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FOREWORD

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the Candidates’
Items Response Analysis Report (CIRA) on the performance of candidates for the
Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) 2018 for Civics subject.
This report gives feedback to students, teachers, policy makers, curriculum
developers and other stakeholders on how the candidates responded on the
examination items in this subject. The candidates’ responses indicate the extent to
which the topics were covered and understood by the candidates in their four years
of Secondary Education.

The Certificate of Secondary Education Examination provides an evaluation of the
effectiveness of teaching and learning of the four years of secondary education
provision. The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute toward the
understanding of some of the reasons behind the performance of the candidates in
Civics subject. This report highlights some of the reasons that made the candidates
to perform well in some questions. Such factors include enough knowledge on the
subject matter, ability to read and understand passages, right interpretation of the
questions, good English command and essay writing skills. On the other hand, the
report shows factors that made some candidates to score low marks in some
questions, such factors include misinterpretations of the questions, lack of enough
understanding on some topic(s), inability in comprehending information, lack of
essay writing skills and poor mastery of English language. The detailed analysis of
each question has been done and the strengths and weaknesses shown by the
candidates in answering the question have been exposed. Moreover, sampled
extracts from the candidates’ scripts to illustrate the quality of the responses and
Graphs which reveal how individual question was performed has been inserted.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania believes that this feedback and the
recommendations given in this report will enable various stakeholders to take
appropriate measures to enhance the performance of the candidates in Civics.

Finally, the Council would like to thank the examinations officers, subject
examiners and all individuals who participated in the preparation and processing of

the data used in this report.
%

Dr. Charles E Msonde
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



1.0

INTRODUCTION

This report analyses the performance of candidates in Civics Examination
for the Certificate of Secondary Education Examinations (CSEE) in 2018.
The examination was derived from the syllabus and adhered to the
Examination Format.

There were 10 questions in three sections namely; A, B and C. The
candidates were instructed to answer all questions in section A and B and
only three out of six questions in section C. Each question in section A and
B carried 10 marks, whereas each question in section C carried 20 marks.

The candidates who sat for Civics CSEE 2018 were 360,405 of which
205,156 candidates equals to 57.25 percent passed. In 2017 a total of
317,673 candidates sat for Civics CSEE, of which 185,702 candidates
equals to 58.75 percent passed. This indicates that there is an increase of
42,722 candidates equals to 11.86 percent and decline in the performance
of candidates by 1.5 percent. The candidates’ performance in Civics CSEE
2018 in comparison with that of 2017 is illustrated in the table below.

Table 1

GRADES PASSED

YEAR A B C D F Number | Percentage

2017 | 17 | 1,877 | 61,985 | 121,823 | 130,382 | 185,702 58.75

2018 | 104 | 3,037 | 74,981 | 127,034 | 153,182 | 205,156 57.25

The analysis of candidates’ performance in individual question is presented
in the next pages. The analysis highlights the requirements of each question
as well as the strengths and weaknesses of the candidates’ responses. It was
also realized that, some candidates responded to less than the required 7
questions which at any rate contributed to unpleasant performance. Some
extracts from the candidates’ answer sheets have been provided to illustrate
the cases presented.

In this analysis the candidates’ scores in each question are interpreted as
follows: from 0 — 29 percent is considered as poor, from 30 to 64 percent as
average performance and from 65 to 100 percent as good performance.
These performances are shown by using different coloured figures and
appendix. That is; green colour indicates the good performance, yellow
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2.0

2.1

colour stands for an average performance and red colour represents the
poor performance.

THE ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN
EACH QUESTION

Question 01: Multiple Choice Items

This question was compulsory and it consisted of 10 multiple choice items
(i - x) derived from various topics in the syllabus. The topics were; Human
Rights, Promotion of Life Skills, Economic and Social Developments,
Globalization, Poverty, Family Life and Government of Tanzania. In this
question, for each of the items (i-x) candidates were required to choose the
correct answer among the five given alternatives (A to E) and write it’s
letter besides the item number in the answer booklet(s) provided. The
question was attempted by 360,405 (100%) candidates.

Generally, the analysis shows that the candidates’ performance in this
question was good. That is, 125,953 (34.9%) candidates scored from O to 2
marks, 206,833 (57.4%) scored from 3 to 6 marks and 27°619 (7.7%)
scored from 7 to 10 marks out of the 10 marks allotted for this question as
summarised in figure 1 hereunder.

100 -
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 -
50 -
40 - 34.9
30 -
20 -
10 -

O |

57.4

Percentage of Candidates

7.7

0.0-20 3.0-6.0 7.0-10.0
Scores

Figure 1: The candidates’ performance in question 1
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The analysis of the candidates’ item response is as follows;

In item (i) candidates were required to identify from the given alternatives,
the kind of human rights abuse experienced by HIV/AIDS patients in
Tanzania. The correct response was A “Stigmatization”. The candidates
who opted for the correct answer had good knowledge that stigmatization
refer to the practice of treating someone unfairly by disapproving him/her
on the basis of his/her condition. The candidates who were attracted by
distractor B “Food taboos” were not aware that food taboos are societal
prohibitions against consuming certain foods and beverages for variety of
reasons. Moreover, candidates who were attracted to incorrect response C
“Gender biases” did not realize that gender biases are conscious or
unconscious preferences or prejudice towards one sex over the other with
specific purpose. Option D “Gender stereo typing” also was not the correct
answer because gender stereo typing refers to the way men and women are
portrayed in the society. Lastly, option E “Gender discrimination” was also
wrong because gender discrimination refers to the situation when one sex is
treated less well because of belonging to that particular sex category.

Item (ii) required the candidates to identify a type of social life skill from
the given alternatives which refers to the ability of a person to feel and
share another person’s emotion. The correct response was C “Empathy”.
The candidates who opted for incorrect responses A “self-esteem”, B “Self-
worth” and D “Self-assertive” failed to differentiate social life skills from
the personal or self management life skills where as Self-esteem is a
persons’ ability to appreciate his/her self, Self-worth is the situation of a
person to feel or believe that he/she is good and useful, and Self-assertive is
the ability of a person to respond confidently to any situation. Finally, those
who opted E “Love” were equally not correct because love is a complex set
of emotions and mental states, behaviours, and beliefs associated with
strong feelings of affection, protectiveness, warmth and respect for another
person.

Item (iii) tested the candidates’ knowledge on financial institutions in
Tanzania. In this item, the candidates were required to identify the
institution which represents the Social Security Scheme in Tanzania from
the given five alternatives. The correct response was D “PSPF”. The
candidates who were attracted by incorrect responses A “NMB”, B
“CRDB”, C “NBC” and E “TPB” failed to distinguish between banks and
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social security schemes. They did not realize that, banks are financial
institutions licensed to receive deposits, give loans and make currency
exchange while, social security schemes are schemes imposed and
controlled by the government in order to provide benefits to individuals,
members of the community as a whole or particular group.

Item (iv) required candidates to choose from the given alternatives, the
major pillars of the state. The candidates with adequate knowledge on the
democratic governance of a state were able to choose the correct answer B
“Executive, Legislature and Judiciary”. Candidates who opted A
“Executive, Armed Forces and Legislature” and D “Executive, Armed
Forces and Judiciary failed to understand that both options included Armed
forces which is a state coercive instrument dealing with defense and
security authorized by a sovereign state to use force and weapons to
support the interest of the state. On the other hand, candidates who opted C
“The President, Prime Minister and Chief Justice” and E “The President,
The Speaker and the Prime Minister” did not realize that those options
included individuals who belongs to different pillars of the State. For
instance; the President and Prime minister are chief members of the
executive, the Chief justice is the head of Judiciary and the Speaker is the
head of Legislature.

