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FOREWORD 
 
The candidates’ items response analysis for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary 
Education Examination (ACSEE) 2015 provides feedback to candidates, teachers, 
parents, policy makers and other educational stakeholders on the candidates’ 
performance in this subject. Generally this subject had a good performance. The 
report has therefore, tried to reveal a number of factors that can be attributed to the 
candidates good performance. Moreover, the report analyses the weaknesses 
observed in the candidates’ responses. 
 
The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examinations marks the end of 
two years of secondary education. It is a summative evaluation which among other 
things shows the effectiveness of the education system in general and education 
delivery system in particular. Essentially, candidates’ responses to the examination 
questions is a strong indicator of what the education system was able or unable to 
offer to the candidates in their two years of Advanced Secondary School 
Education.  
 
The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards 
understanding of possible reasons behind the candidates’ performance in Islamic 
Knowledge subject. The report highlights some of the factors that made many 
candidates to score high marks in the questions. Such factors include; ability to 
adhere to the demand of the questions and possession of the knowledge of the 
concepts related to the subject. On the other hand, the report highlights factors 
which accounted for some candidates to score low marks in the examination. Such 
factors include; failure to identify the task of the question, inability to express 
themselves in English Language and lack of knowledge on the concepts related to 
the subject. The feedback provided will enable the educational administrators, 
school managers, teachers and candidates to identify proper measures to be taken 
in order to improve candidates’ performance in future examinations administered 
by the Council. 
 
Finally, the Council would like to thank all the Examination Officers, examiners 
and others who participated in analyzing the data used in this report. 

 
 

 
Dr. Charles E. Msonde

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
This report analyses the performance of 115 Islamic Knowledge for the 
candidates who sat for ACSEE in 2015. The Islamic Knowledge 
examination consisted of two papers; 1 and 2. The items in these papers 
covered the 2012 Islamic Knowledge syllabus; each paper consisted of two 
sections namely A and B with three and five questions respectively. 
Candidates were required to attempt two questions from section A and 
three questions from section B. The weight of each question was 20 marks. 
 
In Islamic Knowledge 1 most of the candidates answered question 1, 5, and 
7, while question 4 and 6 were extensively omitted. In Islamic Knowledge 
2, questions which were answered by most candidates were 1, 2, 5 and 7 
but question 3 and 8 were omitted by most candidates. Generally, the 
candidates had good performance. 
 
A total of 457 candidates sat for the examination. The results show that   
425 candidates (93%) passed with the following grades: grade B+ 28 
(6.1%) grade B 160 (35.1%) grade C 161 (35.2%) and grade D 76 (16.6%). 
However, 32 candidates (7%) failed the examination by obtaining grade E 
and F. The ACSEE 2015 Islamic Knowledge performance show that, 93 
percent of the candidates passed while in 2014 only 73.28 percent of the 
candidates passed. This shows an increase of 19.72 percent.  
 
The performance of the candidates in each topic is categorized as good, 
average and weak. The pass mark for each question is 30 percent and 
above. The candidates who scored an average of 50 to 100 percent fall 
under good category, those who scored from 30 to 49 percent fall under an 
average category while those who scored from 0 to 29 percent fall under 
weak category. The candidates’ performance is summarized in the attached 
appendix where by green colour represents good performance while yellow 
and red colours imply average and weak performance respectively. 
  
The analysis of individual questions for ACSEE 2015 Islamic Knowledge 
is presented in the next sections. The presentation highlights the 
requirements of each question the way the candidates answered them and 
the analysis of their responses. Extracts of the candidates’ responses are 
inserted to illustrate some of the cases presented. 
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It is expected that the report will be useful to different stakeholders such as 
prospective candidates, teachers and parents. It is also expected that the 
report will enable the teachers to improve teaching and learning of Islamic 
Knowledge. 

 
2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PEFORMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION IN PAPER 1 
 

2.1 SECTION A: QUR’AN AND TRANSLATION 
 

2.1.1 Question 1: Authenticity of the Holy Qur’an 
 
This question required the candidates to examine six 
evidences found in the Holy Qur’an to prove its authenticity. 
The question was answered by 77.6 percent of  all the 
candidates of which 41.8 percent managed to score from 10 
to 17 marks, 35.8 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 22.1 
percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks. Only 0.3 percent 
scored a 0 mark. The general performance of the question 
was good because many candidates (77.6%) scored from 6 
marks and above. 
 
The candidates who scored high marks understood the 
question and had enough knowledge on the evidences found 
in the Holy Qur’an to prove its authenticity. These 
candidates explained evidences such as: the Qur’an points 
out the mistakes of the prophet, prophecies of the Qur’an, 
attitudes of the prophet towards the revelation, revelation of 
Qur’an was in piece meal and the prophet (s.a.w) was 
unlettered. However their marks ranged from 10-17 
depending on the clarity of their explanation and ability to 
meet the required number of points. Extract 1.1 is the 
sample of responses from a script of a candidate who 
performed well in this question.  
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Extract 1.1  
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Extract 1.1 present a sample from a script of a candidate who 
examined well six evidences found in the Qur’an to prove its 
authenticity.   

