In item () s it Gl (]
wish the book is useful) the student wrote in the blank space; <! In item (¢)
i) 58 dplally Jwad Lils (You are like the sun and the kings are stars); the
student wrote in the blank space;<tis . This shows that, the student did not
understand the demand of the question. Consequently, he/she copied some
words from the sentences of this question and used them as answers. Extract
9.1 shows a sample of poor responses from one of the students in this
question.
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Extract 9.1: A sample of Weak Responses to Question 9

The extract 9.1 shows a sample of responses from a student who provided
incorrect answers. The student just added the word inna (J) in each
sentence of this question. This shows that, the student did not understand the
demand of the question.

Further analysis of the students’ responses shows that 2.32 per cent of the
students had an average performance in the question. Some of them failed to
provide correct answers to certain parts of the question. However, some
students in this category left some parts of the question blank. Additionally,
some students copied some words from the question itself and used them as
their answers. This performance was attributed to students’ partial
knowledge of inna and its counterparts (&si/s ).

On the other hand, the data analysis shows that, 474 (23.41%) students had
a good performance in this question. The students mastered well inna and
its counterparts (&s3(s ). Furthermore, the students were familiar with
the function of inna and its counterparts (&=/s3/s 7). In addition, they knew
both noun of inna or one of its counterparts and predicate of inna or one of
its counterparts. However, the students understood the demand of the
question. One of the students for example, in item (1) iﬂéW/M(Perhaps
the apple is delicious); wrote in the space provided 44! Thisstudent had a
full knowledge of inna and counterparts. Thus, he/she managed to choose
Ld'due to the fact that the word Je/is used to nominate a predicate (). In
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item (<) _wdS el (<) sball &t/ (The rain stopped but clouds are plentiful);
the student wrote in the space provided _is Here, the student was aware
that the word (< as an agent of nasb, is used to make a predicate
nominative. Thus, he/she opted for the word _ts.

Additionally, in item (z) 4.1.“ cuddl i Gaag (I found that the scorpion is
died) the student wrote in the space provided <& The student selected the
word 4% as predicate of anna as the student knew that, a predicate is in
nominative case (£s449). In item (3) $é sl &t (1 wish the book is useful),
the student wrote in the space provided +4a Here, the student opted for e

because he/she was guided by both<and its nominal subject, which was
mansub. The student realized that immediately after the ismu of&uf comes
predicate of </which will be marfuu. In item (o)  <S/eS Lolally Juad oLils
(You are like the sun and the kings are stars). The student wrote in the
space provided (e . Also, the student picked the word Jwei because
he/she was attracted by the counterpart of inna which is && which changes
mubtadau to be in accusative case and predicate to remain in nominative
case, SO (=a<i Was in nominative case.

This implies that this student demonstrated a high level of understanding of
the uses of inna and its counterparts (&/s3/s ). Extract 9.2 shows a sample
of good responses from one of the students in this question.
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Extract 9.2: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 9
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2.3

231

Extract 9.2 shows a sample of responses from one of the students who
provided correct answers in question 9.

SECTION C: Composition

This section had one (1) question, which carried fifteen (15) marks.
Question 10: Essay Writing

This question was about composition. The students were required to write
an article describing their school in terms of its appearance, facilities, and
teachers, using between sixty and eighty words. The question was:

Ll g K & JMJMMJS "":«Jm’fsi

53 i (5 UK £ 75

The data analysis shows that, this question had a weak performance in
general, as 1,538 (75.95%) students scored from 0.0 to 4.0 marks. Further
data analysis shows that, among 2,025 (100.00%) student who attempted
the question, 1,538 (75.95%) students scored from 0.0 to 4.0 marks, which
is a weak performance, 410 (20.25%) students scored from 4.5 to 9.5
marks, which is an average performance and 77 (3.80%) students scored
from 10 to 13.5 marks, which is a good performance. The performance in
the question is summarised in Figure 10.
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Figure 10: Students’ Performance in Question 10

The analysis shows that 1,538 (75.95%) students performed poorly on this
question. Some students provided answers that did not align with the
requirements of the question. For example, some simply copied words from
the question and used them as answers. However, some students composed
unclear essays. This indicates that the students had a poor mastery of the
Arabic language. Extract 10.1 shows a sample of incorrect responses from
one of the students.
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Extract 10.1: A Sample of the Weak Students’ Responses to Question 10

Extract 10.1 shows a sample of responses from a student who provided
incorrect responses. The student just diverged from the question and
decided to write a letter.

However, a few candidates had an average performance in this question.
These candidates were able to write an article about their school in terms of
its appearance, tools and teachers although they showed some weakness in
their responses such as, failing to organize the points in a good order to
some extent and providing insufficient explanations. There were, however,
some of them who mixed incorrect and correct responses. Generally, their
responses had a lot of grammatical mistakes and spelling errors.