Item (V) required the candidates to identify the type of personal life skills
which make a person appreciate himself or herself from the given
alternatives. Candidates who proved to have adequate knowledge on types
of personal life skills chose the right response C “Self-esteem”. Candidates
who opted other personal life skills did not realize that option A “Self-
submissive” refers to willingness of a person to be controlled by other
people and B “Self-assertive” is the ability to respond confidently to any
situation especially in pursuing a particular goal. Additionally, option D
“Self-awareness” is ability to recognize oneself as an individual and
develop a clear perception of one's personality, including strengths,
weaknesses, thoughts, beliefs, motivation, and emotions which allow that
person to separate him/her self from the environment and other individuals
and E “Self-aggressive” refers to a situation in which an individual behaves
angrily or violently, which were equally incorrect responses.



Item (vi) required the candidates to choose one of the suitable decision
making model in a family life from the given alternatives. The correct
response was B “All members of the family participate”. These candidates
proved to have adequate knowledge on family life and were aware of the
roles individuals often have on decisions that ultimately draw on shared
family resources. Those who opted for A “The father makes decision”, C
“Father and mother share views” and E “The mother can decide on behalf
of the father,” were wrong because this approach allows family decisions to
occur as a result of the will of the person in the family with the most status
or the authority as the case to most traditional families where decision
making is vested in the father. Therefore, other members of the family are
guided by what he says is right. Surprisingly, some candidates opted for D
“Children can make decision” which is the worst thing to let it happen in a
family. This is because children are less experienced, uninformed and too
little to make mature decision as well as to assume such a responsibility.
Their position in family decision making should remain to be airing out
their interests which can be digested and mainstreamed in family decisions.

Item (vii) required the candidates to choose from the given alternatives one
of the strategies which can be used to contain the challenges of
globalization in Africa. The correct response was B “Formation of regional
groupings in Africa”. Option A “Agreement with IMF conditionality’ was
not correct because those conditionality are not friendly to African
economies. This is because their imposition to African states has exposed
intensive exploitation over African resources through privatization,
increased debt crises due to unfriendly loan conditions and turned Africa as
a dumping site as African products cannot compete with imported goods
and services given the African level of technological development.

Moreover, those who opted for wrong responses, C “To increase Africa’s
exports to Europe” and D “To increase cash crop production in Africa”, did
not realize that both are not appropriate strategies because they are
seriously affected by unequal exchange and price fluctuations in
international trade. Thus, Africa cannot realize super profit out of it and
excel economically. Finally, the candidates who opted for E “To introduce
socialist economy in Africa” were unaware that, state economy proved
failure to post colonial African states including Tanzania hence was
abandoned during early 1990's. Again, to date there is no single Economic
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system which has proved to be the best for economic development because
both the socialist and capitalist economic systems have inbuilt weaknesses
and are externally imposed to Africa.

In item (viii); the candidates were required to choose the root cause of
poverty which is beyond the control of the government of Tanzania among
the given alternatives. The correct response A “Unequal exchange in
international trade” was opted by candidates who were aware that Tanzania
as a developing country has limited ability to compete with developed
countries in production and exportation of goods and services. On the
contrary, candidates who opted for B “Communicable disease”, C “Rapid
population growth rate”, D “Mismanagement of public funds” and E
“Ignorance of the people” lacked knowledge on the causes of poverty
particularly which can be eradicated by internal initiatives of the country.

Item (ix) demanded candidates to choose from the given alternatives, the
reason which explain why most Tanzanians cannot access the credit
facilities offered by commercial banks in Tanzania. The right response was
E “They are discouraged by high interest rate”. Candidates who were
attracted to incorrect response A “They lack culture of saving” were wrong
because saving is income not spent thus has nothing to do with eligibility to
access credit facilities. Likewise, options B “They lack information on
credit facilities” and C “They lack education” were also not correct because
one can seek and access credit facilities related information any time when
in need. Again, lack of information and education is not a criterion for
being eligible to access a credit facility. Lastly, option D “They lack
insurance cover” were not aware that, no credit facility is disbursed to
creditors without being insured and even those who qualify to access credit
facilities still a good number of them do not access credit facilities due to
high interest rate which is charged by those banks.

Item (x) instructed the candidates to choose from the given alternatives, the
source of Local Government revenue which was abolished in Tanzania.
The correct answer was E “Development levy”. The candidates who got it
right demonstrated good knowledge on the current sources of local
government revenue. However, the candidates who opted for A “Levies”,
B “Central government subsidy”, C “Property tax” and D “License fees”



2.2

were not aware that these options are sources of local government revenue
which are still operating in the country.

Question 02: Matching Items

The question required the candidates to match the items in List A with the
correct response in List B by writing the letter of the corresponding
response besides the item number in the answer booklet provided. List A
had definitions and descriptions of the concepts related to the topic of
Democracy while List B contained various concepts and terminologies of
Democracy. The question was attempted by 360,405 (100%) candidates
and its performance was average as 194,944 (54.1%) scored from O to 2
marks, 150,208 (41.7%) scored from 3 to 6 and only 15,253 (4.2%)
candidates scored from 7 to 10 marks. The performance in this question is
illustrated in figure 2.

100 -
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 - 54.1
50 -
40 -
30 -
20 -
10 -

O ]

41.7

Percentage of Candidates

4.2

0.0-2.0 3.0-6.0 7.0-10.0
Scores

Figure 2: The candidates’ performance in question 2

The analysis of the candidates’ performance indicates that items 1i, iii, v, vii
and ix were well done by most of the candidates while items ii, iv, vi, viii
and x were poorly performed by a good number of the candidates.

Item (i) required the candidates to identify the correct response from List B
that matches with a political system whereby citizens elect people to serve
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in parliament and executive positions. The correct response F
“Representative democracy” was selected by candidates who had adequate
knowledge on the types of democracy. However, other candidates confused
between a political system which involve people to choose their leaders and
the democratic governance systems thus, wrongly matched it with
responses D “Parliamentary system of government” and J “Presidential
system of government”. For example, a parliamentary system of the
Government is a system of democratic governance of a state where the
executive derives its democratic legitimacy from its ability to command the
confidence of the legislature and it is also held accountable to the
parliament. In parliamentary countries, the voters elect the members of
parliament and then members of parliament elect the head of the
government. Differently, the presidential system of the government is a
democratic and republican system of the government where a head of
government leads an executive branch that is separate from the Legislative
branch. For example, in presidential countries, the executive is elected by
voters and it is not responsible to the legislature, which cannot in normal
circumstances dismiss it.

In item (ii) the candidates were required to identify the correct response
from List B which matches with a form of representative democracy where
by ministers are also members of the parliament. The correct answer was
D “Parliamentary system of government”. The candidates who matched it
correctly had an understanding that, a parliamentary system of governance
is a system of democratic governance of a state where the executive derives
its democratic legitimacy from its ability to command the confidence of the
legislature and it is also held accountable to the parliament. However, many
of the candidates matched it with F. “Representative democracy”, H
“Direct democracy” and I “Multiparty democracy”. Such candidates were
not aware that Representative democracy is a political system in which few
citizens are elected to represent others in councils, parliament and executive
positions. Those who opted H “Direct democracy” failed to understand that
direct democracy is a type of democracy in which all adults and eligible
members participate directly in decision making on matters brought for
discussion. This type of democracy depends very much on the existing
conditions and the size of the communities. The candidates who wrongly
matched it with options F. “Representative democracy”, H “Direct
democracy” were not aware that, both direct and representative democracy
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are types of democracy basing on how people participate in decision
making process. Again, those who opted 1 “Multiparty democracy” were
equally wrong because multiparty democracy is a form of representative
democracy in which multiple political parties exist and have a chance of
leading the government. This system provides voters with the choice of
candidates, parties and policies to vote for. In general, this indicates that
candidates in this category were unable to differentiate between types of
democracy and the democratic governance systems.