 
The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 were not able to 
examine full evidences found in the Qur’an to prove its 
authenticity. Some provided irrelevant evidences together 
with the correct ones, for example, they wrote about 
charming melody of Qur’an as the evidence to prove the 
authenticity of Qur’an which in reality is not. Some 
candidates explained less than three evidences. As a result 
they scored very low marks. Moreover some candidates who 
scored a 0 mark did not meet the requirements of the 
question as some explained the rise and decline of some 
Islamic kingdoms. Extract 1.2 shows one of the answers 
which indicate weak performance. 
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Extract 1.2 
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Extract 1.2 represent the sample from a script of a candidate 
who explained the rise and decline of the Islamic kingdoms 
instead of examining full evidences found in the Qur’an to 
prove its authenticity. 

 
2.1.2 Question 2: Teaching of Selected Verses of the Qur’an 

 
In this question the candidates were required to identify six 
features of the hypocrites as stipulated in Suratul Tawbah. 
The question was answered by 43.5 Percent of the 
candidates of which 39.9 percent scored from 10 to 16 
marks, 45.2 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks and 14.4 
percent scored from 1 to 5.5 marks. The general 
performance of the question was good because the 
performance of the candidates who scored from 6 marks and 
above is 85.1 percent. 
  
The candidates who scored from 10 to 16 marks (39.9 %) 
managed to identify six features of the hypocrites as 
stipulated in Suratul Tawbah such as; they are not ready to 
fight for the way of Allah (not ready to participate in Jihad), 
they are disbelievers, they are evil doers, they are enemies of 
Islam, they are enjoin evil and forbid what is just (9:67) and 
they break their promises. Extract 2.1 is the sample from a 
script of a candidate who managed to answer this question 
correctly.	
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Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1 indicates satisfactory response from a script of a 
candidate who managed to identify the features of hypocrites 
as stipulated in Suratul Tawbah. 

 
However, there were some few candidates (14.4 %) who 
scored low marks. Such candidates gave explanations of 
hypocrites as mentioned in Suratul Baqarah instead of 
Suratul Tawbah. Since some characteristics are the same for 
both surat they managed to score some marks.  Some 
candidates got low marks as they explained less than six 
features of hypocrites as stipulated in Suratul Tawbah. One 
candidate failed to understand the requirement of the 
question hence explained the general characteristics of 
disbelievers instead of the features of the hypocrites as 
stipulated in Suratul Tawbah thus scored a 0 mark. This was 
a total misconception since the candidate failed to 
differentiate between the term “hypocrites” and 
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“disbelievers”. Extract 2.2 provides a sample from such 
misconception. 
Extract 2.2 

 
Extract 2.2 is a sample from a script of a candidate who 
explained the characteristics of disbelievers instead of 
identifying features of the hypocrites.   

 
2.1.3 Question 3: Qur’anic Concept of Education 

 
In this question, the candidates were required to describe six 
goals of education from Qur’anic perspective. It was 
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answered by 68.6 percent of all candidates where by 47 
percent scored from 10 to 17 marks, 41.1 percent scored 
from 6 to 9.5 marks and 11.9 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 
marks. The general performance of this question was good 
because the performance of the candidates who scored from 
6 marks and above was 88.1 percent. 
 
The candidates who scored high marks in this question (47 
%) were able to describe six goals of education from Islamic 
perspective. Education must enable the recipients to be in a 
position to fulfill their basic mission on earth, must teach the 
learners the basic features of value system embodied in the 
Qur’an and Sunnah, must teach what good association, 
friendship, dress is and so on, must build in the mind of 
learners’ adoptability and mechanisms for adjustment in 
world matters other than fundamental beliefs, must promote 
human concerns and must emphasize the point that absolute 
reality lies with Allah (s.w). However their marks ranged 
from 10-17 depending on the clarity of their explanation and 
ability to meet the required number of points. Extract 3.1 is 
a good example from a script of a candidate whose essay 
presents relevant responses. 
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Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3.1, represents a sample from a script of a candidate 
who managed to describe six goals of education from Qur’anic 
perspective as required. 

