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FOREWORD 

This report is about Candidates’ Items Response Analysis (CIRA) in Islamic 

Knowledge for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination 

(ACSEE) 2018. It is written in order to provide feedback to students, teachers, 

parents, policy makers and educational stakeholders in general on the candidates’ 

performance in this subject. Generally, this subject had good performance. 

Therefore, this report reveals a number of factors that contributed to this 

performance. 

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Examinations marks the end of two years 

of secondary education. It is a summative evaluation which among other things 

shows the effectiveness of the education system in general and education delivery 

system in particular. Essentially, candidates’ responses to the examination 

questions is a strong indicator of what the education system was able or unable to 

offer to the candidates in their two years of Advanced Secondary School 

Education.  

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards 

understanding of possible reasons for the candidates’ performance in Islamic 

Knowledge subject. The report highlights some of the factors that made many 

candidates to score high marks in the attempted questions. These factors include: 

ability to adhere to the demands of the question and possession of knowledge of 

the concepts related to the subject. Furthermore, the report highlights factors which 

made some candidates to score low marks in the examination. These include: 

failure to identify the demands of the question, inability to express themselves in 

English Language and lack of knowledge on the concepts related to the subject. 

The feedback provided will enable education administrators, school managers, 

teachers and candidates to identify proper measures to be taken in order to improve 

candidates’ performance in future examinations administered by NECTA.  

Finally, the National Examinations Council would like to thank all the examination 

officers, examiners and the staff of the Department of Information and 

Communication Technology who participated in analysing the data used in this 

report. 

 
Dr. Charles E. Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

This report analyses the performance of 115 Islamic Knowledge for the 

candidates who sat for ACSEE 2018. The Islamic Knowledge examination 

consists of paper 1 and paper 2. The items in these two papers covered the 

Islamic Knowledge syllabus of 2012 where each paper consists of two 

sections; A and B, with three and five questions respectively. The 

candidates were required to attempt two questions from section A and three 

questions from section B. The weight of each question was 20 marks.  

 

In Islamic Knowledge 1, most of the candidates answered questions 5, 3, 

and 6, while questions 7 and 2 were extensively omitted. In Islamic 

Knowledge 2, questions which were answered by most candidates were 8, 

5, 1 and 3 but questions 2 and 6 were omitted by most candidates. 

Generally, the candidates had good performance. 

 

A total of 680 candidates sat for the examination. The results show that 558 

candidates passed with the following grades: grade B 4 (0.58%), grade C 

55 (8.08%), grade D 204 (30.03%), E 215 (31.61%) and S 80 (11.76%). A 

total number of 122 candidates (17.94%) performed poorly in this 

examination by obtaining grade F. The ACSEE Islamic Knowledge 

performance shows that, 82.06 percent of the candidates passed in 2018 

while in 2017 only 70.73 percent of the candidates passed. This shows an 

increase of 11.33 percent.  

 

The performance of the candidates in each question was categorized as 

good, average and weak. The pass rate of each question was 35 percent and 

above the marks allocated to the question. The candidates who scored an 

average of 60 to 100 percent fall under good category, those who scored 

from 35 to 59 percent fall under an average category while those who 

scored from 0 to 34 percent fall under the weak category. The 

candidates’performance is summarized in the attached appendix whereby 

green colour presents good performance while yellow and red colours 

imply average and weak performances respectively. 

 

Analysis of individual question for ACSEE 2018 in Islamic Knowledge is 

presented in the next sections. The presentation highlights the requirements 

of each question; the way the candidates answered them and analysis of 
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their responses. Extract responses from scripts of candidates have been 

inserted to illustrate the cases presented. 

 

2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES  IN EACH 

QUESTION IN PAPER 1 

 

2.1 SECTION A: QUR’AN AND TRANSLATION 

 

2.1.1 Question 1: Authenticity of the Holy Qur’an 

 

This question required the candidates to give six arguments from the Holy 

Qur'an to authenticate its genuineness. The topic covered in this question is 

authenticity of the Qur’an. The question was answered by 403 candidates 

(57.9 %) of which 163 candidates (40.4%) scored from 12 to 19 marks, 140 

candidates (34.8%) scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 100 candidates (24.8%) 

scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom, 7 candidates (1.7%) scored 0 

mark. Figure 1 shows the analysis of data on the performance of candidates 

in percentage. 

 

 
Figure 1: The Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

Performance of candidates in this question was good because 303 

candidates (75.2%) scored from 7 to 19 marks. Candidates who scored high 

marks presented correct responses according to the demands of the 

question; they managed to give six arguments from the Holy Qur'an to 

authenticate its genuineness. Some of the arguments given by these 

candidates were: Qur'an pointed out the mistakes done by Prophet 

Muhammad (p.b.u.h), Qur'an challeges toward humankind, Authenticity of 
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the prophecies of Qur'an, Style of revelation of Qur'an was in piece-meal, 

Claim of revelation and literary value of Qur'an together with the promise 

of protection from Allah. Good organisational skills and coherent English 

sentences were attributed to the candidates’ performance. However, their 

score varied based on the candidates’ explanations. Extract 1.1 is a sample 

of a good response from the script of a candidate. 

 

Extract 1.1 
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Extract 1.1 shows a sample of relavant responses of a candidate who 

gave six arguments from the Holy Qur'an to authenticate its genuineness. 

 

Furthermore, the candidates with average performance demonstrated a 

relatively good knowledge on the arguments from the Holy Qur'an to 

authenticate its genuineness but they lacked exhaustive elaborations of the 

required points and above all, repetitions of some points characterised their 

responses. Some of them mixed up with external arguments to authenticate 

its genuineness. These external arguments were: First revelation and 

Appearance of arch Angel Jibril, the failure of the camel to walk. Failure to 

differentiate between the two types of arguments led these candidates to 

score average marks. 
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Candidates who had weak performance in this question lacked knowledge 

of the subject matter and consequently deviated from the focus of the 

question by creating their own responses such as: Prophet Muhammad was 

last the prophet, distruction of Abu Lahab and his wife, storage of Farau, 

the knowledge of soul, the conquest of Mecca, the promise of death and the 

means of transport system. Other candidates provided six signs which 

prove the existence of Allah from the universe such as: Structure of the 

earth, day and night, human body, forest and hill and sunrise and sunshine. 

Extract 1.2 shows a sample of the incorrect response from a candidate.   

 

Extract 1.2 
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Extract 1.1 shows a sample of a relevant response of a candidate who 

gave signs which depict the existence of Allah on the universe instead 

of giving arguments from the Holy Qur'an to authenticate its 

genuineness. 