Item (iii) demanded the candidates to match a political system which
promotes government accountability and transparency with the correct
option from List B. The candidates with adequate knowledge on the
importance of the multiparty political system were able to match it
correctly with the right response I “Multiparty democracy”. These
candidates were aware that, the opposition political parties normally
challenge the government in power and its ruling party in attempting to win
the electorates that they can do better than the ruling party. In so doing, the
political system is bound to improve. On the contrary, other candidates
wrongly matched it with H “Direct democracy” and M “Rule of law”. The
candidates who matched it with H “Direct democracy” did not know that,
direct democracy is a type of democracy in which every adult citizen is
eligible to participate directly in making decisions on matters which are
likely to affect their lives and it is suitable to a small geographical area with
small population unlike representative democracy. Equally, those who
opted for M “Rule of law” were wrong because rule of law is a principle of
democracy which insists that the law should be equally, fairly and
consistently enforced to all members regardless of their social, political and
economic status, race, sex and ethnic belonging.

In item (iv) the candidates were required to identify from List B, a response
which correctly matches with an electoral system whereby seats are
allocated according to the percent of popular votes obtained in an election.
The candidates, who demonstrated a good knowledge on the types of
electoral systems, matched it with the correct response N, “Proportional
representation”. Contrarily, some candidates matched it with other incorrect
responses such as K “Simple majority votes” and [ “Multiparty
democracy”. These candidates were not aware that simple majority vote is
the electoral system in which, whichever candidate or a party is selected by
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achievement of the simple majority votes wins. That means a candidate or a
party which receives a majority of a popular vote, or a plurality of the
popular vote less than 50 percent but more than any other candidate, takes
all of the electoral votes. It is commonly known as winner-takes-all or first
past the post. Similarly, multiparty democracy is a political system in
which more than one political party exists and operates legally in a state.
Generally, the selection of the incorrect responses indicates that those
candidates lacked adequate knowledge on different democratic concepts
and issues.

In item (V) the candidates were required to match from list B a response
which refers to a form of government which can remain in power as long as
force can retain it. Most of the candidates identified the correct response A
“Dictatorship”. These candidates had good understanding on the meaning
and characteristics of dictatorship form of the government which among
other things does not give room to citizens to put in office a government of
their choice. However, some candidates matched the item with wrong
responses C “Universal suffrage”, E “Referendum”, L “Pressure group”
These wrong matches indicate that they were selected as the guess work
because they are neither forms of governments nor closely related with
dictatorship. For instance, universal suffrage is a right of all eligible adult
citizens to vote in political election regardless of property ownership,
income, race, or ethnicity. A referendum is a direct vote in which an entire
electorate is invited to vote on a particular issue or proposal. Finally, a
pressure group is a group of people organized to influence public and
especially government policy but not to elect candidates to office rather
than in the interest of a particular cause.

Item (vi) demanded the candidates to identify a response from list B that
matches with a form of representative democracy whereby the parliament
and cabinet are independent organs. Some candidates selected the correct
response J “Presidential system of government”. Such candidates had
adequate knowledge and ability in differentiating the democratic
governance systems of a state which relate to forms of representative
democracy. Majority of the candidates who went astray matched the item
with D “Parliamentary system of government” and F. “representative
democracy”. Those who opted D “Parliamentary system of government”
did not know that in parliamentary system of government the executive and
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legislature are fussed together where by the executive originates or derives
its democratic legitimacy from the parliament and it is responsible to it.
Likewise, option F “representative democracy "was equally wrong because
it refers to a type of democracy whereby different groups in the community
elect persons to represent them and give them power to decide on their
benefit. Additionally, the words representative democracy in the item could
have made these candidates to be attracted to opt that response as a guess
work.

Item (vii) required the candidates to select a response from list B that
matches with the rights and freedoms granted to all people in the country’s
Constitutions. The candidates who gave the correct response O “Bill of
rights” demonstrated good knowledge about Human rights. On contrary,
some candidates selected wrong responses like G “The Judiciary” and M
“Rule of Law”. These candidates were not aware that judiciary is the organ
of the state which interprets and dispenses justice in the country while, rule
of law is the principle of democracy which essentially means all people are
equal before the law.

Item (viii) required the candidates to identify the correct response from list
B that matches with a voting system which give people an opportunity to
decide on a certain issue. The correct response E “Referendum” was
selected by candidates who proved to have adequate knowledge on the
meaning of referendum that, it is an official and a direct vote in which an
entire electorate is invited to vote on a particular issue or proposal. Wrong
options like B “Political Party”, I “Multiparty democracy and K “Simple
majority votes” were selected by some candidates with limited knowledge
on different voting systems which exist in the world. For example,
candidates who opted for B “Political party” did not realize that it is a
group of people who are legally organized together so as to take control of
the government. Option 1 “Multiparty democracy” was irrelevant to that
item because, a multiparty democracy is a political system in which more
than one political party legally operate in a state with the purpose of
participating and winning elections to form a government. Likewise, option
K “Simple majority votes” was not relevant due to the reason that simple
majority vote is an electoral system in which voters indicate on a ballot the
candidate of their choice and the candidate who receives the most votes
wins as commonly known as winner-takes-all.
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2.3

Item (ix) required the candidates to match from list B a correct response
which match with a form of democracy suitable to a small geographical
area. The candidates who chose the correct response H, “Direct
Democracy” were able to differentiate it from indirect democracy which is
suitable in the societies which are large in population and in geographical
areas. However, most candidates who lacked that knowledge wrongly
matched it with F “Representative democracy” and I “Multiparty
democracy”. Representative democracy was incorrect match because it is a
kind of democracy where by the people elect few individuals who will
make decisions on their behalf in decision making bodies of the country.
Likewise, multiparty democracy refers to a political system in which
people's opinions, interests and demands are aggregated and mainstreamed
into the government policies and plans through the political parties.

Item (x) required the candidate to match from list B a response which refers
to an organized group of people with the intention of influencing
government decision or certain policies. The candidates with adequate
knowledge on the role of pressure and interest groups provided the correct
response L “pressure group”. However, many candidates who lacked that
knowledge mistakenly matched the item with A “Dictatorship” and B
“Political Party”. Option A “Dictatorship” was not a correct response
because a dictatorship is an authoritarian form of government in which one
person or a small group of people posses absolute power without effective
constitutional limitations. Dictators are associated with no party or a weak
party, little mass mobilization, and limited political pluralism. Candidates
who opted for B “Political Party” were equally wrong as they failed to
distinguish the motives of political party which is to take control of the
government from that of pressure group which is to influence public
policies within the country with no intention of seizing the political power.

Question 03: Comprehension

The question was compulsory and was based on the passage about Gender
discrimination in the society. The candidates were instructed to read the
passage carefully and then answer questions that followed. The question
intended to measure the candidates’ ability in comprehending the
information related to Civics content particularly gender issues. It was done
by 360,405 (100%) candidates.
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It was averagely performed as 202,437 (56.2%) candidates scored from 0 to
2.5 marks, 140,836 (39%) scored from 3 to 6 marks and only 17,132
(4.8%) scored from 6.5 to 10 marks out of 10 allotted marks to the
question. The candidates' performance is summarized in figure 3 hereunder.

100 -
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 - 56.2
50 -
40 -
30 -
20 -
10 -

O ]

39.0

4.8

Percentage of Candidates

0.0-25 3.0-6.0 6.5-10.0
Scores

Figure 3: The candidates’ performance in question 3

Item 3(a) instructed the candidates to suggest a suitable title for the
passage. The correct tittles of the passage were; “GENDER
DISCRIMINATION IN THE SOCIETY” or “THE INFLUENCE OF
CULTURE IN GENDER DISCRIMINATION”. The candidates who
provided the correct tittles demonstrated good skills in answering
comprehension questions. However, those who failed to suggest the right
title responded basing on their own understanding rather than looking at the
major theme of the passage. Examples of wrong tittles recommended by
some candidates were; “HUMAN RIGHTS”, “GENDER VALUES”,
“BOYS AND GIRLS ARE EQUAL”, “THE OUR CHILDREN’,
“CHILDREN”, “EDUCATION” and “GOOD BEHAVIOUR .