 
On the other hand, few candidates (11.9%) with weak 
performance did not master well the topic of Qur’anic 
Concept of Education. So they gave less than six goals of 
education, which made them to score very low marks. Yet 
some candidates mixed relevant explanation with false ones 
like Education is learning and Education is permission of 
learning.  Extract 3.2 presents a good example from a script 
of a candidate who failed to explain six goals of education 
from Qur’anic perspective as required instead he/she 
explained on the importance of Education to human being. 
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Extract 3.2  
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Extract 3.2 is a sample from a script of a candidate who gave 
the importance of getting Education instead of describing the 
goals of education from Qur’anic perspective.  
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2.2 SECTION B: ISLAMIC HISTORY AND HADITH 
 

2.2.1 Question 4: Arabia Before the Advent of Prophet 
Muhammad (s.a.w)  
 
In this question, the candidates were required to discuss the 
four main aspects that prevailed in 6th  century which 
necessitated the advent of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) and 
to explain why he was raised for all nations. The question 
was omitted by most of the candidates as only 36.2 percent 
of all candidates attempted it of which 51.4 percent scored 
from 10 to 18 marks, 16.8 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 
marks, 28.9 percent scored from 0.5 to 5 marks. Only 2.9 
percent scored 0 mark out of 20 allotted marks. The general 
performance of the question was good because the 
performance of the candidates who scored from 6 marks and 
above was 68.2 percent.  
  
The candidates who opted on this question were able to 
provide satisfactory responses as they managed to discuss 
the aspects that prevailed in 6th  century which necessitated 
the advent of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w). Moreover, they 
explained the reason as to why Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) 
was raised for all nations. The candidates’ responses 
featured the points like; social aspects, religious aspects, 
economic aspects and political aspects. In the second part of 
the question, the candidates’ responses centered on the 
following points; the problem of geographical limit was 
solved and means of transport and communication were 
developed. Extract 4.1 is a sample from a script of a 
candidate who managed to provide the correct answer. 
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Extract 4.1  
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Extract 4.1 is the sample from a script of relatively good essay. 
The candidate managed to explained four main aspects which 
prevailed in 6th century which necessitated the advent of 
Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w  
 

On the other hand, the candidates with weak performance 
answered this question incomplete. Most of them provided 
religious and social life style of Jahiliya period and left out 
political life styles like Arabs were divided in tribes and clan 
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and economic life styles like widespread of crimes, highway 
robbery, interest taking and bribery. Also they didn’t answer 
the second part of the question which required them to 
explain why Prophet Muhammad was raised for all nations. 
This made them to score very low marks. Candidates who 
scored 0 mark could not focus on the demands of question. 
They explained the characters of Prophet Muhammad 
(s.a.w) like Muhammad was trustworthy and was not 
influenced by environment in his childhood instead of 
explaining four main aspects that prevailed in 6th  century 
and they failed to explain the reasons which made Prophet to 
be raised for all nations. Extract 4.2 provides a sample of 
poor response.  
 
Extract 2.2  
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Extract 4.2 indicates a sample from a script of a candidate who 
explained the characters of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) instead 
of four main aspects which prevailed in 6th century which 
necessitated the advent of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w).   

 
2.2.2 Question 5: Evolution of Islamic State in Mecca Era 

 
The candidates were required to discuss six elements in 
Muhammad’s life demonstrating that he was guided by 
Allah (s.w) before he was commissioned with the ministry 
of prophet hood. This was one of the most answered 
questions since 89.3 percent of all the candidates opted for 
it. Its performance was also good as 74 percent scored from 
10 to 19.5 marks, 20.4 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks 
and 5.1 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks and only 0.5 
percent scored a 0 mark. The general performance of the 
question was good because the performance of the 
candidates who scored from 6 marks and above is 94.4 
percent.  
 
Most of them were able to discuss elements in Muhammad's 
life demonstrating that he was guided by Allah (s.w) before 
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he was commissioned with the ministry of prophet hood. 
Those elements were; Prophet was pained and worried of 
evils in his society, Prophet was most honest and truthful 
and he was not influenced by his environment, Prophet 
cared much of other people`s affairs and Prophet was extra 
wisdom and true dreams. The high performance of 
candidates was due to familiarity with the topic which made 
them to have enough knowledge as a result 71.4 percent of 
candidates scored from 10 and above marks. Extract 5.1 is 
the model of such good response. 
 
Extract 5.1  

 



24 
	
  

 
Extract 5.1 is the sample from a script of a candidate who was 
able to discuss elements in Muhammad's life demonstrating 
that he was guided by Allah (s.w) before his prophet hood.  

 
On the other hand, few candidates who scored low marks 
(from 0.5 to 5.5 marks) were not much familiar with the 
topic. They didn’t explain in details six elements in 
Muhammad's life, demonstrating that he was guided by 
Allah (s.w) before he was commissioned with the ministry 
of prophet hood; therefore their answers were insufficient. 
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The candidates who scored 0 mark, didn’t understand the 
requirements of the question so they gave irrelevant 
responses, focusing on divergent topics. This made their 
essays meaningless and not understandable at all. Extract 5.2 
is a sample from a response of a candidate with weak 
performance.  

 
Extract 5.2  
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Extract 5.2 shows the sample from a script of a candidate who 
included divergent concepts and provided the answers such as 
immigration, battle and prayer contrary to the demand of the 
question. 