Further analysis shows that students who had a good performance in this
question, explained about their school in terms of its appearance, tools and
teachers. Although, they arranged their ideas in a good flow, their responses
had few spelling mistakes and grammatical errors. This implies that, these
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students had sufficient vocabulary in the Arabic Language. Extract 10.2
shows a sample of good responses.
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Extract 10.2: A Sample of the Good Students’ Responses to Question 10

Extract 10.2 is a sample of responses from one of the students who
performed well in question 10, although, his or her responses had spelling
mistakes.
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3.0

4.0
4.1

ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE ON EACH TOPIC

The analysis of students’ performance on each topic in the Form Two
National Assessment (FTNA) for the Arabic Language subject in 2024
indicates that, the following topics which were tested in question one (1)
(multiple choice question) had a good performance (77.33%). The topics
were: Annawaasikh - Kaana wa Akhwaatuha; (Legilssly OUS - gewlsdl)),
Conditions of binaai and Irabu  (ele¥ly sld Jiss)) Noun(a=¥),
Meaningful sentence (é+4de// Leat)), Original and un original Signs of vowels

(e dlly Ly ol eyl cldle) Prepositions («iaJ), Object (4 clsedal)),
Nakra and Maarifa (44 eally 5_<if) and The special five verbs(@wail J2d¥)

On the other hand, the analysis of the student performance on topics that
tested in other questions shows that, The Topic Comprehension (a¢) had a
good performance (68.77%). On the other hand, The following topics had
an average performance: Dialogue (.saJ) (62.86%), Meaningful sentence
(34dal Uaal)) (52.64%), Nakra and Maarifa (44ealls 5,<i0) (50.27%) Present
tense (g ksl Jedl) (46.02%), Types of verbs in term of time ¢« Jedll alud))
(cr il Eua (38.62%), Original and unoriginal Signs of vowels <L ¥/ ciladle)
(A _silly Luba¥! (35.36%) and Composition (s (24.05%).

Further data analysis shows that, the topic Annawaasikh- Inna wa
Akhwaatuha (Leglsi[s o - el #if)) had a weak performance (25.73%).

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusion

The data analysis shows that, a large number of students were able to read,
understand, and even explain the passage using their own words. This is due
to their good performance in the topic Comprehension (a¢i) (68.77%)

In addition, a large number of students also were able to to exchange their
ideas with other people in an average level in the community. This is due to
their good performance in the topic Dialogue (L/sa) (62.86%). However,
the students were weak in writing an article since they had a weak
performance in the topic Composition () (24.05%).

Furthermore, the data analysis indicates that, the topics based on Grammar
had both an average and poor performance such as Nakra and Maarifa
(L radls 5,51) (50.27%), Present tense (Ebaall Jedll) (46.02%), Types of
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4.2

verbs in term of time(c i dus G Jadll aldl) (38.62%) and Original and
unoriginal Signs of vowels (& _dlly Lla¥/ ol eyl cladle) (35.36%) which
had an average performance and Annawaasikh- Inna wa Akhwaatuha;
(Lag-il i[5 o - gl sif) which had a weak performance (25.73%).

Recommendations

The data analysis shows that, the topic with a weak and the lowest
performance among the topics tested was Annawaasikh- Inna wa
Akhwaatuha; (Leglsils o - gl sdl)) (25.73%). This shows the difference of
(59.16%) when you compare with the topic with the highest performance,
which was Comprehension (a¢d) (84.89%). This shows that the students
lacked the knowledge of Annawaasikh- Inna wa Akhwaatuha; ( &/ - g/sd)
Lagil 53[5 (25.73%). So, to increase a level of performance on this topic, the
following are recommended:

(@ In the topic, Annawaasikh- Inna wa Akhwaatuha; ( <&/ - g&«/s)
Lagilsi/s. The teacher has to prepare and present to the students
examples of sentences with Inna or one of the its counterparts, then
the teacher has to tell the students to read them. Then after that, the
teacher has to explain in details about that topic considering their
rules, functions and how are used in a sentence.

(b) In addition, the teacher has to give more explanations to students
about inflection of Annawaasikh- Inna wa Akhwaatuha; ( &/ - g«/sd)
Lag-ils3/5, Furthermore, the teacher should tell the students to write the
sentences and discuss them in their groups. On that time, the teacher
has to make follow up and mark the work.
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Appendix A: Summary of Students’ Performance in The Form Two National
Assessment (FTNA); Arabic Language Subject in 2024

The
Percentage of
Students who

SIN Topics Question Scored an Remarks
Number
Average of
30% of Marks
and Above

3. | Dialogue (Jsad) 4 (62.87%) Average
T
n l;lzﬁiznd Maarifa 4<) g e, Average
i
c ;’frji?j/Tense edl)) ) (46.02%) Average
Types of Verbs in term of .
> time (cx i/ oa (o Jadll aluadi) 6 (38.62%) Average
Original and Unoriginal .
7. | Signs of Vowels i) 7 (35.36%). Average
(e Ally Tda¥) ey
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