Other candidates who did not understand what the passage was about
copied some sentences or phrases from it which had no relevance to the
question and presented them as their tittles. For instance, some of
sentences copied by candidates were; “The girl child is discriminated even

before she is born”, “Bearers of children and temporary member of the
13



family” and “child discriminated”. Such responses indicate that some
candidates lacked skills in identifying the main focus of the passage.

Item 3(b) required the candidates to use two points to show how the girl
child is being perceived in a society. The correct responses were (i) Bearers
of children (ii) Temporarily members of the family. The candidates who
managed to give proper responses demonstrated their proficiency and skills
in interpreting concepts in a comprehensive passage.

Differently, some candidates failed to show how the girl child is being
perceived in a society according to the passage. These candidates lacked
skills in comprehending contents of the passage. For example; some of
them copied irrelevant sentences from the passage and wrote them as their
answers such as “keep quite my child you will grind for me”, “you will
bring me water and fire wood”, “Limited chance to education”, “Right to
inherit land or family property”, “Birth of a baby boy, “You will protect
me”, “keeper of property” and “Bearers of clan name”. The notable ones
were those who skipped this part and those wrote only the item number or
few irrelevant words as the answer to the item. Such candidates’ responses
are an indication that they did not understand the requirements of this item.

In item 3(c) candidates were required to define gender role according to the
author. A good number of candidates were able to define gender role as
one candidate wrote “socially defined responsibilities or activities boys or
girls or men and women are expected to perform in a particular society”.
Candidates’ best response in this item might be fueled by their ability to
comprehend the passage content and to transfer knowledge covered in class
about various gender concepts. As well, some candidates were not able to
define gender role as they associated it with socialization. One candidate
for example, defined gender role as “the process by which children learn to
behave in a way that is acceptable in the society which is influenced by
cultural norms, beliefs and values of a given society” while the other ones
defined it as “the process of encouraging good cultural values, norms and
attitude to children”. Furthermore, other candidates could not write
comprehensible English sentences hence copied some sentences from the
passage and presented them as answers for this item. For instance, one
candidate defined Gender role as “keep quite my child you will grind for
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me”” and another candidate wrote "adult learn to be men or women without
questioning”.

Item 3(d) required the candidates to explain in two points why the birth of a
baby boy is highly celebrated as compared to that of a baby girl. The
candidates who understood the passage correctly managed to point out the
correct responses like: (i) The society believes that boys are bearers of a
clan name (ii) Boys are permanent members of the family while girls will
get married and join another clan (iii) Boys are pillars of strength, heirs
and keepers of property. On the other hand, a sizable number of candidates
were not able to provide relevant responses to this item. Some candidate for
instance, wrote (i) Girls will grind her family. (ii)) “The song for boys is
quite different with the song for girls” and (ii) “keep quite my child you
will protect me”. Others could not write legible English sentences and the
notable category were the ones who completely omitted the item. This
indicates that, those candidates lacked skills to scrutinize the information
from the passage thus, they ended up replying basing on what they know
and not what was in the passage.

In item 3(e) candidates were required to explain three ways in which the
girl child rights are undermined. Candidates with skills in tackling
comprehension questions were able to list down the correct responses
which were (i) Limited chance to education, training and personal
development. (ii) Unequal access to resources (iii) Cultural and religious
beliefs. On the other hand, the candidates who failed to comprehend the
demands of the question wrote a variety of irrelevant responses. One
candidates for instance, listed down negative social cultural practices which
undermine women like; (i) “Female genital mutilation” (ii) “Forced
marriage” and (iii) “Early marriage”. Other candidates pointed out
example of human rights like (i) “Right to education”, (ii) “Right to work”
and (iii) “Right to decision making”. Additionally, the other candidate
suggested ways which can be used to empower women such as (i) “To give
women education” (ii) “To provide employment to girls (women)” (iii) “to
give women loans”

Generally, candidates whose performance were impressive demonstrated
high competence in reading, comprehending information, answering
questions and ability to interpret the concepts from a given passage. Above
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all, their English language skills were impressive. Extract 3.1 below is an
illustration of a candidate who provided relevant responses.

Extract 3.1
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Extract 3.1 is an illustration of the candidate’s good responses. The
candidate was able to provide a good title for the passage and relevant
responses in each item.

On the other hand, the candidates who scored poorly demonstrated
weakness in grasping the massage of the passage and low ability of
answering comprehension questions. Above all, they had poor mastery of
English language; thus they could not understand the requirements of the
question. The majority of them ended up uplifting some sentences from the
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passage and treated them as their answers to the questions asked. Extract
3.2 is an illustration of a poor response in this question.

Extract 3.2
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Extract 3.2: A part of candidate's poor response explained in poor English.
The candidate failed to provide relevant answers related to the
comprehension items.

Question 04: Short Answer Questions

The question was compulsory and had two parts (a) and (b). Both parts
featured from the topic of Government of Tanzania. Part (a) required the
candidates to list down five sources of the Central Government Revenue
and in Part (b) candidates were instructed to outline five functions of the
Judiciary.

The question was attempted by 360,405 (100%) candidates and their
performance was poor as 270, 807 (75.1%) scored 0 to 2.5 marks, 86,773
(24.1%) scored 3 to 6 marks and only 2,825 (0.8%) candidates scored 6.5 to
10 marks. Figure 4.1 illustrates the candidates’ performance in this
question.
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Scores
m0.0-25
03.0-6.0
m6.5-10.0

Figure 4.1: The candidates' performance in the categories of poor,
average and good scores.

In part (a) candidates were required to list down five sources of the central
government revenue. Many candidates were not able to provide correct
responses as a result they wrote a diversity of irrelevant responses. For
example, one candidate listed different sectors of production such as
“industrial sector, Agriculture sector, mining sector and transport”.
Another one, embarked on the factors for production like “land, labour,
capital, tools and raw materials”. Others listed down different political
concepts such as “dictatorship, political party, Judiciary and constitution”.
Moreover, other unrelated responses provided by the candidates were, the
functions of parliament as one candidate pointed out “fo make law, to
discuss the annual budget, to discuss the performance of each ministry and
to amend laws”.

Furthermore, some candidates outlined the pillars of the state which are the
“Executive, Judiciary and Legislature” while others listed the members of
cabinet such as “President” and “Prime minister”. Surprisingly, some
candidates went far listing abbreviations of banks found in Tanzania such
as BOT, NMB, NBC and CRDB. Additionally, some candidates omitted
this part though it was compulsory. Such irrelevant responses indicate that
most candidates had limited knowledge on the subject matter. Extract 4.1 is
an illustration of a candidate's irrelevant responses in this item.
18



Extract 4.1
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Extract 4.1: A sample of the candidate's response who listed down organs of
the state and some members of the executive instead of sources of the
central government revenue.

On the other hand, some of the candidates were able to provide correct
answers by listing down different sources of the central government
revenue such as “Loan borrowing, Dividends from parastatals, Taxes,
Grants, Licenses, Charges from the provision of Government services and
Duties”. Extract 4.2 is a sample from a script of a candidate who provided
relevant responses.

Extract 4.2
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Extract 4.2 is a sample from a script of the candidate who provided relevant
responses.