 

2.1.2 Question 2: Qur’anic Concept of Religion 

 

In this question, candidates were required to give six reasons why the true 

religion is not followed by some Muslims accordingly. The topic covered 

in this question was Qur’anic Concept of Religion. The question was 

answered by 325 candidates (46.7%) of which 190 candidates (58.5%) 

scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom, 11 candidates (3.4%)  scored 0 

mark, 119 candidates (36.6%)  scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 16 

candidates (4.9%) scored from 12 to 14 marks. Figure 2 shows the analysis 

of data which indicates a performance of candidates in percentage.  

 

 
Figure 2: The Candidates’ Performance in Percentage 
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As the analysis of this question shows, the performance of the candidates in 

this question was average because 135 candidates (41.5%) scored from 7 to 

14 marks. The candidates who scored high marks were able to address the 

demands of the question and had enough knowlegde on the topic of 

Qur’anic Concept of Religion. Most of these candidates pointed out six 

reasons why true religion is not followed by some Muslims accordingly. 

The reasons given by these candiates were: love of material things in the 

world and fear of death, failure to follow the footstep of Prophet (s.a.w), 

the blindly follow up of our fore- fathers, man follows guess-work and 

conjecture, the influence of other religion and the impact of misconception 

of religion. Extract 2.1 shows a sample of the correct response from a 

candidate.   

 

Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 

who gave relevant reasons why true religion is not followed by some 

Muslims accordingly. 
 

Some candidates had average perfomance because of providing less than 

six points and mixed up some correct and wrong responses such as: Lack of 

enough Islamic knowledge and education, Interference with other religious, 

Disunity among Muslims, Presence of unbearable or unable leaders, and 

Presence of hypocricy and lack of enough faith to the Allah (s.w).  

 

Moreover, candidates with poor performance misinterpreted the question 

and provided the roles of religion instead of explaining the reasons as to 

why the true religion is not followed. The roles of religion discussed by 

these candidates were: Religion should encourage and provide human 

right; Religion should prove the existence of hereafter. Other candidates 

explained the qualities of true religion instead of giving the reasons for not 

following the true religion by some Muslims. Such qualities were: true 

religion must tells the truth about this life, true religion must be complete 

ways of life, true religion must satisfy the human nature, it must be a 

coprehensive way of life, true religion is a universal religion and true 

religion must be religion taught by all prophet of Allah. Most candidates 

who answered this question misconceived the question and therefore gave 

wrong responses which led to scoring low marks. Extract 2.2 is a sample of 

a response from a script of a candidate who misinterpreted the question. 
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Extract 2.2 
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Extract 2.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who gave 

qualities of true religion instead of reasons why the true religion is not 

followed by some Muslims accordingly. 

 

2.1.3 Question 3: Nations Mentioned in the Qur’an 

 

The topic covered in this question is nations mentioned in the Qur’an. The 

question required the candidates to analyse six lessons the contemporary 

Muslims learn from the destruction of the Ad community. The question 

was answered by 577 candidates (82.9%) of which 187 candidates (32.4%) 

scored from 12 to 16 marks, 253 candidates (43.9%) scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks and 137 candidates (23.7%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among 

whom, 08 candidates (1.4%) scored 0 mark. Figure 3 shows the analysis of 

data on the performance of candidates in percentage. 
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Figure 3: The Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

The performance of candidates in this question was good because 440 

candidates (76.3%) scored from 7 to 16 marks. Candidates who scored high 

marks in this question were able to analyse the lessons the contemporary Muslims 

learn from the destruction of the Ad community. Some of these candidates 

analysed well and provided detailed instances such as: Muslims should not 

reject the teachings of Allah's Prophet, Muslims should not refuse the 

favour of Allah, Muslims should not proud of power, Muslims should give 

up what their fore fathers used to serve, Muslims should not be oppressors 

to the weak people and Muslims should not avoid other people in the 

courses of Allah. Extract 3.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a 

candidate who performed well in this question.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who analysed 

the lessons the contemporary Muslims learn from the destruction of the 

Ad community.  

 

Further analysis shows that, candidates with average performance either 

provided less than six points or mixed up between lessons and reasons for 

the distruction of the Ad community. For example, one candidate wrote: 

Muslims should obey Allah (s.w), should respect their Prophet. Allah 

panish those who are disbelievers, Islam is the true religion, Muslims 

should follow Prophet ways and Muslims should respect their religion. 

Another candidate wrote: we must to believe Allah, unseen, follow the law 

of Allah, believe the Qadar of Allah and remove the conflict of our leader.  

 

Candidates who scored low marks provided irrelevant responses. Instead of 

giving the lessons the contemporary Muslims learn from the distruction of 

the Ad community, they gave the lessons that Muslims learn from the 

comment of the Qur'an on Jews (Israelites). They explained that, Muslims 

are warned to avoid selfishness, Muslim are warned to be sectarialism, 
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Muslim are warned to avoid spreading lies and hiding the trueth, Muslim 

are warned not to be mutual enmity, Muslim are warned to stop 

interpolation in divine scriptures and Muslim are warn to be fondness of 

material gain. Some candidates misinterpreted the question by pointing out 

the charectaristics of the Ad people instead of lessons. They argued that: 

The Ad people were polytheisms, are rejected by Allah, They were 

powerfull and they have trade and they were rich people. Other candidates 

came up with the reasons for the distruction of the Ad community like: Ad 

community were against Allah, Ad community believed that power was 

every thing, Ad community against our Prophet, Ad community was non 

muslims, and Ad community did not follow the role from Allah (s.w).  

Extract 3.2 is a sample of a candidate who performed poorly in this 

question.  

 

Extract 3.2 
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Extract 3.2 is a sample of an irrelavent answer from one of the 

candidates who wrote the lessons from the comment of Qur’an on 

Israelite (Jews) instead of lessons the contemporary Muslims learn 

from the distruction of the Ad Community.  
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2.2 SECTION B: ISLAMIC HISTORY AND HADITH 

 

2.2.1 Question 4: History of the Universe and Mankind 

 

This question required candidates to give six reasons as to why the pre-

Islamic period is referred to as a period of moral ignorance and darkness. 

This question is from the topic of history of the universe and mankind. It 

was responded by 452 candidates (64.9%) of which 189 candidates (41.8%) 

scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom, 10 candidates (2.2%) scored 0 

mark, 219 candidates (48.5%) scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 44 

candidates (9.7%)  scored from 12 to 18 marks. Figure 4 shows the analysis 

of data on the performance of candidates in percentage. 

 

 
Figure 4: The Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

Generally, the performance of candidates in this question was average 

because 263 candidates (58.2%) scored from 7 to 15 marks. On the one 

hand, candidates who scored high marks were in line with the demand of 

the question. Their responses indicated what was expected of them by 

showing competence in explaining the six reasons as to why the pre-Islamic 

period is referred to as a period of moral ignorance and darkness. The 

reasons given by these candidates were: There were idol worshippers, 

killed daughters, adultery and fornication, Gambling and robbery, Slavery 

and plundering and Drunkness and usury. However, the score of 
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candidates in this question ranged from 12 to 15, depending on clarity and 

exhaustiveness of points demanded. Extract 4.1 shows a sample of a 

candidate who performed well in this question. 