 
2.2.3 Question 6: The Islamic State in Madina 

  
In this question, the candidates were required to explain on 
the aftermath of Tabuk Expedition by using six arguments. 
The question was answered by 11.1 percent of the 
candidates where by 13.2  percent scored from 10  to  18.5 
marks, 39.6 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 37.8 percent 
scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks and  9.4 percent scored 0 mark 
out of 20 allotted marks for this question. The general 
performance of the question was good because the 
performance of the candidates who scored from 6 marks and 
above was 52.8 percent.  
 
The candidates who scored high marks understood the 
requirements of the question and had the knowledge of 
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Tabuk Expedition. They were able to explain on the 
aftermath of Tabuk Expedition. The points which were 
given by the candidates include; purification of pilgrimage, 
to raise the problem of hypocrites and their treatments, 
emancipation of Islamic state and caused many tribes to 
embrace Islam. Extract 6.1 is an example from a script of a 
candidate who performed well in this question. 

 
Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 serves as an example from a script of a candidate 
who managed to explain on the aftermath of Tabuk expedition. 

 
The candidates who scored below 6 marks (37.8%) did not 
comply with the instruction given to this question and 
therefore they failed to exhaust all points demanded. They 
gave less than six arguments on the aftermath of Tabuk 
Expedition.  The 9.4 percent of the candidates who scored 0 
mark lacked knowledge of Tabuk Expedition. They 
explained the lessons of battle of Khandak instead of 
explaining Tabuk Expedition since the candidates were not 
familiar with the topic of Tabuk Expedition so they 
confused it with the battle of Khandak. Extract 6.2 illustrates 
such a case. 
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Extract 6.2 
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Extract 6.2 shows the sample from a script of a candidate who 
explained the lessons from battle of Khandak instead of 
explaining the aftermath of Tabuk Expedition. 

 
2.2.4 Question 7: Islamization Process in Mecca 

 
In this question, the candidates were required to analyze six 
lessons one gets from Meccan crucible in the re-
establishment of Islamic state. This question was answered 
by 81 percent of all candidates of which 31.4 percent scored 
from 10  to  18 marks, 39 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 
marks, 26 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks and 3.6 
percent scored 0 mark out of 20 allotted marks for this 
question. The general performance of the question was good 
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because the performance of the candidates who scored from 
6 marks and above was 70.4 percent.  
 
The candidates who had highest scores (31.4%) were able to 
analyze clearly lessons obtained from Meccan crucibles in 
the re-establishment of Islamic state. Extract 7.1 illustrate 
the sample of a script of a candidate whose essay express the 
demands of the question. 

 
Extract 7.1 

 



33 
	
  

 
Extract 7.1 indicates the sample from a script of a candidate 
who analyzed lessons one gets from Meccan crucibles in the 
re-establishment of Islamic state.  

 
Most of candidates who scored low marks lacked enough 
knowledge of Meccan crucible in the re-establishment of 
Islamic state because they provided unsatisfactory 
explanations. On the other hand, few candidates (3.6%) who 
scored a 0 mark did not understand the demand of the 
question hence they focused their explanation on the spread 
of Islam in Mecca which was against the demands of the 
question. Extract 7.2 is a sample from a script of a candidate 
who answered contrary to the demand of the question. 
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Extract 7.2 
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Extract 7.2 shows the sample from a script of a candidate who 
discussed various topics such as existence of Allah, the spread 
of Islam, loyalty to the prophet and unity. Above all, 
introduction given proves that he/she didn’t understand what 
Meccan crucible is. 
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2.2.5 Question 8: The Islamic State in Medina 
 
The question required the candidates to explain on the 
aftermath of truce of Hudaibiya by giving six points. It was 
attempted by 64.6 percent of the candidates of which 17.8 
percent scored from 10 to 13.5 marks, 37.2 percent scored 
from 6 to 9.5 marks, 43.1 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 
mark and 1.9 percent scored 0 mark. The general 
performance of the question was good because the 
performance of the candidates who scored from 6 marks and 
above is 55 percent.  
 
Despite the fact that, many candidates answered this 
question, the highest score was 13.5 marks. These 
candidates managed to explain the aftermath of truce of 
Hudaibiya including; The truce led Quraysh disbelievers to 
accept Islam, the truce provided an opportunity for 
spreading of Islam Daawa, Truce of Hudaibiya led to the 
conquest of Mecca, the Truce of Hudaibiya gave Islam both 
the economic and armed forces power, the truce of 
Hudaibiya led to the growth of Islam and the victory of 
Muslims in the truce of Hudaibiya strengthened the beliefs 
of Muslims towards Allah. The candidates who obtained the 
highest marks were able to explain on the aftermath of truce 
of Hudaibiya but the explanations were insufficient to be 
awarded full marks. Extract 8.1 is a sample from a script of 
a candidate who tried to explain aftermath of truce of 
Hudaibiya.  
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Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 indicates a sample from a script of a candidate who 
explained the aftermath of truce of Hudaibiya.  
 