In part (b) the candidates were required to outline five functions of the
Judiciary. Some candidates could not establish the distinction between the
functions of the Judiciary and those of other pillars of the state organs such
as Legislature and Executive. One candidate for example, presented
functions of the Legislature such as “to ask questions to the minister
concern for clarification, to debate issues, to amend law and to discuss
year budget” to mean functions of the Judiciary. Other candidates copied
responses from list B in the matching item question and presented them as
their answers to this item. For example, one candidate wrote "political
party, referendum, rule of Law, bill of rights and pressure groups”.
Furthermore, another candidate pointed out different political concepts like
"Prime Minister, Executive, Local Government, Central Government and
Parliament”. On the whole, it is evident from the sampled responses that a
good number of candidates faced difficulties in making distinctions
between the functions of the Judiciary and the legislature. There is a need
for teachers to explain clearly to students the distribution of powers of the
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three government organs. Extract 4.3 is an illustration from one of the
candidates whose responses were irrelevant.

Extract 4.3
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Extract 4.3 A sample of the candidate's response who outlined functions of
the legislature instead of the functions of the judiciary.

On the other hand, some candidates proved their mastery of the subject
matter by outlining such functions of the Judiciary as “it interprets the law
of the land, it ensures individual rights are not abused, it resolves disputes
among the people, it support the development and improvement of the law
in the country and Acts as the custodian of the law”. These candidates
demonstrated a good command of English Language and ability to clearly
articulate the demands of the question. Extract 4.4 is an illustration of one
of the good response in this question.
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2.5

Extract 4.4
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Extract 4.4 is a part of a candidate response who provided relevant
responses.

Question 05: Culture

This question required the candidates to analyze six cultural values that
encourage gender discrimination in Tanzania. The question was done by
235,223 (65.3%) candidates; whereby 99,367 (42.2%) scored from 0 to 5.5
marks, 127,061 (54.1%) scored from 6 to 12.5 marks and 8,795 (3.7%)
scored 13 to 20 marks. With regard to that analysis, this question was
averagely performed, as 135,856 (57.8%) candidates scored from 6 to 20
marks as illustrated in figure 5 hereunder.
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Figure 5: The candidates’ performance in the categories of poor, average
and good scores.

Few candidates (3.7 %) were able to score 13 to 20 marks. They had good
mastery of the subject matter on the influence of culture on gender and
ability to observe essay writing rules. In their introduction, majority of the
candidates provided the detailed definition of Gender discrimination like “a
situation in which someone is treated less well because of their sex, usually
when a woman is treated less well than a man’’. Furthermore, in the main
body, they managed to analyze the cultural values that encourage gender
discrimination in Tanzania like “Female genital mutilation, sex preference,
practice of inheriting properties, bride price, widow inheritance,
forced/early marriages, wife beating, women cleansing, initiation
ceremonies, un equal domestic chores and food taboos” as noted from their
scripts. However, they failed to score all 20 allotted marks due to inability
to provide exhaustive elaborations of their points and repetitions of some
few points. Some of the candidates could not provide all the required
number of points in their main body. Extract 5.1 represents one of the
relatively good responses in this question.
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Extract 5.1 A sample of a good response. The candidate clearly analyzed

the cultural values that encourage gender discrimination in Tanzania.

The candidates who scored from 06 to 12.5 marks demonstrated both
weaknesses and strengths in their responses. Some of them had relatively
good organizational skills, adhered to essay writing rules, demonstrated
good English language proficiency and facts on cultural values that
encourage gender discrimination in Tanzania. However, these candidates

could not score higher marks due to repetition of some points.

example, one candidate pointed out “forced marriage” as one of the point
and “early marriage” as another different point while, another one treated
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“female genital mutilation” and “women circumcision” as two separate
points while both points mean the same. Furthermore, other candidates
provided relevant points but their elaborations were not exhaustive enough
to merit higher scores. Likewise, others could not write good introduction
and conclusions.

The candidates who scored from 0 to 5.5 marks proved several weaknesses
in their responses. The striking problems experienced by a good number of
candidates in this category were misinterpretation of the demands of the
question, lack of knowledge of the subject matter, poor organizational skills
and incoherent English Language sentences. Some candidates for example,
misunderstood the question to mean institutions which influence gender
relations in Tanzania such as ‘“religion, family, education, work Places,
learning institution and traditional institution”. Unpredictably, other
candidates analyzed the problems facing different sectors in Tanzania; for
example one candidate used the following points: - “lack of capital, poor
transport and communication, lack of raw materials, lack of education and
poor technology ”.

Furthermore, there were candidates who misinterpreted the question
demand to mean elements of culture like cloth, tradition, art and craft and
language. Under the same category, some candidates provided a mixture of
irrelevant responses by analyzing points such as “corruption, unity,
employment, love, exploitation, improve ideology, lack of economic and
improve of referendum”. Above all, the quality of candidates' works in this
category was affected by their inability to provide sound introduction and
conclusion, failure to adhere to essay writing rules to some of them as some
candidates could not write either the introduction or conclusion, and poor
flow of ideas and argumentation. Extract 5.2 illustrate this case in point.
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Extract 5.2 is a sample of the candidate's poor response who analyzed
elements of culture contrary to the demands of the question.
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2.6

Question 06: Poverty

The question required the candidates to show six indicators of poverty in
Tanzania given the statement that “despite her abundant resources,
Tanzania is still considered as a poor country”. This was the popular
question as 321,671 (89.3%) candidates attempted it where as 145,992
(45.4%) scored from 0 to 5.5 marks, 166,617 (51.8%) scored from 6 to 12.5
marks and 9,062 (2.8%) scored from 13 to 20 marks. Generally, the
performance in this question was average in the logic that 175,679 (54.6%)
candidates scored from 6 to 20 marks. The candidates’ performance in this
question is illustrated in figure 6 bellow.
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Percentage of Candidates
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: : —
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Figure 6: The candidates’ performance in the categories of poor, average
and good scores.

Few (2.8%) candidates were able to score marks ranging from 13 to 20.
These candidates were able to address the demands of the question by
providing relevant points coupled with exhaustive elaborations. Above all,
they wrote legible English sentences and observed essay writing rules. For
example, one candidate defined poverty as “the state of not being able to
obtain basic needs like food, shelter and clothes”. Furthermore, in the
main body, they went on presenting indicators of poverty in Tanzania like
“food insecurity, low level of science and technology, low life expectancy,
poor access to basic services, low literacy skills, high infant and maternal
mortality rate, low per capital income, poor infrastructure, low energy
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consumption, high maternal death and unemployment.” Meanwhile, the
variation in their scores was due to the level of exhaustiveness in their
elaborations and repetition of some of their points. For example, one
candidate pointed out “poor infrastructure” in one paragraph and in the
next paragraph presented “poor transport and communication” as two
different points while are one and the same. Hence, they could not score all
the twenty marks for this question. Extract 6.1 represents one of the
candidates with relatively good responses.

Extract 6.1
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Extract 6.1 A sample of a relatively good response.

The candidates who scored from 06 to 12.5 marks demonstrated a good
knowledge on identifying the question demand and good organizational
skills in terms of adhering to essay writing format. They also had a
reasonable mastery of the English Language though could not exhaust all
the relevant points. In some candidates’ essays, repetitions of some points
were noted. Additionally, others could not exhaust all the required points
and elaborations while some lacked good introduction and conclusion.

Marks ranging from 0 to 5.5 were scored by all candidates who associated
the demand of the question with different cross cutting issues like
“Corruption, Drug abuse, terrorism and frequent accidents” and those who
dwelt on the causes of poverty in developing countries such as “unequal
exchange in international trade, external debt, natural calamities and poor
cultural practice”. Likewise, other candidates deviations included those
who explained the strategies to alleviate poverty in Tanzania like “improve
literacy rate, improve employment opportunity, improvement of the level of
science and technology, prevention of diseases and improvement of
agriculture sector in Tanzania”, and those who provided a mixture of
irrelevant points such as ‘“free movement of people, poor agriculture
methods, family life and mismanagement of government fund’ instead of
the indicators of poverty in Tanzania.