 

Extract 4.1 
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Extract 4.1 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who gave 

relevant reasons as to why the pre-Islamic period is referred to as a 

period of moral ignorance and darkness. 

  

Further analysis shows that candidates with average performance either 

provided less than six points or mixed up correct and incorrect responses.  

 

On the other hand, poor performance of candidates in this question was 

attributed to the failure to understand the requirement of the question and 

misconception of the question that resulted into wrong responses. Some 

candidates created their own reasons as to why the pre-Islamic period is 

reffered to as a period of moral ignorance and darkness. For example, one 

candidate had the following answers for the question: lack of influence from 

any Prophet, lack of knowledge about the existence of man, lack of 

education about Allah (s.w), there no existance of Qur'an, lack of 

knowledge and there no influence of Angles. Another candidate had the 

following answers: Absence of Prophets, Absence of guiding books, and 

existence of God mass not considered and lack of knowledge about 

religion. Other candidates misinterpreted the question in a way that, instead 

of giving reasons for the pre-Islamic period to be referred to as a period of 

moral ignorance and darkness; they provided the reasons as to why man 

cannot live without religion. Their answers were: Real basic needs, 

Religion is the way of life, Religion is innate of man, Religion nature of 

men and they differ from the animals. Due to this misinterpretation, these 

candidates failed to answer the question. Extract 4.2 shows a sample of a 

script of a candidate who had performed poorly in this question. 
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Extract 4.2 

 

 
Extract 4.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who gave 

reasons as to why man cannot live without religion instead of giving 

reasons as to why the pre-Islamic period is referred to as a period of 

moral ignorance and darkness. 
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2.2.2 Question 5: Evolution of the Islamic State in Meccan Era 

   

This question required candidates to discuss six methods used by the 

Quraysh to persecute Muslims during the Meccan Era. The question 

covered the topic of Evolution of Islamic State in Meccan Era. The 

question was answered by 580 candidates (83.3%) of which, 347candidates 

(59.8%) scored from 12 to 19 marks, 173 candidates (29.9%) scored from 7 

to 11.5 marks and 60 candidates (10.3%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among 

whom, 6 candidates (1%) scored a 0 mark. Figure 5 shows the analysis of 

data on the performance of candidates in percentage in this question. 

 

 
Figure 5: The Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

As the analysis shows, the performance of candidates in this question was 

good because 520 candidates (89.7%) scored from 7 to 19 marks. 

Candidates with high marks had a relatively adequate knowledge of the 

subject matter, sufficient English Language skills and good essay 

organisation in terms of adhering to essay rules and showing competence in 

explaining the six methods used by the Quraysh to persecute the Muslims 

during the Meccan era. Their answers were: Killing the Muslims, dissension 

(Fitnah), threats, bargaining, planned to kill Prophet and ignoring Prophet 

by calling him a liar. Their scores ranged from 12 to 19 depending on 

clarity of the answer and exhaustiveness of points demanded in the 

question. Extract 5.1 is a good sample of a response from a script of a 

candidate who answered well the question.  
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Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who 

explained the six methods used by the Quraysh to percecute the 

Muslims during the Meccan era. 

 

Candidates with average performance mixed up relevant and irrelevant 

facts. These candidates, apart from mixing up correct and wrong answers, 

had insufficient English Language skills. For instance, one candidate had 

the following answers: use the way of lack of freedom of worship, they 

receive the millitary coup to died Prophet, they make war between Muslims 
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and Quraysh, they make the other god for praying and they punished all 

Christian who want to be a Muslim.  

 

Moreover, the candidates who performed poorly were not able to explain 

the methods used by Quraysh to persecute the Muslims during the Meccan 

era instead they came up with reasons for the various battles between 

Muslims and non Muslims such as: Demostrating and riot, killing 

preachers as they pray, to capture muslims and establishing battles. Some 

candidates emerged with terms of hudaybiyyah instead of methods used by 

the Quraysh to persecute the Muslims during the Meccan era. Such terms 

include: To return Prophet (s.a.w) and his companion and came next year, 

They have no to come with any weapon exept sword, there is no chance to 

fight Quraish and Muslims, There is a chance to make friendship between 

Quraish and Muslims, there are no permission to break even one pledge. 

These candidates failed to answer the question as required as a result; they 

ended up scoring low marks. Extract 5.2 shows a sample of a candidate 

who failed to meet the requirements of the question.  

    

Extract 5.2 
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Extract 5.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who explained the 

terms of hudaybiyyah instead of methods used by the Quraysh to persecute 

Muslims during the Meccan era.  
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2.2.3 Question 6: The Islamic State in Madina 

   

In this question, candidates were required to examine six reasons for the 

Muslims victory in the battle of Badr. The question covered the topic of the 

Islamic state in Madina. The question was responded by 458 candidates 

(65.8%) of which 46 candidates (10%) scored from 12 to 18 marks, 249 

candidates (54.4%)  scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 163 candidates 

(35.6%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom, 5 candidates (1.1%) 

scored 0 mark. Figure 6 shows the analysis of data on the performance of 

candidates in percentage in this question. 

 

 
Figure 6: The Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

The analysis of the question shows that, the performance of candidates in 

this question was good because 295 candidates (64.4%) scored from 7 to 18 

marks. Candidates who scored high marks in this question were able to 

examine the six reasons for the Muslims victory in the battle of Badr. 

However, their marks depended on clarity of their explanations and ability 

to meet the required number of points. Answers were given as follows: 

Help from Allah (s.w), Unity among Muslim, Muslims were obidient to 

Prophet (s.a.w), Proper planning and implimentation among Muslims, 

They fought for the sake of Allah and They maked shura before fighting. 

Extract 6.1 shows a sample from a script of a candidate who answered this 

question correctly. 
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Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 

who examined the six reasons for the Muslims victory in the battle of 

Badr. 

 

Some candidates got an average performance because they gave less than 

six points as required by the question. Other candidates mixed up between 

relevant and irrelevant reasons for the Muslims victory in the battle of 

Badr. Their answers were as follows: Unity, The assistance from Allah 

(s.w), the strong leadership of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w, political factors, 

economic factors and social factors. This mixing of answers resulted into 

candidates scoring average marks. 