Most of the candidates with weak performance in this 
question, misunderstood it. They conceptualized the word 
“aftermath” as “lessons” instead of effects or results. Thus 
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discussed the lessons Muslims get from truce of Hudaibiya, 
hence failed totally to meet the requirements of the question. 
Extract 8.1 is a sample from a script of a candidate who 
failed to meet the demands of the question. 

 
Extract 8.2 
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Extract 8.2 shows a sample from a script of a candidate who 
discussed lessons from truce of Hudaibiya instead of aftermath 
of truce of Hudaibiya.  

 
3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PEFORMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION IN PAPER 2 
 

3.1 SECTION A: TAWHIID 
 

3.1.1 Question 1: The Six Pillars of Faith 
 

The candidates were required to differentiate the holy 
Qur’an from other previous revealed books by giving six 
points. The question was attempted by 90.4 percent of 
candidates of which 50.2 percent managed to score from 10 
to 18 marks, 37.8 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 11.8 
percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks and only 0.2 percent 
scored a 0 mark. This was among the most answered 
question in this paper and the general performance of the 
question was good because the performance of the 
candidates who scored from 6 marks and above was 88 
percent.  
 
The candidates who scored the highest marks were able to 
differentiate clearly the Holy Qur’an from other previous 
revealed books by giving six points. The candidates had 
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enough knowledge on the topic of the Six Pillar of Faith. 
Extract 1.1 is an example of such good responses. 
 
Extract 1:1 
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Extract 1:1 shows a candidate who explained the differences 
between the Holy Qur’an from other previous revealed books. 
However, in the seventh paragraph of the answer the candidate 
wrote incorrect idea (The Holy Qur'an summarizes all other 
books) and therefore he/she was not awarded full marks. 

 
However, few candidates had weak performance in this 
question as they failed to differentiate between the Holy 
Qur’an from other previous revealed books. Most of these 
candidates explained characteristics of Qur’an alone without 
linking them with other previous books. Others mentioned 
the previous revealed books in their introduction but 
probably failed to recall the differences between Holy 
Qur’an and the revealed previous books.  A candidate who 
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scored 0 mark did not answer the question as required; 
instead he/she tried to explain differences by giving wrong 
information. Extract 1:2 is a sample of script of a candidate 
who failed to focus the demand of this question.  

 
Extract 1:2 
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Extract 1:2 represents a sample from a script of a candidate 
who explained the characteristics of Holy Qur’an instead of 
differences between the Holy Qur’an from other previous 
revealed books.  

 
3.1.2 Question 2. The Six Pillars of Faith 

 
In this question the candidates were required to describe the 
importance of life of hereafter in our practical life by giving 
six points. This was among the questions which was 
answered by the majority of the candidates in this paper as 
89.5 percent of the candidates attempted it whereby 44.9 
percent of them managed to score from 10 to 18 marks, 25 
percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 29.4 percent scored 
from 0.5 to 5.5 marks and only 0.7 percent scored 0 mark 
out of 20 allotted marks. The general performance of the 
question was good because the performance of the 
candidates who scored from 6 marks and above was 69.9 
percent.  
 
The high performance of the candidates was due to 
familiarity with topic. This is because the pillars of faith are 
pre requisite for any Muslim and one pillar of faith is to 
believe in hereafter. The candidates were able to provide 
attractive responses on the importance of the life of hereafter 



48 
	
  

in our practical life. Extract 2.1 is an example from a sample 
of a script of a candidate with good performance in this 
question.  
 
Extract 2.1. 
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Extract 2.1 indicate a sample from a script of a candidate who 
answered the question correctly by giving six points to 
describe the importance of life of hereafter in our practical life.  
 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored low marks 
lacked the knowledge of the topic of importance of life of 
hereafter in our practical life as a result they described two 
or three importance of hereafter in our practical life, which 
led them score very low marks. Some candidates mentioned 
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the importance of hereafter without explanations, which 
made them to lose a lot of marks. The candidates who 
scored 0 marks misunderstood the question, instead of 
describing the importance of life of hereafter in our practical 
life they described reasons for believing in the hereafter. 
These candidates explained reasons for hereafter hence 
provided responses like good people to be awarded paradise, 
and to know what is right and wrong. Extract 2.2 is an 
example from a script of a candidate with weak response in 
this question. 
 
Extract 2.2 
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Extract 2.2 is a sample from a script of a candidate who 
explained reasons for believing in hereafter instead of 
explaining the importance of hereafter in our practical life.  

 
3.1.3 Question 3: The Six Pillars of Faith 

 
In this question the candidates were required to explain how 
the holy Qur’an is believed to be a book of signs and not a 
book of science by using six scientific facts found in the 
Qur’an. This question was omitted by most candidates. Only 
9.6 percent of all candidates answered this question. 
However its performance was good as majority (52.2%) 
managed to score from 10 to 17.5 marks, 23.9 percent 
scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 19.6 percent scored from 0.5 to 
5 marks and only 4.3 percent scored a 0 mark. The general 
performance of the question was good because the 
performance of the candidates who scored from 6 marks and 
above was 76.1 percent.  
 