Apart from being wrong, other candidates’ responses in this category were
characterized by mentioning of the points without giving explanations or
giving partial explanations to fewer points and mixing up few correct
responses with incorrect responses. Above all, some candidates' responses
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were affected by lack of relevant introductions and conclusions, gross
repetition of points and inadequate language skills. These limitations
hindered such candidates from scoring above 5.5 marks as illustrated in
Extract 6.2 below.

Extract 6.2
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Extract 6.2 A sample of a poor response by the candidate who went astray
discussing various cross cutting issues in Tanzania.
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2.7

Question 07: Democracy

The question required the candidates to use six points to validate the
statement that "To a great extent election in Tanzania is democratic, free
and fair". It was one of the less popular questions as it was attempted by
only 71,571 (19.9%) of all candidates. The question was poorly performed
whereby 52,481 (73.3%) scored O to 5.5 marks, 18,425 (25.8%) scored
from 6 to 12.5 marks and only 665 (0.9%) candidates managed to score
from 13 to 20 marks. Figure 7.1 summarizes the performance of candidates
in this question.

Scores
m0.0-55

06.0-12.5
m13.0-20.0

Figure 7: The candidates’ performance in the categories of poor, average
and good scores.

A zero mark was inevitable to candidates who provided a series of
irrelevant responses which were totally not in line with democratic election
in Tanzania. Such deviations include those who focused their explanations
on the importance of a democratic election like; “citizen show their
emotional feelings to their leader, a leader express the problem of his/her
citizen, help a citizen to choose a leader who can fulfill his promise and
help citizen to choose non corrupt leaders” and those who embarked on the
principles of democracy such as “separation of powers, accountability,
transparence, constitution, free and fair election and rule of law”. Other
candidates deviations included those who explained the types of democracy
such as; “direct democracy and indirect democracy” and those who went
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further by providing a mixture of irrelevant responses like “peace and
budget, it maintains government support, maintain good behavior, country
stable economical and social and political .

Candidates whose marks ranged from 1 to 5.5, their responses had the
following qualities; some provided both fewer relevant points and
examples, others were able to identify the required points but they were
inhibited by lack of sufficient elaborations due to language inefficiency.
Additionally, gross repetition of points was the common problem in the
responses of some candidates whose knowledge on the subject matter was
very limited. Extract 7.1 is a sample of a poor response from the candidate's

script.

Extract 7.1
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Extract 7.1 A sample of incorrect response from one of the candidates. The
candidate explained the principles of democracy

Furthermore, candidates who scored 6 to 12.5 marks had a relatively good
mastery of the subject matter as a result they were able to provide some
relevant points on the factors which make Tanzanian election to be
democratic, free and fair such as “umiversal suffrage, free and fair
campaigns, political parties have equal access to mass media and presence
of multiparty politics” Also, some candidates managed to provide relevant
introductions and conclusions and they had a reasonable competence in
constructing coherent English sentences. However, they could not score
beyond 12.5 marks because of the repetitions of some points, inability to
exhaust all the required points and lack of exhaustive elaborations to some
of the points.

On the other hand, marks ranging from 13 to 20 were scored by candidates
who provided factual arguments and appropriate examples. They elaborated
more clearly the factors which validate that election in Tanzania is
democratic, free and fair such as; “universal suffrage, competent and non-
corrupt election officials, free and fair campaigns, political parties have
equal access to mass media, presence of free and fair coercive apparatus
and presence of multiparty politics” This indicates that, they had sufficient
knowledge on the subject matter and they were more focused on the
demands of the question. However, inability of some of them to provide
sound introductions and conclusions, repetitions of few points, variation in
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clarity, failure to exhaust the required points and explanations, limited them
from scoring all the 20 marks of this question. Extract 7.2 presents a sample
of one of the relevant response.

Extract 7.2
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2.8
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Extract 7.2 represents a relatively good response provided by one of the
candidates.

Question 08: Government of Tanzania

This question required the candidates to examine six major functions of
local governments in Tanzania. The question was attempted by 113,652
(31.5%) candidates and it was poorly done. The performance analysis
shows that 81,332 (71.6%) scored 0 to 5.5 marks, 31,197 (27.4%) scored
from 6 to 12.5 marks and only 1133 (01%) candidates scored from 13 to 20
marks. The performance in this question is summarized on figure 8.1
hereunder.
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m0.0-55
06.0-12.5
m13.0-20.0

Figure 8: The candidates’ performance in the categories of poor, average
and good scores.

The candidates who scored from 0 to 5.5 marks demonstrated weaknesses
in their responses. Such candidates lacked knowledge on subject matter,
failed to fulfill the demands of the question, had poor organization skills,
incoherent English Language sentences and they failed to follow essay
writing rules.

It has been noted that, candidates whose scores ranged 0 to 5.5 marks
(71.6%) failed to interpret the demands of the question. As a result, they
supplied a diversity of irrelevant responses. Some candidates for example,
associated the functions of local governments with the functions of
legislature as one candidate for example, pointed out “making laws,
advising the government, amending laws and approving the national
budget”. Other candidates focused on the principles of democracy such as;
“transparency and accountability, bill of rights, rule of law, free and fair
elections and political tolerance” while others suggested strategies to attain
economic development like; “improve industrial sector, improve
agriculture sector, improve market of commodities and improve
infrastructure”. Unfortunately, some candidates interpreted the question as
pillars of the state by explaining points such as "Executive, Judiciary,
Legislature, president and parliament”. Similarly, others misinterpreted the
question to mean problems facing African countries such as "lack of
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education, disunity among people, poor infrastructures, unemployment,
traditional beliefs and corruption™ contrary to the demand of this question.

Apart from being wrong, some candidates' responses in this category were
featured by poor writing skills as one candidate responded by drawing a
chart instead of presenting his/her answers in an essay format. Other noted
weaknesses were inability to provide valid introduction and conclusions, a
mixture of relevant and irrelevant points, lack of relevant descriptions to
few correct points given and many grammatical errors. This indicates that,
the language of communication was also a problem to these candidates. In
general, this explains why candidates in this category were not able to
attain marks above 5.5 out of 20 allotted marks. Extracts 8.1 and 8.2
illustrates such a case in point.

Extract 8.1
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Extract 8.1. A sample of a candidate who failed to observe essay writing format
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Extract 8.2
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Extract 8.2: A sample of incorrect response from one of the candidates

Candidates who scored marks ranging from 6 to 12.5 marks (27.4%)
demonstrated a relatively good knowledge on democratic election but they
did not score higher marks because of inadequate elaborations and
repetition of some points. For instance, some of the candidates suggested
the maintenance of law and order in one paragraph and peace and security
in the next paragraph as two different points while are one and the same.
Again, some candidates did not exhaust all the required points while others
were not able to provide plausible introductions and conclusions.

The analysis of candidates' responses reveals that, candidates who scored
13 to 20 marks had sufficient English language skills and demonstrated
good organizational skills in terms of adhering to essay writing format.
Above all, they were able to articulate the demands of this question by
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examining the major functions of local governments in Tanzania. For
example, in the introduction one candidate defined local government as “a
ruling system which is formed at grassroots level and assist the central
government in administrative functions”. In the main body, candidates
came up with argument to justify their responses such as “coordination and
regulation of projects and plans, advancement of social and economic
development according to policy, charging fees and licenses, collecting and
proper utilization of resources, making by law for their local policies,
promotion of social and economic welfare and wellbeing of all people
within the area of jurisdiction and maintenance of law and order”. This is
an indication that candidates had knowledge on the subject matter.
However, some did not exhaust all the required points and others were not
able to provide detailed elaborations of some points. Hence, they could not
score all the agreed 20 marks. Extract 8.2 illustrates this point.
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Extract 8.3
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Extract 8.3: A sample of correct response from one of the candidates.
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2.9

Question 09: Economic and Social Development

The question required the candidates to suggest six measures which can be
used to improve the agricultural sector in Tanzania. The question was
attempted by 244,178 (67.8%) candidates where as 90,044 (36.9%) scored
from 0 to 5.5 marks, 140,864 (57.7%) scored from 6 to 12.5 marks and only
13,270 (5.4%) scored from 13 to 20 marks. This means the performance
was average as 154,134 (63.1%) candidates scored from 6 to 20 marks. The
candidates’ performance in this question is summarized in figure 9.