 

Candidates who scored low marks failed to grasp the demand of the 

question. They explained the lessons Muslims can learn from the battle of 

Badr instead of the reasons for Muslims’ victory. The lessons explained by 

these candidates were: Whatever disbelivers will do to annihilate Islam at 

the end will be the loosers, Allah will punish disbelievers who reject His 

sign and message, Whatever wealth we acquired from a batle is for Allah, 

Muslims are suppose to plan what they are undertaking and The only 

course of war is to remove mischiefs. Other candidates pointed out the 

causes of the battle of Badr instead of examining the reasons for the 

Muslims victory in the battle of Badr. Their answers were as follows: 

Conflicts between Muslims and disbelievers, burning the farm of Muslims, 

killing the Muslims and Muslims wanted to obey the commandment of Allah 

(s.w). Extract 6.2 shows a sample of a candidate who did not meet the 

demand of the question. 
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Extract 6.2 

 

 
Extract 6.2 shows a sample of a candidate who pointed out the causes 

of the battle of Badr instead of reasons for the Muslims victory in that 

battle. 
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2.2.4 Question 7: The History of Islam After Caliphate Era 

 

In this question, candidates were required to give six reasons as to why the 

reign of Omar Ibn Abdul-Aziz is regarded as the heydays in Islam.This 

question is from the topic of the history of Islam after Caliphate Era. The 

question was attempted by 129 candidates (18.5%) of which 34 candidates 

(26.4%) scored from 12 to 17.5 marks, 69 candidates (53.4%) scored from 

7 to 11.5 marks and 26 candidates (20.2%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks 

among whom, 1 candidate (0.8%) scored 0 mark. Figure 7 shows the 

analysis of data on the performance of candidates in percentage. 

 

 
Figure 7: Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

The performance of candidates in this question was good because 103 

candidates (79.8%) scored from 7 to 17.5 marks. However, many 

candidates omitted this question; only 129 candidates (18.5%) answered it. 

The analysis made in this question shows that, candidates who scored high 

marks were able to explain clearly the reasons as to why the reign of Omar 

Ibn Abdul-Aziz is regarded as the heydays in Islam. Their answers were as 

follows:  He revived advisory council, abolish burden of huge payment of 

taxes, removed the payment of Jizya for the newly converted Muslims, was 

able to revive the islamic administrative council sysytem, treated non 

Muslims fairly who lived in Islamic state and did away with Arabs 

superiority by re-assuring the non-Arabs (Mawalis) of the state protection 

of their interest instead of abusing them. Extract 7.1 is a sample of a 

response from a script of a candidate who performed well in this question.  
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Extract 7.1 
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Extract 7.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 

who gave reasons to why the reign of Omar Ibn Abdul-Aziz is 

regarded as the heydays in Islam. 

 

Further analysis shows that, candidates with average performance either 

provided less than six points or mixed up correct and incorrect reasons.  

 

Some candidates scored very low marks because of either misinterpreting 

the question or failing to understand the demands of the question. They 

created their own attributes of Omar Ibn Abdul-Aziz which in reality are 

wrong. One candidate argued that: Omar Ibn Abdul-Aziz participated in 

battle, sacrified to the sake of Allah, and he was provided good opinion. 
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Another candidate explained that: He was insisting people about preserving 

and memorising the Hadith of the Prophet Muhamad (s.a.w), He used to 

observe the law of Allah, He was dealing about the establishment of 

kingdom of Allah and He wanted all people to respect and follow Allah 

(s.w) accordingly. If you make a thorough examination of the answers 

given by these candidates you will realise that they were just guessing. 

Extract 7.2 shows a sample of an irrelevant answer from a candidate. 

 

Extract 7.2  

 
Extract 7.2 shows a sample of an answer from a candidate who 

explained the attributes of Omar Ibn Abdul Aziz instead of reasons as 

to why the reign of Omar Ibn Abdul- Aziz is regarded as the heydays 

in Islam. 
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2.2.5 Question 8: Islam and Contemporary Development 

   

In this question, candidates were required to evaluate three internal 

obstacles and three external obstacles which hinder the development of 

Islam at global level. The question covered the topic of Islam and 

Contemporary Development. The question was attempted by 404 

candidates (58%) of which 83 candidates (20.5%) scored from 12 to 19 

marks, 201 candidates (49.8%)  scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 120 

candidates (29.7%)  scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, among whom, 05 

candidates (1.2%) scored 0 mark. Figure 8 below depicts the analysis of the 

performance of candidates in percentage. 

 

 
Figure 8: The Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

The performance of candidates in this question was good because 284 

candidates (70.3%) scored 7 to 19. The analysis made on this question 

shows that, candidates who performed well were able to address the 

relevant demands of the question and they managed to evaluate the three 

internal and three external obstacles which hinder the development of Islam 

at global level. Obstacles explained by these candidates include: Existence 

of sects, conflicts among Muslims, lack of knowledge and education, 

development of science and technology which cause moral decay among 

the Muslim, influence of non Muslims in Islamic state in political and 

religious and the rise of terorrism ideology in global level. Extract 8.1 is an 

example of an answer which presents good performance of candidates. 
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Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who managed 

to discuss three internal and three external obstacles which hinder 

the development of Islam at global level. 

 

Candidates who scored average marks in this question either did not 

exhaust all the six points demanded by the question or mixed up between 

correct with incorrect obstacles. 

 

And candidates who scored low marks either failed to provide exhaustive 

responses or failed to understand the question that led to wrong responses. 

Some candidates responded by replacing internal obstacles for external 

ones. The answers were as follows: Conflict among the Muslims, lack of 
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knowledge about Islam, Islamic sects and demarcation of education. Some 

candidates pointed out initial principles of islamization and external 

evidences which dipict Qur’an is a word of Allah as an obstacle to the 

development of Islam at global level. These candidates revealed the 

following: to glorify Allah (s.w), to be pain and to pray at night, 

appearance of Angel Gabriel, The report of Lady Aisha and The report of 

Zayd bin Thabit. Extract 8.2 shows a sample of an answer from a candidate 

which indicates poor performance. 

 

Extract 8.2 
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Extract 8.2 shows a sample of a candidate who discussed the 

importance of development instead of internal and external 

obstacles which hinder the development of Islam at global level.  
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES  IN EACH 

QUESTION IN PAPER 2 

 

3.1 SECTION A: TAWHIID 

 

3.1.1 Question 1: Belief in Allah (s.w) and its Implications 

 

Candidates were required to discuss the argument that the life of Prophet 

(s.a.w) is a clear proof of existence of Allah. The question is from the topic 

of Belief in Allah (s.w) and its implications. The question was attempted by 

573 candidates (82.3%) of which 300 candidates (52.4%) scored from 0 to 

6.5 marks among whom, 16 candidates (2.8%) scored 0 mark, 189 

candidates (32.9%) scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 84 candidates (14.7%)  

scored from 12 to 18.5 marks. Figure 1 depicts the candidates’ performance 

in percentage. 

 

 
Figure 1: Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

Generally, the performance of candidates in this question was average 

because 273 candidates (47.6%) scored from 7 to 18.5 marks. The majority 

of candidates who performed well this question were able to discuss five 

arguments which prove the existence of Allah through the life of Prophet 

(s.a.w). This is due to the fact that they understood the demands of the 

question and had enough knowledge of Belief in Allah (s.w) and its 

implications. Candidates had the following answers: Calamities he faced 

for the sake of Allah, Prophet was not influenced by his environment, 
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miracles performed by the Prophet (s.a.w) demostrate that Allah is existing, 

Prophet (s.a.w) did not demanded any payment, defeat of his enemies and 

Guts of the Prophet. Extract 1.1 shows a sample of a response from a script 

of a candidate who performed well in this question. 