The candidates who performed well in this question 
performed gave attractive responses which focused on the 
requirements of the question; they explained correctly how 
the holy Qur’an is believed to be a book of signs and not a 
book of science by using six scientific facts found in the 
Qur’an. These candidates managed to give correct responses 
in this question like: Creation of universe (41:11), Living 
thing is made of water (21:30), Darkness in the depth of the 
ocean (24:40), Workers bees are female (16:68-69), 
Electricity (13:12), Embryology (23:12-14), Zoology (6:38), 
Oceanography (55:19-20) Geology (78:67) Pain receptors 
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present in the skin (4:56), the light of the moon is reflected 
light (25:61) and the rotation of the sun (21:33). Extracts 3.1 
shows a sample from a script of a candidate who provided a 
good answer. 

 
Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3.1 is a sample from a script of a candidate who 
explained well on how the holy Qur’an is believed to be a 
book of signs and not a book of science.  
 

On the contrary, few candidates failed to understand the 
demands of the question. Most of them explained 
reasons/signs for believing in Allah contrary to the demand 
of the question. Extract 3.2 shows a sample from a response 
of such candidates. 
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Extract 3.2  
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Extract 3.2 is a sample from a response of a candidate who 
explained signs depicting existence of Allah which was 
contrary to the requirements of the question. 
 
 

3.2 SECTION B: FIQH  
 

3.2.1 Question 4: Islamic way of Life 
 
In this question the candidates were required to explain on 
how Islam allows and disallows divorce. The question was 
answered by 37 percent of all candidates where by 26 
percent managed to score from 10 to 14.5 marks, 47.4 
percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 25.5 percent scored 
from 1 to 5.5 marks  and 1.1 percent scored 0 mark. The 
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general performance of the question was good because the 
performance of the candidates who scored from 6 marks and 
above was 73.4 percent.  
 
The reason behind this performance was familiarity of the 
topic of marriage and divorce since Muslims apply it in 
practical life. This made the candidates to be much aware 
with the reasons of allowing divorce and vise versa. The 
candidates understood the requirements of topic and they 
also mastered well the subject matter. In this case most of 
the candidates managed to explain how Islam allows divorce 
and how it disallows divorce by giving three points in each 
part. Extract 4.1 is an example from a script of a candidate 
with good performance in this question. 

 
Extract 4.1  
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Extract 4.1 indicates a sample from a script of a candidate who 
explained correctly how Islam allows divorce but failed to 
exhaust all points on how it disallows divorce. As a result the 
candidate didn’t score full marks.  

 
Some candidates misunderstood the question and therefore 
gave incorrect answers. Most of them explain effects of 
divorce instead of how Islam allows divorce and it disallows 
it. The candidates (1.1%) who scored 0 mark gave 
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meaningless explanations. Also some of them used Swahili 
words in some sentences. Extract 4.2 is a sample of poor 
response. 
Extract4.2  

 
Extract 4.2 shows a sample from a script of a candidate who 
used the word "divorce" to make meaningless sentences. Also 
the candidate used Kiswahili words like “rejea” and sentences 
like “yatakapojiri matukio mbalimbali” and “inayomrudisha 
mtu kwenye maasi” which is contrary to the demands of the 
questions.  
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3.2.2 Question 5: The Five Fundamentals of Islam 
 

In this question the candidates were required to explain six 
objectives of fasting in our practical life. This question was 
answered by 92.7 where by 70.2 percent scored from 10 to 
16.5 marks, 26.2 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 3.4 
percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks and only 0.2 percent 
scored 0 mark. The general performance of the question was 
good because the performance of the candidates who scored 
from 6 marks and above was 96.4 percent. 
  
This question was answered by many candidates and their 
performance was good as 70.2 percent of candidates scored 
from 10 to 16.5. The reason behind this performance was 
familiarity of topic among candidates since the Knowledge 
about objective of fasting is common to many Muslims. The 
candidates who scored high marks were able to explain six 
objectives of fasting in our practical life as required by the 
task of the question. Extract 5.1 is an example of such 
responses. 
 
Extract 5.1  
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Extract 5.1 is a sample from a script of a candidate who 
managed to explain six objectives of fasting in our practical 
life.  

 
On the other hand, very few candidates (3.4%) had weak 
performance in this question, such candidates had little 
knowledge of fasting. They explained only one objective of 
fasting in different paragraphs. Some of them mixed their 
explanations between objective of fasting and the end results 
of fasting. This made them fail to score high marks. Extract 
5.2 is an example from a script of a candidate with weak 
response. 
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Extract 5.2  

 
Extract 5.2 represents a sample from a script of a candidate 
who explained the pre-requisite for someone to be allowed to 
fast, instead of explaining six objectives of fasting in practical 
life. 
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3.2.3 Question 6:  The Five  Fundamental of Islam 
 
In this question, the candidates were required to analyze by 
giving six points on how the institution of prayer refrain the 
Muslim from shameful deeds. The question was answered 
by 65.3 percent of the candidate where by 67.6 percent 
scored from 10 to 18 marks, 23.1 percent scored from 6 to 
9.5 marks, 9 percent scored from 1.5 to 5.5 marks and only 
0.3 percent scored 0 mark. The general performance of the 
question was good because the performance of the 
candidates who scored from 6 marks and above was 90.7 
percent.  
 