S57.7

S0, 39

5.4

| .

0.0-55 6.0-125 13.0-20.0
Scores

Figure 9: The candidates’ performance in the categories of poor, average
and good scores.

The quality of the candidates' responses with marks ranging from 13 to 20,
had sufficient knowledge on the subject matter and they grasped the
demands of the question by elaborating such points as: “provision of
capital or subsidies to farmers, encouraging investment in agro-processing
industries, encouraging large scale investment in agriculture, provision of
agricultural extension services, improvement of transport and
communication system, and government construction of modern storage
facilities”.  They were also able to provide relevant introductions, clear
elaborations of point in the main body and conclusions, Apart from that,
slight grammatical problems like spelling mistakes, and variation in clarity
of their elaborations of points, limited them from scoring all the allocated
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20 marks. Extract 9.1 is a sample of a relatively good response from the
script of a sampled candidate.

Extract 9.1
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Extract 9.1 is an example of the candidate who was able to suggest the

measures which can be used to improve agricultural sector in Tanzania.

Moreover, candidates whose scores ranged from 6 to 12.5 marks identified
the requirements of the question and demonstrated reasonable knowledge
on the measures to improve the agricultural sector in Tanzania. However,
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the quality of their responses had limited points, unnecessarily repetitions
of the points, wrong examples and in most cases their explanations were
not exhaustive enough to merit good scores. One candidate for example,
treated repeated points as two separate points, that is: “Government should
provide capital to farmers” and “government should support farmers” then
“the use of modern technology” and “the use of good farming tools .

The analysis of the candidates' responses shows that, marks ranging from 0
to 5.5 were scored by the candidates who mentioned points without giving
explanations or explained a fewer relevant points and those who
fragmented the point into several sub points. The notable ones were those
who scored a zero mark which proved both their inability to address the
demands of this question and insufficient knowledge on the subject matter.
Some candidates for example, deviated from the demands of the question
by pointing out the importance of agriculture such as “Source of money,
source of food, source of government revenue and source of employment”.
Other candidates stipulated the problems facing agricultural sector in
Tanzania like; “low level of Science and technology, lack of capital, poor
government support, poor marketing, shortage of labour, poor
infrastructure and lack of education”. In another instance, one candidate
outlined the bad farming practices like; “deforestation, bad fishing
methods, shifting cultivation and bush fire ”. In summing, no candidate in
this category was able to excel above 5.5 marks. Extract 9.2 is the sample
which illustrates those who performed poorly in this question.
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Extract 9.2

9

tF lead o Jourer  or Income . tha

[y !g»acowtf? due o Wrumu w;lw)n'wﬂwrcd\

«KL(/JTO'V ﬂka ‘H/uw O\Uf Imoﬂ/\}{ WLuvx Jf[u“(

‘&2 (YO»\{ @chv\,s (/LL.Q Mmu ar Ammw(i {J

(ow C«ruQ Z\chh Jo '”ku (/Ldf) 111> mduuz I7Wuﬁ,f

l—UJL "{O JO\At’Ul UF l’VHﬁ{“"IM,QI’L’fL

Tt s becanic  throwah  ogm’eed biwal Leder

Prople thay  af  ewmpl8yment  which  Aulp

'H-Sj“ﬂ\im ,ﬁ/ Gue/{L ybouéi Iuecj?( /{Jtc 17300?

and Swfuf Jgu Gwﬂmc\ sznxoqwuﬂL U);/Ua‘hm

oy (,QUL.VU? ou/[‘t;/i."‘(\u lh % FU\(MJ ML& )/Lm/lfeﬁl‘lnq '

M:” to reduc’ WWWH Thes 1
iﬂuwm When zDU‘lO[E ave Con(Jw(} mecw!vlum

Jekor Jo b "E " Tmple e sk Miney -

W Used 15 ALFFMQM' boavry and alge

by JirOtftcPuM emmlwwwf b fhe preg

aﬂJo/(} L meh 47) reduwe /ﬂbv\« f awwﬂu

G/HU.VU LA (ww Fkujmmu]f Couw&fﬁ J

ut kelo Moo[x +o qa} boste needy’

e as hecx®  Gohan veonh H\m dulng

CUJ\V\‘(/erUu((A/\ QU}G\/ Lo Ur 1c ULN Jamﬂj()ﬂ

Aw net baic MLCQX e woed | CQ\-H},

o;?m‘f« Crops [ w&/\lai‘& and oo in

‘LKUm VuA &‘H’U\ljlﬂh AL MOJ) {l}lﬂ{ F(\N fG\_(SQ,+5

Wiith ave e fowrer 52 ‘Feoo?

52




9 U My fo Increase  develogment, When -
Hw{i& owe_ doing acmmﬂma)\ Seddors liks tovm-
ly\a O\VLJ kttmio\ cmesP\L aumgls o b r
U(ij'l longle Fo7 lncrearr  duv &E\f{\o'[)h’\}lm"'

A}

in T(Lvﬂm\\o\
tudﬂ Yo reduw  Cetpmuas /’mnm!\‘m
LLJOH alro i% L\LI{J {o teduce ﬂw“ﬁf L«z—rﬁ Crnmig

m ouN Coun‘\’w ‘nu_cwtsx; wlum ﬂemﬂt aae 6‘201110\
amncw‘hﬂc& th\)t{‘t{l Mu_ “}Fmr’m[[«m omtf k.(?wgmc
(;jm,uhl avm?vm/h fo b v Thmgle Mvﬁu to
od  Money  Jo B redus pgmber ey
Yooy o aswy Courd g u
Thavegore those  obove are dlhu b
whidy  war  adted  prom oy’ tullurod -
Sedor Jo Wn or [ N% %br Irwwﬁ Mhmﬂum
Jodov 1n owy (ou\MYq i hetlay “wlhan -
he FAOUWanj @F Iom‘wtma are  educate ol
qoum‘\jf /vwi&r N ow fummhf;f 11 _ordey Lo do

%{}h u,”urdl) J\U)fo’]/

Extract 9.2: A sample of irrelevant response. The candidate presented the
importance of agriculture contrary to the demands of the question.

2.10  Question 10: Human Rights

The question required the candidates to show six efforts made since
independence to promote and protect Human rights in Tanzania. The
question was opted for by fewer candidates and it was poorly performed. A
total of 30,774 (08.5%) candidates attempted this question and the
performance was as follows: 27,613 (89.7%) scored 0 to 5.5 marks, 2,649
(8.6%) scored 6 to 12.5 marks and only 512 (1.7%) was able to score 13 to
20 marks. In summing, only 3,161 (10.3%) of the candidates who
attempted this question were able to score marks ranging from 6 to 20. The
candidates' performance is summarized on Figure 10 below.
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Figure 10: The candidates’ performance in the categories of poor, average
and good scores.