 

Extract 1.1 
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Extract 1.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 

who explained well how the life of Prophet (s.a.w) proves the 

existence of Allah (s.w). 

 

Candidates with average performance either responded by showing irrevant 

responses or mixed up between correct and wrong responses on the proof 

of existence of Allah (s.w) through the life of Prophet (s.a.w).  

 

Candidates with poor performance misunderstood the question and showed 

irrelavant responses. One of them elaborated the miracles of Prophet 

Muhammad (s.a.w) instead of using his life to prove the existence of Allah 

(s.w). This candidate argued that: Prophet was taught by the Angles of 

Allah, he play hil the moon come down the earth, and he travelled to Baitil 

Maqdis in to the seven clouds and rehind for first night. Another candidate 

explained the attributes of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) as a human being 

such as Practice of Swala, Practice of marriage, death of the Prophet 

Muhammad and Practice of wrestling. Some failed to write clearly the 

arguments according to the demands of the question rather went on 

discussing evidences from other prophets’ life. They explained that: the 

miracles perfomed by the Prophets, they were not influenced by their 

environment and guts of the Prophets. Such answers led to low score of 

marks. Other candidates provided general signs on the existence of Allah 

instead of being specific to the signs from the life of Prophet (s.a.w). The 

general signs discussed by these candidates are: the sign of universy, the 

sign from man him sellf, the history of man, the sign from Prophet, and The 

sign from Allah's books. Due to these misinterpretations of the question, 

candidates either scored low marks or zero mark. Extract 1.2 shows a 

sample of a candidate who failed to meet the requirements of this question. 
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Extract 1.2 
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Extract 1.2 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who 

provided the signs for the existence of Allah by using general 

signs which show the existence of Allah instead of focusing on 

the life of Prophet (s.a.w). 

 

3.1.2 Question 2: The Six Pillars of Faith 

 

This question required candidates to refer to the given verse (9:51) to 

explain on how the belief in Allah’s Qadar can shape the attitudes of 

believers. This question is from the topic of Six Pillars of Faith. The 

question was attempted by 212 candidates (30.5%) of which 89 candidates 

(42%) scored from 12 to 19 marks, 90 candidates (42.4%) scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks and 33 candidates (15.6%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among 
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whom, 04 candidates (1.9%) scored 0 mark. Figure 2 depicts the 

candidates’ performance in percentage. 

 

 
Figure 2: Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

The performance of candidates in this question was good because 179 

candidates (84.4%) scored from 7 to 18 marks. The analysis made on this 

question shows that, candidates who scored high marks were able to grasp 

the demands of the question and responded accordingly by explaining how 

the belief in Allah's Qadar can shape the attitudes of believers. The 

practical values shaping the attitudes of believers explained by these 

candidates were: It makes a person to believe in Allah alone and not 

otherwise, makes a person (believer) not to waste time, It create in believer 

contentment, endurance fearlessnes, hopefull concerning the wordly things, 

it create peacefuli in the society and makes a believer to work hard to 

receive good end. Extract 2.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of 

a candidate who performed well in this question. 
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Extract 2.1 

 



52 

  
Extract 2.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 

explained well on how the belief in Allah's Qadar can shape the attitudes of 

believers. 

   

Candidates with average peformance attempted this question with weak 

arguments although they wrote right practical values of Allah’s Qadar. 

Some candidates mixed up some correct and incorrect practical values of 

Allah’ Qadar as follows: to be trust on the day of judgement and the last 

day, It make the believers to be never narrowminded. It inspire bravely in 
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man, It make the believers not to be sad or brokehearted and It can 

generate in believe a sense of modest and humbleness.  

 

Further analysis shows that, candidates with poor performance 

misunderstood the demands of the question; instead of explaining how 

belief in Allah’s Qadar can shape the attitude of believers, they provided 

signs for the existance of Allah from the universe as follows: presence of 

lake and ocean, presence of day and night, presence of mountains, 

presence of sun and moon and, presence of land and atmosphere. Other 

candidates responded by giving mixed ideas which do not relate to the 

question. These ideas include: History of the prophet, the life of the 

Prophets, death rate, creation of men and women. On top of that, some 

candidates ended up copying some questions from this examination instead 

of answering the given question. Extract 2.2 shows a sample of a response 

from a script of a candidate which had weak performance in this question. 

 

Extract 2.2 

 

 
Extract 2.2 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who provided 
signs for the existance of Allah in man instead of explaining how belief in 

Allah's Qadar can shape the attitudes of believers. 
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3.1.3 Question 3: The Purpose of Life and Life After Death 

 

In this question, candidates were required to use five logical reasons to 

justify the inevitability of life after death. The question was derived from 

the topic of the Purpose of Life and Life after Death. The question was 

answered by 553 candidates (79.5%) of which 318 candidates (57.5%)  

scored from 12 to 19.5 marks, 127 candidates (23%)  scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks and 108 candidates (19.5%)  scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among 

whom, 26 candidates (4.7%)  scored a 0 mark. Figure 3 shows the analysis 

of data which indicates candidates’ performance in percentage. 

 

 
Figure 3: The Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

Generally, the performance of candidates in this question was good because 

445 candidates (80.5%) scored from 7 to 17.5 marks. Candidates who 

scored high marks were able to use five logical reasons to justify the 

inevitability of life after death. The logical reasons given by candidates 

were: Origin of life here on the earth, fulfilment of Allah's promise, to 

reward those who conduct good deeds and punish those who conduct bad 

deeds, Allah needs to establish equality and justice, Allah need to realize 

true religion. Extract 3.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a 

candidate who performed well in this question. 
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Extract: 3.1 
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Extract 3.1 is a sample of a response of a candidate who provided 

logical reasons to justify the inevitability of the life after death.  

 

Some candidates who scored average marks either mixed up relevant and 

irrelevant logical reasons or provided less than five logical reasons. 

 

The candidates who scored very low marks misunderstood the question. 

Some candidates provided the historical facts from the Qur'an which 

justisfy the inevitability of life after death. Historical facts explained by 

these candidates were: History of Uzeir, the birds of Prophet Ibrahiim, the 

Youth of the cave, the miracles of prophet Issa and the incidence of 

israelites. One candidate came up with the names and functions of angels 

Munkar, Nakir, and Israfeel. Another candidate argued with two points 

which are used by disbelievers to deny the existance of Allah (s.w) which 

are: God is not perceivable and if God exists who created Him? Another 

candidate discussed arguments raised by disbelievers to deny the life after 

death. These arguments are: When a man dies and born become dust, There 

is no life after man died since no any man who died and get the life, Many 

disbelivers they want miracles, and when man died will be the food of other 

organism. Other candidates explained the stages after death such as: Al 

Barzakh, Al Ba'ath and The day of judgement. All above examples show 

that candidates in this category did not understand the demand of the 

question which resulted into either scoring low marks or zero mark. Extract 

3.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 

performed poorly in this question. 
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Extract: 3.2 

 
Extract 3.2 shows a sample of a response from the candidate who 

explained the stages of life after death instead of providing five logical 

reasons that justify the inevitability of the life after death. 
 