The candidates who scored the highest marks managed to 
analyze how the institution of prayer refrain the Muslims 
from shameful deeds. They centered their analyses on the 
importance of institution of prayer in refrain the Muslim 
from shameful deeds such as teaching purity of mind, 
teaching Islamic character of body and teaching on the 
establishment of sovereignty of Allah.  Extract 6.1 serves as 
good sample of response from the script of a candidate. 
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Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 is a sample from a script of a candidate who 
analyzed well how the institution of the prayer refrain the 
Muslims from shameful deeds.  
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The candidates who scored low marks (9%) failed to 
provide enough points on how the prayer refrain the Muslim 
from shameful deeds as most of them explained three points 
instead of six points. Some candidates failed to understand 
the demands of the question. Instead of explaining how the 
institution of the prayer refrain the Muslims from shameful 
deeds, they explained how the prayers are performed. 
Extract 6.2 illustrate such a case.  
 
Extract 6.2 

 



67 
	
  

 
Extract 6.2 is a sample from a script of a candidate who 
explained on how to pray which was total against the 
requirements of the question. 

 
3.2.4 Question 7 the Islamic Family Law 

 
In this question the candidates were required to describe six 
measures instituted by Islam which could completely stop 
the spread of HIV/AIDS. The question was answered by 
72.2 percent of the candidates of which 47 percent scored 
from 10 to 17 marks, 34.7 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 
marks, 18 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks and only  0.3 
percent scored 0 mark. The general performance of the 
question was good because the performance of the 
candidates who scored from 6 marks and above was 81.7 
percent. 
 
The candidates  scored high marks managed to describe six 
measures instituted by Islam which could completely stop 
the spread of HIV/AIDS such as discouraging free mixing of 
opposite sexes; discouraging divorce in the Muslim 
community, making marriage affordable to Muslim youth, 
Punishing prostitutes, counselling the youth pertaining 
marriage and Permission of Polygamy. Extract 7.1 is a 
sample from a script of a candidate who performed well in 
this question. 
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Extract 7.1  
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Extract 7.1 indicates a sample from a script of a candidate who 
answered the question correctly by describing six measures 
instituted by Islam which could completely stop the spread of 
HIV/AIDS. 
 

The candidates who scored lower marks (18%) did not master 
the topic as they used less than six points to describe six 
measures instituted by Islam which could completely stop the 
spread of HIV/AIDS. Some of them used only one point into 
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different paragraphs. Extract 7.2 is a sample from such 
response. 
 
Extract 7.2 
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Extract 7.2 shows a sample from a script of a candidate who 
explained Islamic law on Hijab instead of describing six 
measures instituted by Islam which could completely stop the 
spread of HIV/AIDS. 
.  

3.2.5 Question 8. Islamic Way of Life 
 
In this question the candidate were required to delineate six 
sociological principle of pure Islamic society. This is one of 
the most omitted questions since it was answered by 18.4 
percent of candidates. On top of that, 42 percent of those 
answered this question scored from 10 to 16 marks, 34.1 
percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 22.8 percent scored 
from 0.5 to 5.5 marks  and 1.1 percent scored 0 mark. The 
general performance of the question was good because the 
performance of the candidates who scored from 6 marks and 
above was 76.1 percent. The omission of this question by 
many candidates is a sign that it was unfamiliar to many 
candidates. They probably failed to understand the word 
“delineate” used in this question. As results only 18.4 
percent of the candidates answered this question out of 
registered candidates.  
 
The candidates who got high marks were able to delineate 
six sociological principles of pure Islamic society and they 
managed to give relevant social principles like: source of 
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guidance, behavior of individuals, interaction with the 
society, right of different people, rights of Allah (SW) and 
right of self. Extract 8.1 is a sample from a script of a 
candidate who performed well in this question. 
 

                                   Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 indicates a sample from a script of a candidate who 
answered the question correctly by delineating six sociological 
principles of pure Islamic society.  
 



74 
	
  

The candidates who scored low marks (22.8%), provided 
unsatisfactory responses. Many of them explain evils present 
in the society which was opposite to the requirements of the 
question. Extract 8.2 is a good example from a script of a 
candidate who failed to meet the demands of the question. 
 
Extract 8.2 

 



75 
	
  

 
Extract 8.2 is a sample from a script of a candidate who 
explained types of crimes and evils present in the society 
instead of delineating six sociological principle of pure Islamic 
society. 
 