The question proved to be very challenging to most candidates as 89.7%
scored 0 to 5.5 marks. Such low scores presuppose the superficial
knowledge on the efforts made since independence to promote and protect
Human rights in Tanzania and this could be the major reason which made
most candidates get scared to attempt this question. As a result, those
candidates came up with a diversity of irrelevant responses. One candidate
for example, explained the importance of Human rights such as; “Human
rights limit government powers and actions to its people. Human rights are
foundation of freedom, justice and peace, Human rights encourage peoples
participation and Human rights makes leaders accountable and responsible
to the people” while, other candidate suggested the measures taken to
preserve and promote Tanzanian culture like “Introduction of National
sport Council, Introduction of National festivals, Introduction of national
archives and Introduction of National Arts Council” to mean the efforts
made since independence to promote and protect Human rights in
Tanzania.

Likewise, other candidates interpreted the question as the negative social

cultural practices that lead to gender discrimination such as; “Early

marriage, Food taboos, Female genital mutilation and Women

discrimination”. Some kept on describing the fundamental freedoms like
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“Freedom of Speech, Freedom of movements, Freedom of association and
Freedom of Worship”. Others went astray by outlining the national
symbols such as “Uhuru torch, National anthem and National festival”.

In a similar vein, candidates’ responses were also characterized by lack of
either introduction or conclusion or both, mentioning points without clear
elaborations, mixing up correct and incorrect responses and ungrammatical
sentences. At any rate, the above limitations prevented candidates in this
category to score above 5.5 out of 20 allotted marks. Extract 10.1 below is
an example of an irrelevant response from a candidate’s script.

Extract 10.1
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Extract 10.1 is a sample from a script of the candidate who provided
irrelevant responses.

Conversely, the candidates who scored from 06 to 12.5 marks demonstrated
both strengths and weaknesses in their responses. Some of them had good
organizational skills in terms of adhering to essay writing format and good
communication skills. They had relatively good knowledge on the efforts
made in Tanzania to promote and protect human rights since independence
as they gave some correct points. For example, one candidate pointed out;
“Establishment of Laws which allows non-governmental organizations to
operate and run their activities smoothly, presence of free mass media and
freedom of religious activities”. However, their scores varied from one
individual candidate to another depending on the scope of illustrations of
their points, coherence of ideas, repetitions of some few points and the
plausibility of the introduction and conclusion.

The analysis of candidates' responses has revealed that, the candidates
whose scores ranged from 13 to 20 marks, precisely focused on identifying
the efforts made since independence to promote and protect human rights in
Tanzania like; “Establishment of the Commission of Human Rights and
good Governance, recognizing and including human rights in the
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constitution of 1977 of the United Republic of Tanzania, Establishment of
Multiparty system of governance, The court of law is given the final say on
legal matters, accepted and complied with international obligations on
human rights such as the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights of
1948, freedom of religious activities, including human rights education in
the national curriculum, allowed establishment of mass media and the
establishment of laws which allow non-governmental organizations to
operate and run their activities smoothly ”. They also demonstrated good
and logical organizational skills, and provided both relevant introductions
and conclusions. One candidate for example, provided the following
introduction: Human right refers to all things which every individual is
entitled to without any ones interference. Promoting and protecting human
rights refers to efforts made in making sure human rights are provided to
all people in the country. In Tanzania human rights have been greatly
promoted and protected as follows. Despite such a colourful performance,
the divergence of the candidates’ scores was due to slight grammatical
errors, lack of vivid examples in some cases and the weight of their
arguments as well. Extract 10.2 is a sample of a relevant response from the
script of a candidate.
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Extract 10.2
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3.0

10 The govemwent allows for multpary u\c)ﬂ@m of gueerr
Mulhnudm Mutam allowns dor \,omO&u mhbg purhics 1o omm‘rg
in o Qouthu Ths \,«nimh meotn ricmvdub\u.rm of tome.m and
picy Qud ub\HQ Orf poweor: chhpgvlu Cusam ol\cm abagne fo
[/mc 6«9@\&» o,P cho;ce 10 CLlOQSQ-L,éO\/QrﬁMQﬂ} cftteir chite
Hhroygla dlecicns, Tl el poty ciute Mvcoolg prachice fhei
rF\r@e W GFPXD(QSQ\OU heetkm b choice on wlio i b ok over
+w DDVQ\’ﬂMQ\\f‘ and mUl +Mmil4,u bhefps o enbiane demoorey
'tmm hupuan nuu{s Qre mt@m&d m@wall Qmux@d’bufm v
i vichue vuomaoo_r& ef 1“»@ wunbry
(0 o kol “H/lo GOVQrY%JMQ(\i' of Tanvaniy lag made
VOrTeu ¢ pﬁ-‘ork& in QHQW)M— 4o Provucte anl Drotngt Lurivan
nabda . wa bas Melwdb {@c’cu peacs and (Aurmcnu since e
rquoks of  ealry tvt,l\wnoludl umm Qre xogaow& andk\i@ll '
t,zdouN

Extract 10.2 is a sample of the candidate’s correct response. The candidate
identified the efforts made since independence in protecting and
promoting human rights in Tanzania.

CONCLUSION:

The candidates’ performance in Civics subject CSEE 2018 indicates a
downward trend as 205,156 candidates equals to 57.25 percent passed
while in 2017 stood at 58.75 percent which is equivalent to 185,702
candidates.

Evidences from the Candidates’ Items Responses Analysis (CIRA) suggest
that, the candidates’ performance in most topics in this subject was average
as majority of the candidates were able to score from 30 percent and above
in 7 (70%) questions out of 10. The performance in question 1 was good as
65.1 percent of candidates passed. The question was derived from the
topics of Human Rights, Promotion of Life Skills, Economic and Social
Developments, Globalization, Poverty, Family Life and Government of
Tanzania. This shows that the candidates were able to choose the correct
answer from the given alternatives.

61



4.0

The questions which were averagely performed were question 9 (63.1%)
which featured from the topic of Economic and Social Development,
question 5 (57.8%) from the topic of Culture, question 6 (54.6%) from the
topic of Poverty, question 3 (43.8%) passage about topic of Gender and
question 2 and 7 (36.8%) both from Democracy.

The questions which the candidates had poor performance were question 4
and 8 (26.79) both from the topic of Government of Tanzania and question
10 (10.3%) which was set from the topic of Human rights. The major
reasons noted for the poor performance include: Lack of an in-depth
knowledge of those topics, inability to interpret and identify the demands of
the question, inadequate skills in answering comprehension questions, poor
English language proficiency and failure to adhere to essay writing format.
Additionally, some candidates’ poor scores were due to mentioning points
without explanations, giving fewer relevant points and gross repetition of
points particularly in questions 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. Against these poorly
performed topics, all educational stakeholders are needed to take efforts
towards overcoming these challenges.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to improve the future candidate’s performance in Civics subject,
the following are recommended:

@ Teachers should employ a variety of teaching and learning
techniques to inspire students’ interests in the Civics subject
especially the topics which were poorly done (Human rights and
Government of Tanzania). The suggested techniques are; group
discussions, use of guest speakers, brainstorming, use question
and answers and charts.

(b) Prospective candidates are advised to attempt the required number
of questions and avoid repeating points.

(c) Prospective candidates should be guided and taught how to
identify the demands of the question and to respond to specific
questions. For example, how to write good and meaningful
introduction, main body and conclusion in essay questions..
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(d)

(€)

Schools should initiate a special English language programmes to
enable the students to improve their English language
competence.

Prospective candidates should be encouraged and guided to read
various sources of Civics subject such as books, news papers,
journals and papers especially those related to Human rights and
government of Tanzania.
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Appendix

ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS PERFORMANCE QUESTION WISE

The
. percentage of
SN Topic Slfrilst;[g;n students who | Remarks
scored 30%
and above

2 Economic and Social 9 63.1% Average

Development
< Culture 5 57.8% Average
. Poverty 6 54.6% Average
5 Comprehension -

GendF:er 3 43.8% Average
6 Democrac

y 2and 7 36.3% Average
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