3.2 SECTION B: FIQHI 

 

3.2.1 Question 4: Islamic Way of Life 

 

In this question, candidates were required to show how Muslims can help to 

eradicate corruption in a society. The question was taken from the topic of 
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Islamic Way of Life. The question was attempted by 248 candidates 

(35.6%) of which 139 candidates (56%)  scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among 

whom, 02 candidates (0.8%)  scored 0 mark, 103 candidates (41.6%)  

scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 06 candidates (2.4%)  scored from 12 to 

14 marks. Figure 4 shows the analysis of data on the performance of the 

candidates in percentage. 

 

 
Fiqure 4: Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

The performance of the candidates in this question was average because 

109 candidates (44%) scored from 7 to 14 marks. The analysis of 

candidates’ performance shows that candidates who scored high marks 

managed to show how Muslims can help to eradicate corruption. These 

candidates had enough knowledge on the topic of Islamic way of life and 

also understood the demands of the question. Ways in which Muslims can 

help to eradicate corruption, as elaborated by candidates are: Avoiding 

participating in corruption bussiness issues, Provision of education on the 

efffects of corruption, Muslims should provide support to the government in 

the fighting against corruption, formation of organization which will be 

concerned with corruption eradication and following rules and regulations. 

Extract 4.1 is a sample of a good response from a script of a candidate who 

elaborated well the ways on how Muslims can help to eradicate corruption.  
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Extract: 4.1 
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Extract 4.1 shows a sample of a response of a script of a candidate who 

showed how Muslims can help to eradicate corruption in a 

society. 

 

Further analysis revealed that candidates with average performance mixed 

up some of relevant and irrelevant arguments on the ways Muslims can use 

to eradicate corruption in a society.  

 

Candidates who scored low marks misunderstood the question. They failed 

to show how Muslims can help to eradicate corruption in the society 

instead they ended up writing the roles of the government in eradicating 

corruption. The answers were as follows: Provision of social services, 

provide employment opportunity, to promote good salary, to provide 

capital and to provide good infrastructure. One candidate showed the ways 

of promoting social welfare in a community such as: earn for halal, to give 

Zakat, provision of sadaqat and accumulation of wealthy. Other candidates 

showed ways Muslims can use to promote social development in the 

community such as: Improving good leadership, improving education, 

improving equality, improve peace and harmony and improving the 

brotherhood. Extract 4.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate with 

poor performance in this question. 

 

Extract 4.2 
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Extract 4.2 indicates a sample of a response from a candidate who 

showed ways Muslims can use to promote social development in the 

community instead of showing how Muslims can help to eradicate 

corruption. 
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3.2.2 Question 5: Islamic Family Law 

 

Candidates were required to analyse six effects of divorce in a community. 

This question covered the topic of Islamic Family Law. The question was 

attempted by 587 candidates (84.5%) of which 250 candidates (42.6%) 

scored from 12 to 17 marks, 286 candidates (48.7%) scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks and 51 candidates (8.7%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom, 

01 candidate (0.2%) scored 0 mark. Figure 5 shows the performance of 

candidates in percentage. 

 

 
Figure 5: Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

The general performance in this question was good because 536 candidates 

(91.3%) scored from 7 to 17 marks. Candidates who scored high marks 

were able to answer the question correctly by analysing six effects of 

divorce in a community together with vivid examples. The effects of 

divorce in a community which were analysed by these candidates were: 

separation of family, distruction of moral values, increasing number of 

widows, increasing number of street children, poor upbringing and 

Poverty. Extract 5.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 

who performed well in this question. 
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Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who analysed 

well the effects of divorce in a community.  

 

Candidates with average performance mixed up some relevant and 

irrelevant effects. Among the irrelevant points were: diseases, death and 

Unemployment. Other candidates analysed less than six effects, as 

demanded by the question. These candidates also scored average marks. 

 

Further analysis showed that, candidates with low marks fall in the 

category of candidates who either misinterpreted the question, failed to 

grasp the demand of the question or both. As a result, they provided the 
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benefits of divorce instead of the effects of it. The benefits of divorce 

analysed by these candidates were: Promote freedom among the partners 

and it creates God conscious to the partners. Another candidate gave 

irrelevant facts as he/she argued that: divorce course death; it can course 

terrorism and Political instability. Other candidates provided the 

advantages of divorce such as: It establishes rights in the societies, to 

eradicate conflicts in the society, to protect the society from the evils, and 

to allow couples to find new couples of their life and fulfill their sexual 

needs. Extract 5.2 shows a sample of an answer from a script of a candidate 

who had poor performance in this question. 

 

Extract 5.2 
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Extract 5.2 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who 

explained the benefits of divorce instead of the effects of divorce. 

 

3.2.3 Question 6: Islamic Way of Life 

     

The question focused on the topic of Islamic way of life. Candidates were 

required to show how Muslims can help to promote peace and tranquility in 



68 

a community. The question was attempted by 233 candidates (33.5%) of 

which 108 candidates (46.4%)  scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom, 

06 candidates (2.6%) scored 0 mark, 108 candidates (46.3%) scored from 7 

to 11.5 marks and 17 candidates (7.3%) scored from 12 to 16 marks. Figure 

6 shows the performance of candidates in percentage. 

 

 
Figure 6: Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

The performance of candidates in this question was average because 125 

candidates (53.6%) scored from 7 to 16 marks. Candidates who scored high 

marks managed to show clearly with tangible examples on how Muslims 

can help to promote peace and tranquility in a community. They showed 

competences in explaining the ways Muslims can help to promote peace 

and tranquility in a community. Their answers were as follow: Observing 

and following commandment of Allah and obeying the Prophet's teachings, 

Seeking for knowledge and practicing the acts of wisdom, enacting the 

rules, principles and law described by the Qur'an, obeying and supporting 

our leaders, and treating non Muslims with proper outlook. Extract 6.1 is a 

sample of a response from a script of a candidate who performed well in 

this question. 
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Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who showed 

how Muslims can help to promote peace and tranquility in a 

community. 