4.0 THE PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES IN DIFFERENT TOPICS 
 
The 2015 ACSEE performance analysis in Islamic knowledge shows that 
the candidates’ performance is generally good since the percentage of the 
candidates who scored an average of 30 percent or more in all topics is 
between 53.9 and 94.4 percent. This shows that the performance in this 
subject has increased by 19.72 as compared to that of 2014 in which only 
four topics (Islamic way of life, Qur’anic concept of Education, Islamic 
Legal Science & Criminal Law and The Islamic State in Madina) had good 
performance, three topics (Belief in Allah and its implications, Qur’anic 
concept of Religion and Nations mentioned in the Qur’an) had average 
performance and four topics (History of the Universe and Mankind, History 
of the Universe and Mankind, Teachings of Selected Verses of the Qur’an 
and Islam in East Africa) had weak performance. However in 2015 
examination there were five topics which were not examined in 2014, 
likewise there were six topics in 2014 examination which were not 
examined in 2015. 
 
The improvement in performance might be associated with the deliberate 
measures which have been employed by teachers, students and other 
education stakeholders to address candidates’ weaknesses observed in the 
2014 examiners report. 
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5.0 CONCLUSION 
 
Generally the performance of Islamic Knowledge examination for 
Advanced Certificate of Secondary Examination (ACSE) 2015 was good. 
However an analysis which has been conducted in paper 1 and 2 shows that 
candidates’ performance was good in paper 1 compared to paper 2.  
 
The candidates with good performance were able to answer the question 
correctly because they showed understanding of the task of the questions 
and showed mastery of the appropriate content required. They were also 
able to write well organized essays. Some few candidates with weak 
performance in some questions provided unsatisfactory answers due to the 
lack of knowledge of the topics concerned. Moreover some candidates 
answered against the demands of the questions. Some candidates showed 
the understanding of the task of the questions and they remembered the 
content required in answering the respective question but they failed to 
provide satisfactory explanations. On top of that, some candidates with 
weak performance had problems of articulation in English Language. Some 
for example used Kiswahili language in their explanations. 

 
6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
In order to improve candidates’ performance in Islamic Knowledge subject, 
the following are recommended: 
 
(a) Teachers must exhaustively teach the topics stipulated in Islamic 

Knowledge syllabus. The coverage of the entire topics should be 
emphasized in order to make sure that the candidates are 
conversant with the content. 

 
(b) Teachers should spend more time in imparting Knowledge and 

techniques to students on how to identify the task of the questions.  
 
(c) The candidates should read carefully the examination questions in 

order to identify the requirements of the question. 
 

(d) Candidates should be encouraged to read various books so as 
improve their English language proficiency. This will enable them 
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to use correct spellings and grammatically correct sentences since 
in the ACSEE 2015 examination some candidates seemed to have 
relevant ideas in some aspect but lack of English vocabularies 
made them fail to express themselves.  

 
(e) Islamic institutions concerned with curriculum and teaching 

materials, school administrations and managers should ensure the 
relevant teaching and learning materials are available and 
accessible to teachers and students. 
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Appendix 

The Summary of Candidates Performance in 2014 and 2015 Topic Wise  

 
S/N 

TOPIC 

 2014 EXAMINATION 2015 EXAMINATION 

Numbe
r of 
questio
ns per 
topic 

Percentage 
of 
candidates 
who scored 
an average 
of 30 %  or  
above 

Remarks 

Number 
of 
question
s per 
topic 

Percentage 
of candidates 
who scored 
an average 
of 30 %  or  
above 

Remarks 

1 Islamic way of 
life 

1 78 Good 2 74.8 Good 

2 Qur’anic 
concept of 
Education 

1 69.7 Good 1 88.1   Good 

3  Islamic Legal 
Science & 
Criminal Law 

1 60.9 Good 

   

4 The Islamic 
State in Madina 

1 59.2 Good 

 

2 53.9 Good 

5 Belief in Allah 
and its 
implications  

1 49 Average 

   

6 Qur’anic 
concept of 
Religion 

3 41.35 Average 
   

7 Nations 
mentioned in 
the Qur’an 

1 41.32 Weak 
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8 History of the 
Universe and 
Mankind 

1 20.1 Weak 

   

9 The Islamic 
State in Madina 

1 18.7 Weak 2 53.9 Good 

10 Teachings of 
Selected Verses 
of the Qur’an 

1 14.6 Weak 1 85.1 Good 

11 Islam in East 
Africa 

1 12.1 Weak    

12 Arabia Before 
the Advent of  
Prophet 
Muhammad  
(s.a.w) 

   1 68.2 Good 

13 Authenticity of 
the Holy Qur’an 

   1 77.6 Good 

14 Evolution of 
Islamic State in 
Meccan Era 

   2 94.4 Good 

15 The Five 
Fundamentals 
of Islam 

   1 92.7 Good 

16 The Six Pillars 
of Faith 

   3 77 Good 

	
  