 

Further analysis shows that, candidates who scored average marks mixed 

up the right and wrong responses. Some of them showed less than six 

points in their responses that led to average marks.   
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Candidates who scored lower marks responded out of the requirements of 

the question. Some of them explained the rituals of Islam and the acts of 

promotion of social developments such as perfoming all prayers together, 

perfoming Zakat, equal freedom to every person, and introducing 

educational centres. Other candidates explained the social activities that can 

help to promote the welfare of the community such as: through swadaqat 

jaariyah, Swala, Ramadan, perfoming various activities like construction 

and trade and Conducting Jihaad. Because of these discrepancies in their 

explanations, they either scored low marks or zero mark. Extract 6.2 is a 

sample of a script of a candidate who performed poorly in this question. 

 

Extract 6.2 

 
Extract 6.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who explained 

the five fundaments of Islam instead of showing how Muslims can 

help to promote peace and tranquility in a community. 
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3.2.4 Question 7: Islamic Legal Science and Criminal Law 

  

This question required the candidates to state the Islamic punishment on 

highway robbery, theft, slander, drinking alcohol and adultery by reflecting 

on Islamic Legal Science and criminal law. The question was from the 

topic of Islamic Legal Science and Criminal Law. The question was 

attempted by 357 candidates (51.3%), of which 195 candidates (54.6%) 

scored from 12 to 18.5 marks, 129 candidates (36.2%) scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks and 33 candidates (9.2%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among 

whom 01 candidate (0.3%) scored 0 mark. Figure 7 shows performance of 

the candidates in percentage. 

 

 
Figure 7: Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

Generally, the performance of candidates in this question was good because 

324 candidates (90.8%) scored from 7 to 18.5 marks. The analysis of 

candidates’ performance shows that, those who scored high marks managed 

to respond to the question as it demanded by stating the islamic punishment 

on highway robbery, theft, slander, drinking alcohol and adultery as 

follows: to be killed and crucified if he kills, Cutting off the leg and hand in 

opposite if takes only properties without killing, being exiled away if he 

neither kill nor taking any property, cutting off the right hand, eighty lashes 

according to Imam Hanbal and Malik, and Forty lashes to Shafiy, Stoned 

to death if married hundred lashes if not, eighty lashes and rejected to 

provide evidence forever, respectively. Extract 7.1 is a sample of a response 

from a script of a candidate who performed well in this question. 
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Extract 7.1 
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Extract 7.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who stated the 

accurate punishment on highway robbery, theft, slander, drinking alcohol 

and adultery basing on Islamic Legal Science and Criminal Law.  
 

Further analysis shows that, candidates with average performance either 

missed some explanations on punishements to some of crimes or did not 

have enough explantion on some of them.  

 

Moreover, the candidates with low performance did not provide the right 

responses as the question demanded instead most of them explained the 

punishments for commiting the mentioned crimes basing on secular law 

and not on Islamic Legal Science and Criminal Law. Their answers were: 

Cutting away their parts of the body, corporal punishment, sending to jail 
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and prisons, bitting them stone until die, to encourage confence, and to be 

slave on a short time. Some candidates mixed up between the nature of 

crime commited and the punishment to be administered. For example one 

candidate explained that: for highway robbery to be cutted his left hand, 

drinking alcohol had to slap forty five sticks publically and Adultry 

punishment is to slap a person eighty sticks. 7.2 is an example of a response 

from a script of a candidate with weak performance in this question. 

 

Extract 7.2 
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Extract 7.2 is a sample of a response of a candidate who stated secular 

punishments for high way robbery, theft, slander, drinking alcohol and 

adultery instead of stating them basing on Islamic Legal Science and 

Criminal Law. 
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3.2.5 Question 8: The Five Fundamentals of Islam  

    

In this question, the candidates were required to analyse five social benefits 

of performing jamaa prayers in the Mosque. The question was attempted by 

615 candidates (88.4%) of which 103 candidates (16.7%) scored from 12 to 

18 marks, 346 candidates (56.3%) scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 166 

candidetes (27%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom, 1 candidate 

(0.2%) scored 0 mark. Figure 8 shows the performance of the candidates in 

percentage. 

 

 
Figure 8: Performance of Candidates in Percentage 

 

Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question was good 

because 449 candidates (73%) scored from 7 to 17 marks. This is the most 

answered question in this paper and most of candidates answered it 

correctly. This is due to the fact that prayer is a practical thing and Muslims 

practice it five times a day as one of the five fundamentals of Islam. The 

candidates who scored high marks were able to provide clear analysis 

according to the demands of the question. They revealed all five social 

benefits of jamaa prayers. Most of these candidates revealed that: jamaa 

prayers enable to create strong brotherhood, help Muslims to meet and 

discuss their development issues, make people to observe management of 

time, and helps to generate a sense of equality among Muslims. Extract 8.1 

is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who performed well 

in this question. 
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Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who clearly 

analysed the social benefits of jamaa prayer in the Mosque.  

 

The candidates with average performance attempted the question by mixing 

up both the social benefits of jamaa prayers in the mosque and that of 

prayers in general such as: Help to create a sense of brotherhood, Help to 

create a sense of patient and perseviarance to the muslims, It bring twenty 

seven bridge, It remove hypocritic tendency, It make believer to be God 

concious and Provide peace and security. The candidates gave five 

prerequisites with unsatisfactory explanations to deserve high marks.  

 

The candidates who scored low marks failed to grasp the demands of the 

question and came up with poor analysis of the question. For example, one 

among them created his/her own illogical points. This candidate had the 

following points: Improvement of buildings, Improvement of education, 

Provision of humanitarian assistance, Improvent of health services and 

Improvement of employment opportunity. Extract 8.2 shows a sample of an 

answer with poor performance in this question. 
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Extract 8.2 
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Extract 8.2 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who 

discussed on the improvement of social services instead of analysing 

the social benefits of jamaa prayers in the Mosque.  
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4.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’  PERFORMANCE IN EACH TOPIC 

   

The analysis of the candidates’ response in each topic shows that the 

candidates had good performance in the topics of The Islamic Family Law 

(91.3%), Islamic Legal Science and Criminal Law (90.8%), The Evolution 

of Islamic State-the Maccan Era (89.7%), The Six Pillars of Faith (84.5%),  

The Purpose of Life and Life After Death (80.5%), The History of Islam 

After Caliphate Era (79.8%), Nations Mentioned in the Qur’an (76.3%), 

Authenticity of the Holy Qur’an (75.2%), The Five Fundamentals of Islam 

(73%), Islam and Contemporary Development (70.3%), and The Islamic 

State in Madinah (64.4%). The candidates were able to perform well in 

these topics because of their ability to follow the required instructions; 

identify the demands of the questions and mastery of the subject matter.  

Moreover, most of the candidates demonstrated a mastery of English 

language in answering questions that required explanations. 

 

The candidates performed averagely in the topics of History of the Universe 

and Mankind (58.2%), Islamic Way of Life (48.8%), Belief in Allah (s.w) 

and its Implication (47.6%) and The Qur’anic Concept of Religion (41.5%). 

The reasons which made the candidates to get average performance in these 

topics were: providing fewer points than instructed, mentioning of correct 

points without satisfactory explanations and mixing up of correct with 

incorrect concepts. The candidates’ performance on the topics for ACSEE 

2018 is summarized in appendix A. 

 

In comparison with 2017 examination, the performance of the candidates in 

2018 Islamic Knowledge Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education 

Examination (ACSEE) has increased. In 2017 five topics had good 

performance; five topics had average performance while three topics had 

weak performance. In 2018 eleven topics have good performance; four 

topics have average peformance while no topic has weak performance. 

However, there were three topics in 2017 examination which were not 

tested in 2018, and six topics in 2018 examination which were not tested in 

2017. The comparison of the analysis of the candidates’ performance in 

each topic for 2017 and 2018 is summarized in appendix B, where green 

colour indicates topics with good performance, yellow colour indicates 

topics with average performance and red colour indicates topics with weak 

performance. 
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5.0 CONCLUSION 

  

Generally, the performance of Islamic Knowledge Examination for 

Advanced Certificate Secondary Examination (ACSEE) 2018 was good. 

The analysis which has been conducted in paper 1 and 2 shows that the 

candidates’ performance was good in paper 1 compared to paper 2. 

  

The candidates with good performance were able to answer the questions 

correctly by addressing the tasks of the questions and showing competence 

in the subject matter. They were able to write well organised essays with 

English language proficiency.  

 

Some candidates with average performance mixed up relevant with 

irrelevant concepts and wrote less than required points on a particular 

question. Some of them lacked enough knowledge on the topics concerned. 

These candidates recalled the content required in answering the respective 

question but failed to provide satisfactory explanations or they just 

mentioned a concept without explanations as a result, they scored average 

marks.  

 

Furthermore, the analysis revealed that, the performance of the candidates 

in the The Qur’anic Concept of Religion of question 2 in paper 1 was not 

impressive. The weaknesses observed were misinterpretation of the 

question and lack of knowledge on the concept related to the Qur’anic 

Concept of Religion which makes Muslims not to follow a true religion 

accordingly. As a result, no candidate scored above 14 marks. This may 

suggest that candidates were not familiar with the topic. 

 

It is expected that this report will be useful to stakeholders such as 

prospective candidates, teachers and parents. It is also expected that the 

report will enable teachers to improve teaching and learning of the Islamic 

knowledge subject. 

 

6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

In order to improve the performance of prospective candidates in this 

subject, the following are recommended. 
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(a) Students should be given enough tests, homeworks and other 

exercises. This will help them not only to clear their misconceptions of 

Islamic concepts but also to make them familiar with ways to answer 

questions correctly.  

 

(b) Candidates are advised to revise all topics in Islamic Knowledge 

syllabus when preparing for ACSEE examination. These will help 

them to have enough knowledge on the topics and answer the 

questions correctly. 

 

(c)  Students should be guided to identify the requirements of the 

questions so as to provide relevant points/concepts. 

 

(d) The candidates should be encouraged to answer all parts of the 

questions with sufficient number of points as required in the questions. 

 

(e) The candidates should read Qur’anic translation and its footnotes, 

different Islamic Knowledge books and journals in order to have basic 

rules and principles of reading, translating and general understanding 

of the Qur’an. 

 

(f) The candidates should participate in different Islamic discussions 

especially in the areas that they find difficulty to understand. 

 

(g) The Islamic education panel should improve the current textbooks 

namely The Study of Qur’an and Hadith, Islamic History and Fiqh and 

Tawheed (volume 1, 2 and 3) and add missing topics such as History 

of Islam After Caliphate so as to match with the syllabus. The sub-

topic of the History of Umayyad Dynasty should be emphasized as it is 

one of the primary sources of Islamic History. 

 

(h) The candidates should improve their English language. Some 

candidates seem to have good ideas but failed to answer some 

questions because they lack proficiency in English Language. 

Therefore, candidates should be encouraged to read various books to 

enable them improve their vocabularies. This will eventually enable 

them to use correct spellings and grammatically correct sentences. 
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Appendix A 

Summary of Candidates’ Performance-Topic Wise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S/N Topic 

Total 

Number of 

questions 

Percentage of 

candidates who scored  

an average of 35% or 

above 

Remarks 

1 The Islamic Family Law   1 91.3 Good 

2 The Islamic Legal Science and 

Criminal Law 

1 90.8 Good 

3 The Evolution of Islamic State-the 

Maccan Era   

1 89.7 Good 

4 The Six Pillars of Faith 1 84.4 Good 

5 The Purpose of Life and Life 

After Death   

1 80.5 Good 

6 The History of Islam After  

Caliphate Era 

1 79.8 Good 

7 Nations Mentioned in the Qur’an 1 76.3 Good 

8 Authenticity of the Holy Qur’an 1 75.2 Good 

9 The Five Fundamentals of Islam   1 73 Good 

10 Islam and Contemporary 

Development. 

1 70.3 Good  

11 The Islamic State in Madinah 1 64.4 Good 

12 History of the Universe and 

Mankind 

1 58.2 Average 

13 Islamic Way of Life 2 48.8 Average 

14 Belief in Allah (s.w) and its 

implication 

1 47.6 Average 

15 The Qur’anic Concept of Religion 1 41.5 Average 
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Appendix B 

 

COMPARISON OF CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE IN TOPICS 

BETWEEN YEAR 2017 AND 2018 
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R
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1 The Islamic Legal Science 

and Criminal Law     
1 

93.7 
Good 1 90.8 Good 

2.  Rationale  of Islam and 

concept of Islam 
1 

92.3 
Good    

3. The Qur’anic Concept of 

Religion    
1 

79.6 
Good 1 41.5 Average 

4. The Qur’anic Concept of 

Educatin      
1 

79.4 
Good    

5. The Islamic Family Law    2 63.1 Good 1 91.3 Good 

6. The Five Fundamentals of 

Islam      
1 

58.6 
Average 1 73 Good 

7 The Six Pillars of Faith    2 56.2 Average 1 84.4 Good 

8. The Purpose of Life and 

Life After Death   
1 

55.4 
Average 1 80.5 Good 

9. The Islamic State in 

Caliphate Era 

1 48.9 
Average    

10. The Islamic State in 

Madinah   

2 45.95 Average 
1 64.4 Good 

11. The Evolution of Islamic 

State the Maccan Era   

1 31.8 Weak 
1 89.7 Good 

12 The Authenticity of the 

Holy Qur’an  

1 21.3 Weak 
1 75.2 Good 

13 The History of Islam After  

Caliphate Era       

1 6.8 Weak 
1 79.8 Good 

14  Islam and Contemporary 

Development. 

   
1 70.3 Good 

15 Nations Mentioned in the 

Qur’an 

   
1 76.3 Good 
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16 History of the Universe 

and Mankind 

   
1 58.2 Average 

17 Islamic Way of Life    2 48.8 Average 

18 Belief in Allah (s.w) and 

its implication 

   
1 47.6 Average 




